
 

 

December 2015 

 

At the Helm 
Bob Nickelson, Commodore 

email: Commodore@TexasMariners.com 
 

Well, I can't believe this is my last newsletter - three years and 
thirty-six newsletters later, my monthly writings will end - I'm sure 
Linda Schoene will be relieved that she doesn't have to remind 
me each month to get it done. 
 
I will be speaking at the Commodore's Ball and expressing a lot of 
the content of this newsletter, but for those that can't make the 
Ball, I'll touch on some important parts of my exit speech.   
 
First, I want express my sincere appreciation for TMCA and the 
great organization we have - I feel honored to be a small part of 
serving on the Board for the last three years.  We always kid 

about the number of parties we have (a very true thing), but the most important about our 
parties & cruises is the lasting friendships that result.  We have a very caring membership and 
we will treasure these friendships forever.  Three years ago we had around 500 members and 
have grown too close to 700 members.  We are known to be the organization that all want to be 
associated with. Other organizations if this area recognize this success - you should be very 
proud to be associated with our club. 
 
The new 2016 Board of Governors are : Commodore - Jerry Simoneaux; Vice Commodore - 
Charles Parette; Rear Commodore - Ladye Jane Stone; Cruise Captain - Chris Bown; 
Secretary - Kathy Houser; Treasurer - Neil Houser - they will be a great Board. 
 
Looking forward to the Commodore's Ball - should be another great event and hope to see 
everyone "cleaned up". 
In the meantime, be safe, keep them between the red & greens. 
 

Bob Nickelson,  
Commodore 
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The Corner of Vice 
Charles Parette, Vice Commodore 
Email: ViceCommodore@TexasMariners 

 
I’m honored to be the Vice Commodore for 2016, and plans are 
already underway for some interesting speakers for our general 
meetings. 
 
Also be sure to watch the calendar for our Member Orientation in 
January.  This is for new and current members.  You’ll be able to 
meet the 2016 board, and learn how you can get the most out of your 
membership.  Whether it’s education, social, or cruising – or all of the 
above, it’s available at TMCA. 
 
Also take note of special women’s only program conducted by the 
Galveston Bay Sail and Power Squadron.  Vicki Berkebile is 

coordinating the program with GBSPS for a multi-week training program on engines.  Yep, 
that’s right.  It’s for women, taught by women.  You’ll learn how gasoline inboards, outboards, 
and diesel engines work in a low stress, fun, and non-judgmental environment.  The course 
covers repairs that do-it-yourselfers can perform, and teaches how to diagnose problems that 
might be beyond your ability to fix, or how to share information with your mechanic so the right 
repairs get performed.  The course is $95 or $65 if you’re a member of GBSPS.  Contact Vicki 
Berkebile Vicki@azello.com or Pam Sanders, GBSPS pssanders3@gmail.com.  Sign up on the 
TMCA web site so we know who all is planning to attend. 
 
 
We won’t have a December meeting, but the January meeting will be January 15 at the Elks 
Lodge, 623 Hanson Road, in Kemah.  Socializing begins at 6:00 p.m., dinner orders start to be 
taken at 6:00 p.m., business meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. and the program starts at 8:00 
p.m.  Our speaker will be our very own Tom and Deb Taylor.  They've taken their boat 
cruising, from Clear Lake to Florida, to the Bahamas and back. This will be a delightful program 
and it will be fun to hear about cruising from both Tom and Deb's viewpoints.  Come enjoy 
dinner and drinks at great prices.  Be sure to bring your name badge.   
 
See you at the Commodore’s Ball! 
 
 

Charles Parette, 
Vice Commodore 
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The Social Scuttlebutt  
Charlene Lim, Rear Commodore 

email: RearCommodore@TexasMariners.com  
 

It brings me great sorrow to report that the Thanksgiving Feast 
Dock Party Nov 6th was tricked to cancel by the weather gods. As 
most of you know, the days leading up to the dock party were crazy 
windy and raining. As it turned out, the weather was great that 
Friday night, Grrrr. The gobblers got away this year, but don’t 
despair there is always next year.  I hope you had a chance to 
practice gobble, gobble, strut, strut, shake your feathers, shake 
your butt during Thanksgiving for our next year’s Thanksgiving 
Feast dock party. I know you will be ready to strut you fancy 
feathers next Nov... 
 
