
 

 
 

December 2016 
 

 
At the Helm 
Jerry Simoneaux, Commodore 
email: Commodore@TexasMariners.com 
 
As we enter December, the board is busy preparing year-end summaries and 
working with the incoming board for a smooth transition. Looking over the 
reports, I am very happy with where we are and how far we’ve come as a 
group.  Our membership is at a record high, our finances are in excellent 
shape, and we’ve had more cruises, socials, and educational events than 
ever before. 
 
To better serve our growing numbers, we made a few changes to the way we 
operate while maintaining important traditions and promoting the unfettered 
fun this group has always offered.  Our website allows you to register for 
cruises and some events where a headcount is helpful, and pay slip fees or 
other expenses in advance.  Online registration also helps our cruises leaders 
who now only need to look to one place to find your registration and 

information that they need to make slip assignments or other plans.  Having only one place for registrations 
also means no one inadvertently gets overlooked.  If you haven’t updated your TMCA profile online, please 
take time this holiday season to log in to our website (www.TexasMariners.com) to review your profile and 
correct any missing or old information.  
 
We’ve updated the way we communicate, too.  Members receive weekly notifications of all our cruises, events, 
and other social gatherings, along with this monthly article written by your board members.  Our members can 
interact online to share stories, photos, and videos in our Facebook Group 
(www.facebook.com/groups/TMCAgroup/) or our Yahoo Groups email listserv 
(https://groups.yahoo.com/tmcamariners).  If you are unable to attend our monthly meetings, you can view 
them live in our Facebook Group.  The video is also saved there so you can view it later if you missed 
something. 
 
Texas Mariners Cruising Association is one of the largest and most successful social boating groups along the 
Gulf Coast, and I am very proud to be a member as I hope you are.  Our growth and success are directly 
attributable to your enthusiasm, participation, and just plain fun attitude!  Thank you for being a member and 
helping to make TMCA such a joy to belong to. 
 
During the upcoming holidays, Christopher and I would like to wish you joy, peace, good health, and that you 
be surrounded by the love of your family and friends. 
 
Merry Christmas and happy holidays, 

 
 
Jerry Simoneaux,  
Commodore 
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The Corner of Vice 
Charles Parette, Vice Commodore 
Email: ViceCommodore@TexasMariners 
 
I hope everyone had an enjoyable Thanksgiving with Family and 
Friends.  Christmas and New Years are right around the corner.  We’ve 
had a great year as a club, and are looking forward to 2017 being even 
better.  Please consider getting more involved with TMCA, this club 
operates with a fleet of volunteers, and we’ll need more help next 
year.  For example, we need folks to help put together, and send out the 
weekly email updates, and information about the club and happenings to 
local magazines, and publications.  If you have a few minutes available 
each week, we’d love to have the help.  Just give me a call, send an 
email, or tell any officer you’re interested in helping out.  
  
We’ve had some great programs this year at the meetings, and most of 
the program suggestions come from our members.  Think about a topic 

you’d like to get more information on, and we’ll work to make it happen.  
  
On the maintenance front, this is the time of year to get that routine maintenance out of the way.  I’m 
doing a little troubleshooting on my generator, and part of that is testing the fuses.  I’ll be using a 
multimeter to do a continuity test on them.  If you don’t have a multimeter, this is a great time of year 
to put one on your list, and then learn how to use it.  
  
TMCA is a great boating club, full of great people.  Get involved, and let’s go out on our boats and 
practice.  Our dream of cruising is just around the corner. 
  
Get your calendars out, and mark these dates for January: 
 
Saturday, Jan 14th, Our Planning meeting is at the Elks lodge, 623 Hanson, in Kemah.  After a great 
year of cruises and parties, this is the meeting we set our calendar of events, dock parties, education 
sessions and cruises for the new year.  Join us at the lodge from 9 till noonish.  It starts at 9am, but 
get there early to have a coffee, a donut, and visiting.  Everyone is welcome, we need suggestions 
and volunteers.  This is a great way to get involved with TMCA.  If you’d like to host a dock party, lead 
a cruise, help with a cruise/party, or learn about what’s going on ….be there.     
  
