October 2015

At the Helm
Bob Nickelson, Commodore
email: Commodore@TexasMariners.com

Into the fourth quarter - where has the year gone to?? My
"Commodoring” duties are on the downside.
We have completed the process of nominating the slate of officers for
2016 and think we will have a great 2016 with the new Board. The
nominees are as follows: Commodore - Jerry Simoneaux; Vice
Commodore - Charles Parette; Rear Commodore - Ladye Jane Stone;
Cruise Captain - Chris Bown; Secretary - Kathy Houser; Treasurer Neil Houser. All of the nominees have agreed to serve if elected - they
will be speaking at our next meeting - the floor will also be open for any
other nominations.
Since the club membership is continuing to grow, we have moved our storage unit and now have a
larger unit for more records and "stuff" - I think we will put good use to the extra space.
Looking forward to Allen's Landing this month along with three other great parties - plans are being
made for The Commodore's Ball - Get your fancy dresses and tuxes ready.
In the mean time, be safe and keep'em between the red & greens.

Bob Nickelson,
Commodore

The Corner of Vice
Charles Parette, Vice Commodore
Email: ViceCommodore@TexasMariners

Ahoy TMCA and Happy Fall to you all! The weather is now a little cooler
but still plenty pleasant enough to be getting out on the water to have fun.
I’ve always said that we need to get out and use our boats when the
weather isn’t perfect. Well, be careful what you wish for…..we were
leaving Pelican Rest Marina last Sunday, and it was raining, with a strong
north wind. When we got out in the bay, the swells were building. It was a
little rough, with lots of spray, it was a good experience, and good
practice. Just a reminder to keep an eye out on your weather window
before you set out.
Special Alert: Please note that our October monthly meeting will be
on THURSDAY October 15, 2016. We have a conflict with an Elks event. Our meeting in October is
the meeting when the proposed slate of next year’s TMCA officers speak to the members. This is
always a good time to hear what the incoming officers have in mind for the club for the following year.
Also in October, a representative from the Seaman’s Mission comes to talk to us about the Seaman’s
Christmas Box Project, which is a project in which TMCA takes part every year. There will be more
information about the Seaman’s Boxes on the website and on Yahoo in the next week.
Also, please remember that TMCA has wonderful activities almost every weekend! Do yourselves a
favor and take part in some or all of these activities. You won’t regret it!
Have a delightful October! I will see you on the water or at the docks!
Charles Parette,
Vice Commodore

The Social Scuttlebutt

Charlene Lim, Rear Commodore
email: RearCommodore@TexasMariners.com

Fall is my favorite time of year. As the weather cools all the fun heats up.
55 TMCA members got the opportunity to tour the YP655 during Sept.’s
dock party. It is an amazing vessel. Jim Hornung shared his knowledge
on the general history of Yard Patrol vessels. He happily gave everyone
tours of his boat. That is one cool big mama jama.
In case you missed the Moody Garden Nauti White party it was a blast.
Karen Chappell really knows how to throw a party. Magnificent music,
prizes and all the other fun surprises were nothing less than spectacular.
A big thanks to Karen Chappell and her marvelous support team. Great
idea, let’s pencil it in for next year.
All my pirate mates took their land yachts over to Railean’s Distillery for a lesson on distilling. We had
a great time taste testing all their incredible stock. We also got a taste of white lightening. Ouuuueeee
my eyes are still crossed. After a hard day of tasting all that Railean’s had to offer 50 of us
swashbucklers staggered over to Bubba’s Shrimp Palace for linner. Lots of laughter, chatting among
friends made for a wonderful day. All thanks to TMCA’s best EVER pirates Kevin and Vicki Berkebile.
I really love their pirate enthusiasm. I beeee’s ready to do some more sampling anytime my pirate
friends are ready to go again.
Every weekend has something fun filled to do with TMCA. Steve and I sailed down to Pelican Rest for
the Top Hats and Tuxedo (T-Shirt) Cruise. Boy oh boy what a great weekend that turned out to be.
The dinner provided by the local restaurant Number 13 was delicious. The Tuxedo’s outfits were
super spectacular. I got to say that TMCA folks have a good imagination. The winners were one cute
little Tuxedo Kitty and the brother from another mother. You have to see the pictures to understand. I
was sworn to secrecy on the details. Make sure to sign up next year so you won’t miss the fun.
The fun does not stop in September. October has a great line up starting with Doc’s Rock N Dock
Party this Friday night Oct. 2nd. Doc and Monica Mulloy along with the regular marvelous support
team have once again agreed to host Doc’s Rock N Dock Party at Taylor Crest Park in El Lago. Fires
will be lit at 6pm Senor Bean and Ben Reyna will start Doc’s Rock N the Dock shortly after. Bring a
chair, a dish to share and your favorite bottle of bubbly to sip on while you enjoy the evening.
And wait this fun weekend is not over yet. Darlings, it’s time to sharpen up your wine taste buds. Oh
yes you must become a connoisseur for the Windemere Wine Tasting event Saturday Oct. 3 rd from
6pm-11pm. Nothing could EVER go wrong with drinking wine at the remarkable Windemere Mansion.
The price is right, bring a bottle of wine (wine selection list available from the host-Kathy Houser), a
dish to share and a chair. You must register to receive a wine assignment and to attend.