A big thank you to Lakewood Yacht Club for hosting a Wine and 

cheese party and allowing us to dock at the marina for the night. Plus we got to attend their 
fabulous Sunday Brunch. I LOVE their Sunday Brunch. I would join LYC just for the Sunday 
Brunch.  At the very least 60 TMCA members came to the Wine and Cheese party. Some of the 
brave sailors forged their way through the weather and spent the night on their boats at LYC. 
I’m really sure there were about 45 or so TMCA sailors made it for Sunday Brunch. What a way 
to make a raining wet weekend seem nice. Thank you LYC and please invite us again next 
year. Everyone had a lot of fun and some folks got to see the inside of LYC for the first time.   
 
Have you ever wondered how all these awesome events come together throughout the year? 
For those of you who have never been to the January Planning meeting I would like to invite 
you to come and participate in making the magic happen. TMCA members come to the meeting 
with new event ideas. They agree on what to have and volunteer to host events and cruises for 
the year. Watch the TMCA calendar for the Planning meeting to be posted in January. Plan on 
coming it’s really cool to see how this comes together.  
 
 

Final Adventures for the year 2015  
December’s calendar 

 

Nautical White Elephant Weenie Roast Dock Party at Kemah Marina- Dec. 4th at 6:30pm 
Disclaimer: No white elephants will be harmed during this dock party.  
 
Gift giving is in the air so why not have a White Elephant gift exchange while we munch on 
roasted weenies. For those of you who don’t know what a white elephant gift exchange is, let 
me explain it.  
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Gift wrap a gift (under $20 in value). Leave off the to\from labels. The gift should be 
nautical in nature. It can be comical, practical, silly, useful or useless. When you arrive 
you will exchange your gift for a number. At 7pm everyone with a number will pick out a 
gift and unwrap it. Numerically each person participating will have an opportunity to keep 
the gift they picked, or steal a gift from someone else. This is loads of fun and you get to 
keep a gift.  

 
As always bring a dish to share, a chair and your favorite beverage.  
We will provide the roasted weenies, buns and condiments along with the picnic paper ware 
and a place to swear. 
This will be held at the Kemah Marina. From Hwy 146 turn onto 6th street in Kemah, Right onto 
Bradford Ave., just across from 5th street is the gate entrance to Kemah Boardwalk Marina. 
Press the button on the security box and say TMCA Rocks!! Follow the roasted weenie aroma 
to where the fun is.  
 

Commodore’s Ball and Awards Ceremony- at Lakewood Yacht Club- Dec. 
19th at 6pm 
 

This event is a special TMCA invitation only. The Commodore’s Ball and Awards Ceremony is 
TMCA’s grand finale for the year. It is an elegant evening where the sailors put on their 
tuxedos, finest suits or most elegant gowns for the sailorets. They gather together for an 
evening honoring special members, meeting the new officers, saying farewell to the old officers, 
welcome the new offices, fine dining, dancing and mingling with friends old and new. The 
invitations are in the mail, so RSVP with payment as soon as possible (RSVP deadline is Dec 
4th). If you are in need of as invitation please contact me at TMCA.charlenelim@gmail.com and 
one can be sent to you via email. 
 
Lakewood is again offering free slips for the evening for those who attend the Ball. Contact 
Lakewood's Harbor Master, Lynda Hall - lhall@lakewoodyachtclub.com or call 281-474-2540 to 
reserve slips. 

 

 Charlene Lim 
 

Rear Commodore  
TMCA Knows Fun!! 
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The Cruise Corner 
Jerry Simoneaux, Cruise Captain 

email: Captain@TexasMariners.com 
 

November started off with a wonderful invitation by the members of 
Lakewood Yacht Club to enjoy their marina and fine facilities.   The 
LYC members treated us to a wine and cheese social on Saturday 
evening, then we all enjoyed a really great Sunday brunch the 
following day.  What a way to begin the month!   

The following weekend, several cruisers went to Oak Island (Double 
Bayou) for a spicy hot chilly chili cook-off.  And, no chilly chili cook-

off is complete without a friendly game of screw your neighbor.   

The weather forecast was less than ideal for our annual French Picnic at the Double Bayou 
Pasture, but the picnic went on with three boats going: m/v Seascape, m/v Lagniappe, and s/v 
Imagine.  For those us of who declined to brave the bay, a Faux French Picnic was held in the 
pavilion at Seabrook Marina.  A special thanks to Russ and Carol Burchfield and Ladye Jane 
Stone for arranging the alternative site.  You should check out our TMCA Facebook group for 
truly beautiful sunrise photos by Trudy Bird.   

Philip Kropf has planned the last cruise of the year to see the Christmas Boat Parade in Oak 
Island, Double Bayou, on December 5.  Please check our calendar and register online. 

On a more personal note, thank you for electing me the 2016 Commodore of TMCA.  I am truly 
honored and humbled.  I look forward to working with the new incoming board, who are 
spectacular folks.  I have already heard some fantastic ideas for busting the fun meter next 
year! 