Friday Jan 20th, Our January General Meeting.  Elks Lodge, Kemah.  Socializing begins at 6:00 pm, 
the business meeting starts around 7:30.  We’ll have a great boating related speaker.  This will be a 
delightful program.  Come enjoy dinner and drinks at great prices.  Be sure to bring your name 
badge.  See you there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Saturday, Jan 21, a two event day.  In the morning we have our orientation meeting, and at 6pm we 
have our Bunko Party.  The orientation meeting is great for new and old members alike.  You get to 
meet the 2017 officers, get an overview of the website, how to best use the site on your phones, learn 
about upcoming cruises and parties and how to sign up for them.  We’ll highlight some of our 
signature events, and give you an overview of our cruising destinations.  It’s from 9 to 11 am, but get 
there early for coffee and donuts.  This is your first step to get your return on your membership 
investment.  See you there.    
 
That evening is our annual Bunko Night.  Bunko is a super fun dice game that you can learn how to 
plan in just a few minutes.  You’re constantly moving to different tables, so it’s a great opportunity to 
meet everyone in the club. 
 
 
 
 
Charles Parette, 
Vice Commodore 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Social Scuttlebutt  
Ladye Jane Stone, Rear Commodore 
email: RearCommodore@TexasMariners.com  
 
As I look forward to 2016, I want to thank you all for giving me this As I look f 
Wow! – I can’t believe it is already December and this will be my last 
newsletter!  I imagine I’ll miss being so involved in all of the TMCA activities, 
but I am looking forward to giving Pier Pressure a glimpse of the bay again 
and see if I remember how to sail her.   
 
November was filled with fun events!  Thanks to Doc Mulloy for another great 
El Lago lakeside dock party and Nancy & Marylou for the Windemere Wine & 
Food pairing.  Due to weather, The Beaujolais Nouveau Wine Cruise became 
a dock party at Seabrook and had a great turn out – thanks to Jerry & 

Christopher for Plan B.  
 
December festivities begin with the Naughty Pirate Elf Weenie Grab which was rescheduled to Friday, 
Dec. 9 at Kemah Boardwalk Marina – hosted by Charlene & Steve Lim.  This is our annual hotdog 
social and White Elephant Nautical gift exchange, which is always fun, so hope to see you there.  
Saturday, Dec 10th is the annual Christmas Boat Parade which is a great way to get in to the 
Christmas spirit.   
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Our grand finale for the year is Dec. 17th – The Commodore’s Ball!   T  he invitations were mailed Oct. 
31st, so please contact me if you didn’t receive yours.  Also, remember that your rsvp must be 
received by Dec. 2nd.  This is always a very fun and elegant evening filled with surprises!  The food is 
always delicious, the band will be playing many of our favorites (which I requested from various 
members) and it's always nice to see everyone decked out (not in their deck shoes) for photos, 
dancing, laughing and recapping another great year!   
 

Last year was my first year to attend and I regret that I didn't go the 2 previous years I could 
have.  Sharing that special evening with all the friends I've made, being a part of the 'Change of 
Watch' ceremony, seeing those that have contributed acknowledged, all made me feel very proud.  I 
hope you all will join us for what promises to be a very enjoyable evening.  
 
Many also enjoy Sunday Brunch the morning following the ball.  If you would like to participate, 
please contact LYC and request the 10:30 seating with TMCA. 
 
If you haven’t already, please consider purchasing a TMCA Cookbook as a Christmas gift – it has fun 
stories, as well as good recipes from fellow members, that everyone will enjoy. 
 
As always, please check the TMCA website calendar often to ensure you don’t miss any upcoming 
fun and looking forward, please plan to attend the planning meeting in January to help fill our 
calendar with fun events for next year. 
 
I want to thank all my fellow members for giving me the 
opportunity to serve as your Rear Commodore this year and 
hope that I have fulfilled the role in some close proximity to 
those who have had this honor before me.  I especially want to 
thank all of you who volunteered thru the year – to host a dock 
party or social event, to help with ideas, planning, set-up, 
entertainment, support … everything!  The best way to get the 
most out of TMCA, is to get involved.  You meet more 
members, make new friends and enjoy all the events so much 

more.  
This 
is a 
wonderful, well respected organization and I 
feel honored to have been able to represent 
TMCA as an officer. 
 
I look forward to supporting our incoming 
board and next year’s Rear Commodore, 
Lori Friemel – I know she’ll be great! 
Cheers! 

 
Fun!! 
 