Last weekend was a precursor for the remarkable The Allen’s landing party which is set for Oct 9 th. .
The Allen’s Landing Cruise is going to be a blast with lots of fun things to do. Your cruise will take you
up the bayou into the city. It will be the first time you’ve gone into downtown without hitting a traffic
jam and when you get there you have a reserved parking spot with a security guard. How good is
that? Upon arrival join the Tunnel and Chase tower tours hosted by Pam Gasper. Come back in time
to join Friday night’s band and dock party. You must bring a dish to share, a chair and your favorite
beverage. Sign up for the group dinner at the Spaghetti Warehouse for Saturday night at 7pm. It is
$23 for dinner, tea, and a desert. Must be paid to Charlene Lim Friday night. Saturday is for exploring
the cool adventures the city has to offer. It all starts with The Bayou City Art Festival, downtown
shopping, take a haunted tour, and rent a Segway to slide around, tour the city by bike, or metro,
travel to the Zoo, Saturday is all up to you. Make sure to make it back for the Spaghetti Warehouse
group dinner at 7pm. After dinner hang out at one Houston’s pub’s and watch a game. Plan on
driving down and joining us if you’re not coming by boat.
If you don’t have a boat and need a place to stay downtown Marriot’s SpringHill Suites is where most
of the TMCA members will be staying. The great rates are no longer available, but if you talk to them
very nicely and add a little tear in your eyes they might give in.
Don’t forget we have an early bird monthly meeting in October. It will be Thursday the 15th same old
time.
What would October be without an official Dannecker’s October Fest? Mark your calendars because
this is a party you will never forget. It is Oct. 17th from 6:30pm-tillllll. Bruce and Jayne Dannecker are
magnificent hosts and they really put on a fun party. Bring a dish to share, your favorite drink and a
chair. Please register on the TMCA website so that the host will know how much beer to buy.
Yippy skippy the next weekend is the famous Harvest Moon Party. If you’re not racing, just hop in
your land yacht and drive on down. They throw a great Rum party.
The Halloween Cruise is really a funny trip. You get to dress up in your custom and hang around a
camp fire and tell scary stories. Roast some orange marshmallows, smash pumpkins and just have a
good time

Charlene Lim
Rear Commodore
TMCA Knows Fun!!

The Cruise Corner
Jerry Simoneaux, Cruise Captain
email: Captain@TexasMariners.com

What an amazingly fun month September was! Our cruise leaders had
something planned for everyone. For those wanting to cruise just short
distance, Ladye Jane Stone
led a cruise to Redfish
Island for the 11th Annual
Labor Day Concert with
Kelly
McGuire.
Bryan
Austin counted at least 125
boats there. We were also
there in Tradewind (see
photo) and had a marvelous
time dinghying (yes, that is
now a word) around to some of the many other TMCA
boats there. A special thanks to Jill and Dan aboard their 65 foot Johnson named "Mr. Happy" for
letting Cindy Austin, Christopher and I crash their party. Totally worth it!
For those who wanted to travel a little farther, Bob
and Barbara Nickelson took us to Moody Gardens
for our annual TMCA Labor Day Cruise. Social
Director, Karen Chappell and the Nauti Girls,
outdid themselves with the over-the-top fun Nauti
White Party. At night, Moody Gardens dazzled us
with one of the best fireworks shows I’ve seen in a
long time!