 
 

Jerry Simoneaux 
Cruise Captain 
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Secretary's Report 
Kathy Houser, Secretary 

email: Secretary@TexasMariners.com 
 

It's that time of year again. December has come and with it all the 
joys of Christmas. Gifts under the tree, the lights in the windows, the 
cards in the mail, turkey dinners with family and friends, snow in the 
yard (hope not), stockings hanging in the living room, and shouts of 
"Merry Christmas" to those who pass us in the streets.  I hope you 
all are ready for this great event and enjoy the Holiday Season. 
 
As I announced at our last member meeting “Dues for 2016 are 
due.”  I encourage you to go online, update your information, and 
renew your 2016 dues by any credit card via PayPal.  You can also 
complete the renewal form at the end of this newsletter and mail a 
check to Texas Mariners Cruising Association, P.O Box 946, Kemah, 

TX  77565 before December 31st.   Dual Membership is $50 and a Single Membership is $35.  
Renewing your dues would be a wonderful Christmas present to me. 
 
We have several new members this month so please join me in welcoming them: 

 Karen Long 

 Duggan and Lanette Hartzog   

 Dale and Deborah Kramer  

 Michael Harrison and Constantine Volo  

 Dewayne & Peggy Gentzel    

 Bill and Ellen Hartzog    

 Elizabeth and Daniel Monticello  

 Wade Lowry and Toni Lunford 

 Chris and Beverly Parrish 
 
If you would like a TMCA badge, new or old please let me know and I will make one for you. 

They will be ready for you at our next monthly meeting.  If you need a Burgee, I have those too! 

Look forward to seeing you at the Commodore’s Ball! 

 
 

Kathy Houser 
Secretary 
 

 
 
 



Dollars And “Sense” from the 
Treasurer 
Debbie Sturegon, Treasurer 

Email: Treasurer@TexasMariners.com 
 

What a year it has been!  I have enjoyed my time as Treasurer, 
as it encouraged me to take part in more events and spend more 
time meeting fellow TMCA members.   

 
There wasn't much sailing for Moray & I, as much of the year has been spent getting Sol 
Purpose ready to start our cruising life in January 2016.  It seemed so far away when the plans 
began but it's almost here and we are very excited!  Please follow along with our preparation 
and progress on our blog, https://solpurpose.wordpress.com/  
  
Congratulations to Neil Houser, on his election to the position of Treasurer for 2016.  I wish him 
all the best. 
  
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all! 
 

Debbie Sturgeon,  
Treasurer 

 

 

 Community Liaison Committee Chair 

Philip Kropf 
PKropf@flash.net 
 
Looks like we've come to my last column of 2015 and I guess we'll see if 
the new Commodore wants me to keep doing this in 2016! This TMCA 
Community Liaison Committee, of which I am the Chair (and only 
member!), is defined in the Bylaws as:

The Community Liaison Committee shall maintain a relationship with various boating, 
conservation, maritime and governmental entities for the purpose of compiling information 
received from these entities and conveying it back to the boating community. When interesting 
and timely, the information collected may be conveyed to the Members via The Texas Mariner”, 
or by other means.
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For 2016 my personal plans are to continue the work that I have been engaged in even before 
this committee was formed, and those volunteer efforts are described under my signature below. 
Representing the interests of recreational boaters to these various committees is highly 
rewarding, and as I have written in this column before, I have been trying to find an interested 
alternate to get similarly involved. When I do eventually decide to stop going to all these meetings, 
unless someone else steps up to the plate there will be no one out there doing the important work 
of watching out for recreational boater interests! And believe me, in our rapidly growing port 
complex, there are a lot of things that could eventually affect us adversely if none of us are on 
watch!! It would be nice to find someone within TMCA to take on some of this important effort, but 
I also continue to look elsewhere for interested individuals. Please contact me if you would like to 
know more. 
___________________________ 
 
The rest of this month's column provides updates on a couple of important items previously 
discussed, and I hope that this information is both interesting and useful to my loyal readers! 
 
1. Winter being upon us, we do not have any scheduled TMCA cruises where we have to cross 
over the Bayport ship channel where dredging has been going on all during 2015, and where it 
will be continuing until perhaps the middle of 2016! Officially it is known as the Bayport Channel 
Deepening and Widening Project, and for the past couple of months two dredge pipelines have 
been in place along the length of the channel. But one has now been removed and a new map of 
the pipeline layout and the “recreational boater crossing area” can be seen by clicking here.  My 
personal recommendation at this point however, if you do happen to head for the upper part of 
the bay, is to just skirt around the entire work area to the east end of the channel and then travel 
northward using the barge lanes of the HSC until you are safely past this potentially dangerous 
area. 
 
