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This route inform
ation has been created to take you from

 C
LC

 m
arker #2 to Bayland 

M
arina in Baytow

n, Texas. G
PS w

aypoints are provided on the follow
ing charts, but 

the usual TM
C

A caveat of course  applies: "...to be used w
ith your ow

n judgm
ent as a 

captain, and at your ow
n risk.” 

 The route takes you up past R
ed Bluff Point, staying w

ell aw
ay from

 the shallow
est 

w
ater near the point itself, and to a som

ew
hat arbitrary w

aypoint adjacent to the 
Bayport C

hannel. C
ross this channel w

ith care, w
atching out for ship and tow

 traffic, 
and then continue northw

ard on a course m
ore-or-less parallel to the ship channel. 

There is no need to actually enter the channel until you get to H
SC

 #89, and if you are 
a sailboat, it is probably good practice to drop sails before you get to 89 and m

otor 
the rem

ainder of the w
ay. A

lso, since you are now
 approaching a blind corner in the 

ship channel, w
ith ships and/or tow

s perhaps com
ing tow

ard you, it is a good idea to 
sw

itch to V
H

F channel 12 and listen to conversations betw
een V

TS (Vessel Traffic 
Service) and nearby ships and tow

s, and thereby try to ascertain just w
hat traffic 

m
ight be com

ing at you! It is m
uch better to know

 this ahead of tim
e rather than to 

be surprised! T
he short stretch betw

een M
organ’s Point and B

ayland can som
etim

es 
be as challenging as is traversing Bolivar R

oads, so do be careful and pay close 
attention to w

hat is going on around you!        (continues on next slide) 
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 The recom
m
ended route from

 M
organ’s Point northw

ard does how
ever show

 
w

aypoints continuing up the green side of the channel, rather than the red side. This 
m

ay seem
 counter-intuitive, in that it puts you facing oncom

ing traffic directly. But if 
you look carefully at w

ater depths, there is som
ew

hat m
ore “deep” w

ater just outside 
the channel on the green side than there is on the red side, and if you w

ere forced to 
really get out of the w

ay of a passing ship, the green side seem
s to be a som

ew
hat 

better escape path for that. Being on the red side of the channel, w
ith an inbound ship 

com
ing up behind you, is not a good place to be if that ship crow

ds you out of the 
channel! D

o also be aw
are of possible ship m

ovem
ents w

hen crossing the entrance to 
Barbours C

ut (betw
een lights 91 and 93), and, since Barbours C

ut is a U
SC

G
 

Security Zone, do not enter there for any reason! 
 W

ith caution, cross over to the red side of the channel as you approach H
SC

 #100. 
You w

ill be leaving this m
arker to starboard as you look for the beginning of the 

Bayland channel. There are also tw
o range m

arkers in the im
m

ediate area, and you 
w

ill be passing between them
 as you line up on Bayland #1 and 2. D

o not cut this 
corner how

ever! C
ontinue through the Bayland channel until you get to #18, just past 

the end of the breakw
ater. A

nd if you should be heading for the fuel dock on the SE 
quadrant of the m

arina, do stay closer to the docks and aw
ay from

 the breakw
ater as 

there som
etim

es can be shallow
 w

ater along that shoreline. 
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C
aution!!! 

Shallow
 

w
ater near 

R
ed Bluff 

Point. 

U
se caution crossing the 

B
ayport Ship Channel. 
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D
o n

ot en
ter th

e U
S

C
G

 
B

arbou
rs C

u
t S

ecu
rity Zon

e!!! 
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   E
n

ter th
e H

S
C

 barge 
lan

e ju
st sou

th
 of 

m
arker 89. 

 Listen
 to V

H
F ch

an
n

el 
12 to m

on
itor V

TS
 

(V
essel Traffic C

on
trol) 

con
versation

s w
ith

 
n

earby sh
ips an

d tow
s. 

 If you
 h

ave A
IS

, u
se it to 

m
on

itor n
earby sh

ip an
d 

tow
 traffic. 

 K
eep ou

tside of th
e 

S
ecu

rity Zon
e at 

B
arbou

rs C
u

t!!! 
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Th
is is an

 en
larged im

age of th
e 

w
aypoin

t list sh
ow

n
 in

 previou
s slides. 
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Th
e G

PS
 w

aypoin
ts provided sh

ou
ld be u

sed w
ith

 you
r 

ow
n

 ju
dgm

en
t as a captain

, an
d at you

r ow
n

 risk! 
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B
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