For those who wanted a down coast cruise, Bill
and CJ Jenko cruised to Freeport for the Bikes
and Blues Festival to see over 20 live bands on 4
stages (at the ridiculously low price of $5!).
Closing out the month, Chris and Jane
Weierman, and Steve and Charlene
Lim organized another super fun
Tophats and Tuxedo (T-Shirts)
Cruise to Pelican Rest, complete with
a catered BBQ dinner. Does it get any
better?

This month, Philip Kropf and Ladye Jane Stone are leading us to Allen’s Landing, with a wonderful
list of events planned by Charlene Lim. This very popular cruise is already booked, but you can still
drive down and join the fun. Check out our calendar for more information.
Later this month is the Harvest Moon Regatta. So far, we have 9 TMCA boats racing 150 miles
offshore from Galveston to Port Aransas. For more information and to register your boat or find a
boat to crew on, go to www.HarvestMoonRegatta.com.
Ending the month is the Halloween Cruise to Double Bayou Pasture. If you haven’t been to the
pasture, I encourage you to go. Christopher and I will bring s’more fixins; you bring chairs, table, and
campfire ghost stories!
All these cruises, in addition to our many events, are on our calendar at www.TexasMariners.com
Jerry Simoneaux
Cruise Captain

Secretary's Report

Kathy Houser, Secretary
email: Secretary@TexasMariners.com

FALL……is Fall really here? I certainly hope so for I have had all the heat
I can stand!
October is going to be a very busy month of TMCA activities. Starting off
with Mulloy’s annual Dock Party on Friday October 2nd, the Urban Cowboy
Wine Tasting on Saturday, October 3rd, a cruising trip to downtown Allen’s
Landing on October 9th, and a party not to miss, Danneker’s Oktoberfest
on October 17th, then ending the month with Harvest Moon in Port
Aransas. If you miss any of these events it will be your loss so get on the
ball and get registered.

We have several new members this month so please join me in welcoming them:
Dale and Monique Henson
Jason and Carrie Chavez
Shane and Kay Crober
Charles and Lorraine Gautier
Todd and Shawn Doster
Rob Freas

I would again like to request that everyone check the website and make sure their information is
correct. Also, if you would like a TMCA badge, new or old please let me know and I will make one for
you. If you need a Burgee, I have those too!
Look forward to seeing you all very soon,

Kathy Houser
Secretary

Dollars And “Sense” from the Treasurer
Debbie Sturegon, Treasurer
Email: Treasurer@TexasMariners.com

After a couple of relatively quiet months, the Treasurer's job picks up
again at this time of year - membership renewals for 2016, budget
planning for next year, the Commodore’s Ball. Be sure to sign up for
that as it always a great way to round out the year.
I'm looking forward to the cooler weather, and some fun trips. A sail down to Galveston is in the near
future, and hopefully a few other weekends out in the Bay. I hope to see you out there!
Debbie Sturgeon,
Treasurer

Community Liaison Committee Chair
Philip Kropf
PKropf@flash.net
As usual, this month's column provides updates on a couple of important items
previously discussed, and then also some new items. And I hope that this
information is both interesting and useful to readers of this column!
1. All of the 30+ boats that participated in the recent “Catfish Cruise” to Bayland Marina safely made it
across the designated “recreational boater crossing area” of the Bayport channel where the Bayport
Channel Deepening and Widening Project continues. And this project will continue throughout the
winter and into the spring of 2016, and now perhaps with even greater impact on us boaters. A second