2. I have also been writing about the hopper dredge Terrapin Island and its activity over the past 
several months. I had noted that it had been doing its work dredging the lower HSC between the 
Outer Bar Channel and Redfish Island by sailing up and down the channel and scooping up 
material as she goes. Its dredged material has then been dumped at the designated disposal site 
south of the south Galveston jetty, and then it also has been pumping sand onto the beach as 
part of a beach replenishment project along the Galveston beachfront west of 61st street. The 
beach replenishment project has now been completed, as will soon be the entire dredging project, 
but looking at AIS just yesterday I still saw the dredge making many back-and-forth trips up the 
channel all the way to Redfish. Stay alert if you are out in the HSC! 

 
3. I don't mean to write only about dredging, but that is one of the things that I pay the most 
attention to in the Lone Star Harbor Safety Committee meetings that I go to. It affects us all, it 
is never done, and there is more coming in late 2016, specifically this time dredging in the HSC 
all the way from Redfish to Morgan's Point! More details when we get closer... 
 
4.  I wrote last month about the dolphin research project that which is currently being conducted 
by the Galveston Bay Foundation (www.galvbay.org) and also the University of Houston 
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Clear Lake. This study concerns dolphin sightings in the upper part of Galveston Bay and also 
Trinity Bay and whether such sightings have increased in recent years. Detailed information can 
be found at: www.galvbay.org/dolphin/ , and if you have not yet taken the research survey you 
are strongly urged to do so! The survey can be accessed by clicking here. It will take you perhaps 
10 or 15 minutes to complete as it asks for your own experience and observations of seeing 
dolphins in these particular waters. 
 
And there does seem to be interest, both amongst various TMCA'ers and also perhaps the 2016 
Board, in participating in the GBF's “Adopt a Galveston Bay Dolphin” program. 
(http://www.galvbay.org/dolphin/adopt/ ). Stay tuned for updates on this in the new year. 
 

5.  Monthly maritime history lectures continue at the Houston Maritime Museum, usually on the 

second Tuesday of each month. But there is no lecture scheduled in December so you will have to wait 

until January for the next one! (Information on all upcoming HMM lectures can be found by clicking 

here.) The museum provides sandwiches and beverages at these lectures so come on out, see the 

amazing ship models and other objects in the museum, and learn about a bit of interesting maritime 

history. And if you cannot make it to these lectures in person, videos are available online at by clicking 

here. Check them out! 

 

Wishing everyone a very happy holiday season and a great 2016! And if readers have comments, 
questions, ideas, or information on events that I may not know about, then I would definitely like to hear 
from you! Feedback is always greatly appreciated!! 
 

Philip Kropf 
Community Liaison Committee Chair 
 
 

                           
 
Seaman’s Christmas Boxes - It is time to think about our annual charity which is the Seaman’s 
Christmas Box project headed up by the Seaman’s Ministries in LaPorte. Every year TMCA asks its 
members to fill a plastic shoe box (or boxes) with items the seaman from foreign ports can use.  
 
Most of these items can be purchased from a local dollar store. Fill up the box, wrap it in Christmas 
paper (no ribbons or bows, please) and bring it to the December Dock Party…..or you can bring it to 
the Commodore’s Ball. Some of us then take all the boxes to the Seaman’s Ministries Headquarters 
and then the boxes are distributed to Seamen or women who are in port here in Houston at 
Christmas. This has long been a charitable endeavor of TMCA. Last year we delivered over 125 
boxes to the mission, let’s see if we can beat that amount this year. Here are some examples of items 
that can be put in the boxes: Gloves, calendars, hard candy, combs, knit hats, men’s or women’s 

http://www.galvbay.org/dolphin/
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toiletries, cards, note pads, pens, pencils, nail clippers, pkgs. of hot chocolate, microwave popcorn, 
cards, any Texas items. These are only a few items – a more complete list will follow on the website 
and Yahoo in a few days. If you put your purchases in a plastic shoe box – this can be used by the 
recipient later. 
 
Let’s all go to the dollar store soon and have fun filling up a box or two. These boxes mean a lot to the 
seamen who find themselves alone in a foreign port on Christmas. 
 
As an alternative, you can mail a check to TMCA c/o Marylou Clark and she’ll fill and wrap additional 
boxes.  $15-$20 usually fills one box.  Checks must be received by December 12 in order to have 
time to put them together. 
Marylou Clark 
18503 Kingstown Ct. 
Nassau Bay, TX  77058 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



                            TMCA Membership Renewal 

 

Type of Membership:              Single Membership       Dual Membership       
 
Captain: ____________________________            Co-Captain: _____________________________  
 
Address:_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Captain Email: ________________________        Captain Cell: ____________________________  
 
Co-Captain Email: _____________________       Co-Captain Cell: _________________________  
 
Home Phone: _________________________      Boat Name: ____________________________   
 
Length: ____         Make: _________________    Marina: ________________________________  
 
Dues are $50 for Dual Membership and $35 for Single Membership.  
 
Your check should be made out to TMCA and mailed with this Completed Form to TMCA, PO Box 946, 
Kemah, TX 77565 or brought to the monthly meeting at the Elks Club in Kemah. You can also pay through 
PayPal by going through the TMCA website in the registration area (See instructions below). All credit cards 
are accepted.  
 
Please include this form with your dues. Make sure all information is included before mailing your check and 
this form. We will be updating our membership database with this information. It is also extremely important 
that you also register your information into the website data base. Thank you for your help!  
 
MEMBERSHIP AGREEMENT  
The undersigned, hereinafter referred to as Member(s), by completing and executing this application enters into a 
Membership Agreement with Texas Mariners Cruising Association, hereinafter referred to as TMCA. Accordingly, 
Member(s) understands and agrees that one of the primary purposes of TMCA is to plan and conduct cruises along the 
coast and inland waters of the Gulf of Mexico, adjacent waters and occasionally to and in other locations designated by 
TMCA. The TMCA Cruise Committee may, from time to time, plan such cruises and designate member(s) as coordinators 
of such cruises. Member(s) understands and agrees that during such cruises, TMCA, its officers, committee members, 
designated cruise leaders, and others shall not, under any circumstances, be responsible for the safety of Member's 
passenger(s) or vessel(s). During such cruises, Member(s) agrees to hold harmless TMCA, it's officers, committee 
members, designated cruise leaders in their capacity as officers, from and against all damages to Member(s) vessel(s} 
and/or injuries of whatever kind to Member(s) and/or Member's passenger(s). Member further understands and agrees 
that during such cruises, Member(s) is solely responsible for the safe passage of his/her vessel(s) and for his/her full 
compliance with and observance of all applicable rules, regulations and laws of all applicable organizations and 
governments.  
This application and Agreement shall constitute a binding agreement between the parties hereof and shall remain in effect 
until its expiration and/or termination of the membership, in accordance with the bylaws of TMCA.  
 
Signed this ________ day of _____________________, 20_____  
 
 
 
Captain ______________________________________________ Co-Captain ________________________________ 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Renewing Dues via TMCA Web Site 
 

www.TexasMariners.com 
 
 
Log on to the TMCA web site 
 
Go to Membership My Account  
Click Edit  Update Your Profile to update your information. You can update your user name, profile photo, 
contact information, change your password, and add/update your boat photo. When completed, scroll to 
bottom and click Save.  
 

Renewing Membership  
Once you’re logged in, click Membership My Account Membership Tab. Select Renew Now to keep 
your current membership status (keep current single or dual membership), or Upgrade to change your current 
membership level (switch to different membership level).  
 
You now have the choice to renew now by any credit card via PayPal (click Subscribe) or mail in a check 
(click Pay Offline



 

Click here for TMCA Calendar 

 

 
 

 

2015 TMCA Trustees 

 

Trustee 2011      Commodore Doug Chappell  Dock Trauma  281-330-1163 

Trustee 2008      Commodore Marion Herndon    281-703-9322 

Trustee 2012-13 Commodore Steve Lee  s/v Waltzing Matilda 281-802-9838 

Trustee 2002      Commodore  Gloria Rooney   s/v St. Somewhere 281-499-4413 

 

 
 

Please send any articles you would like included in the TMCA Mariner to TMCA Mariner Editor at 
Newsletter@TexasMariners.com 

 
 
 

Texas Mariners Cruising Association, PO Box 946, Kemah, TX 77565-0946 
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2015 TMCA Officers 

 

                          Commodore: Bob Nickelson, m/v Docktari 713-826-7551 

                          Past Commodore: Martin Clark,  m/v Impulsive 281-435-1253 

                          Vice Commodore: Charles Parette, m/v Andiamo 
713-817-8263 
 

                          Rear Commodore: Charlene Lim, s/v  Sea Illusion 832-483-8086 

                          Cruise Captain: Jerry Simoneaux, s/v Tradewind 713-577-9587  

                          Secretary: 
Kathy Houser, m/v  Attitude 
Adjustment 

281-804-4122 

                          Treasurer: Debbie Sturgeon, s/v  Sol Purpose 832-474-5627 
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