dredge pipeline has now been installed between the actual dredging area and the spoils disposal area,
this one leading diagonally off to the NE from the channel itself. A map of this can be seen by clicking
here although this particular graphic is actually being updated as I write this on 9/30. The latest
information as to where dredging equipment is located and where the safe “recreational boater crossing
areas” are located can usually be found however on the POH Deepening & Widening website by
clicking here.)
The POH website provides more detailed project information, including a link to a very informative pdf
file (click here) created by the POHA and Orion Marine Group. The two working dredges are required
to have AIS working at all times and can be seen on www.vesselfinder.com and on your vessel’s AIS.
They are also required to answer all VHF calls on channel 13.
2. In my past two columns I have mentioned yet another dredging project that boaters should be aware
of, this being dredging of the Houston Ship Channel between the Outer Bar Channel (offshore) and
Redfish Island.
Continuing until approximately December 15, 2015, the Hopper Dredges TERRAPIN ISLAND and
STUYVESANT are conducting dredging operations in the Galveston Ship Channel, Entrance, Outer
and Inner Bar Channels and the Houston Ship Channel, Bolivar Roads to Redfish Reef. Work
will be conducted 24-hours a day, 7-days a week. Dredged material will be placed at the Ocean
Dredge Material Disposal Site 1. Beneficial Use of Dredge Material will be placed on Galveston
Beach re-nourishment portion from 61st Pier South to Cove View Blvd. The Dredges will monitor
VHF FM Channels 13 or 16. Mariners are urged to transit the area at their slowest safe speed to
minimize their wake and proceed with caution after passing arrangements have been made.
Charts: 11323, 11324, 11326 LNM: 29-15
In the Local Notice to Mariners paragraph above there is mention of dredged material being used for
beach re-nourishment, and this part of the project does have some impact on us boaters, and
especially on the upcoming Harvest Moon Regatta! At the recent HMR Safety Roundtable event at
LYC, Tricia Campbell of the USACE gave a PowerPoint presentation on the infrastructure currently in
place just off the Galveston seawall west of 61st street that is part of this project, and which does
impact the racers. If you are HMR boat captain please make sure that you view and understand this
document! It is on the HMR website starting on slide 70 of the Safety Roundtable pdf file, but I have
also put it on the TMCA website and it can be found by clicking here.
The general information on the rest of this dredging project is that these two dredges are “hopper
dredges” which are actually big ships and which do their work by sailing up and down the HSC and
scooping up material as they go. There are no dredge pipelines for us to contend with in the HSC
portion of the project, but it is definitely possible that if you are running down the HSC below Redfish
and encounter one of these dredges coming inbound, that it could rather abruptly stop and make a
180° turn as it heads back down the channel and out into the gulf to dump its dredged material onto
the designated disposal site. So be aware and be careful!!!
3. Monthly maritime history lectures continue at the Houston Maritime Museum, usually on the
second Tuesday of each month. The next lecture, on October 13th, by Eric Young is entitled: “Visions
of the Bay: The Bayou, Our World and Beyond”. Information on all upcoming HMM lectures can be
found by clicking here. The museum provides sandwiches and beverages at these lectures so come
on out, see the amazing ship models and other objects in the museum, and learn about a bit of
interesting maritime history. And if you cannot make it to these lectures in person, videos are available
online at: http://www.houstonmaritimemuseum.org/past-events/. Check them out!
And as usual, if any readers have comments, questions, ideas, or information on events that I may not
know about, then I would definitely like to hear from you! Feedback is always greatly appreciated!!

(Last month I asked for emails that people are reading this column and I received only a single reply!
Anybody else out there???)

Philip Kropf
Community Liaison Committee Chair

Click here for TMCA Calendar
2015 TMCA Officers
Commodore:
Past Commodore:

Bob Nickelson, m/v Docktari
Martin Clark, m/v Impulsive

Vice Commodore:

Charles Parette, m/v Andiamo

Rear Commodore:
Cruise Captain:

Charlene Lim, s/v Sea Illusion
Jerry Simoneaux, s/v Tradewind
Kathy Houser, m/v Attitude
Adjustment
Debbie Sturgeon, s/v Sol Purpose

Secretary:
Treasurer:

713-826-7551
281-435-1253
713-817-8263
832-483-8086
713-577-9587
281-804-4122
832-474-5627

2015 TMCA Trustees
Trustee 2011

Commodore Doug Chappell

Trustee 2008

Commodore Marion Herndon

Dock Trauma

281-330-1163
281-703-9322

Trustee 2012-13 Commodore Steve Lee

s/v Waltzing Matilda

281-802-9838

Trustee 2002

s/v St. Somewhere

281-499-4413

Commodore Gloria Rooney

Please send any articles you would like included in the TMCA Mariner to TMCA Mariner Editor at
Newsletter@TexasMariners.com
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