 

 Ladye Jane Stone 
Rear Commodore  
TMCA Knows Fun!! 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
The Cruise Corner 
Christopher Bown, Cruise Captain 
email: Captain@TexasMariners.com 
 
November was one of those months that everyone wants to 
remember.  We had 6 events in November with something for 
everyone.  
____________________________________________ 
 
On the 11th of November, everyone headed over to Job Beason Park 
for the annual Chilly Chili Cruise hosted by Bron & Steve Lee and Lori 
& Larry Friemel.  The weather was beautiful and we had more chili 
then we could eat.  Below are some of the winners. I don’t know what 
Larry Friemel had in those bags, but it sure made a lot of ladies 
excited.  
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And of course, you can’t have the Chilly Chili Cruise 

unless you have the International Championship Competition 
of everyone’s favorite dice game “Screw Your NEIGHBOR” 

____________________________________________   
 
The next weekend the Beaujolais Nouveau Cruise was canceled due to weather.  But Old Man 
Weather doesn’t know our TMCA members.  When it comes to wine and having a party, nothing can 
come between a TMCA member and their wine. Thanks to the tremendous last minute efforts of 
Ladye Jane Stone the Cruise was moved to Seabrook Marina where is was held in the covered 
pavilion and we had a great time.  Of course, some of us might have had too much of a good time if 
that is possible. Hummmmm?? 



 
 

____________________________________________   
 
The final weekend was the wonderful, fabulous and spectacular Zeeeeeeee French Peek Neek.  This 
cruise has been going on for over 18 years and this year we had 16 boats head over to the famous 
Double Bayou pasture.  What a super cruise and thank you to Larry and Lori Fiemel. 
____________________________________________ 
 
On a more personal note, it has been both an honor and a pleasure to serve as your Cruise Captain 
in 2016. What a year with more fun than should be legal. And, by the way, the final vote is in… YOU 
ARE ALL NUTS.  What a super, fun, crazy bunch of lunatics.  I can’t believe that you have elected an 
even crazier bunch of lunatics to serve as your 2017 Board members.   
 

 
Don’t forget that this club is all about you.  And it is everything that you want it to be.  Jump in there 
and lead a cruise. It is not that hard and the rewards are tremendous.  GET OUT THERE.  Look, 
discover, go somewhere you haven’t been, let the wind blow in your face, smile like a kid and make 
every day better than the last. We never know what will happen tomorrow, but we do know what is 
happening now. 
 
Remember no matter what you like to do, it is always better out there on the water with friends 
and family. 
 
Christopher Bown 
Cruise Captain – 2016 
TMCA – Cruising The World 
 
Now back to… s/v Rainbow 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Secretary's Report 
Kathy Houser, Secretary 
email: Secretary@TexasMariners.com 
 
Hello Cruisers!  I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving and are 
looking forward to the December holidays. 
 
Neil and I joined our oldest son Nolan and his family for the 
holiday.  They invited many of their family and friends to join in the 
celebration too.  30 people came and everyone brought a dish to 
share.  I felt I was at a TMCA Potluck event.  It was so much fun.  Nolan 
had hayrides for the children, crossbow competition for the adults and 
horseback riding for all.  It truly was an event of happiness. 
 
From Jacksonville, Florida we travelled to Cape Canaveral to visit 
Kennedy Space Center.  It has been long time since we have been 

there and we wanted to visit the new museum and to savor some fresh clams and lobsters too. 
 
I hope you all will be attending TMCA December scheduled events.  Our Board has worked extremely 
hard to offer you many fun times. 



 
Please join me in welcoming our November new TMCA Members: 
Terry and Debbie McElroy 
Christopher Hebert and Kenny Barclay 
 
 
Hope to see you all at the Commodore's Ball, 
 
Kathy Houser 
Secretary 
 

 
 

 
From Your Bean Counter’s Calculator 
Neil Houser, Treasurer 
Email: Treasurer@TexasMariners.com 
 
The year is coming to an end and I want to wish you a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.  May 2017 be your best year 
ever. 
 
Neil Houser,  
Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 Click here for TMCA Calendar 
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2016 TMCA Trustees 

 

Trustee 2011      Commodore Doug Chappell m/v Koastal Kabana 281-330-1163 

Trustee 2008      Commodore Marion Herndon     281-743-4230 

Trustee 2012-13 Commodore Steve Lee  s/v Waltzing Matilda 281-802-9838 

Trustee 1984-85 Commodore  Wayne Christopher    281-761-4233 

     

 

 
 

Please send any articles you would like included in the TMCA Mariner to TMCA Mariner Editor 
at Newsletter@TexasMariners.com 
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2016 TMCA Officers 

 

Commodore: 
Jerry Simoneaux, s/v 
Tradewind 

713-577-9587 

Past Commodore: Bob Nickelson,  m/v Docktari 713-899-1098 

Vice Commodore: Charles Parette, m/v Andiamo 
713-817-8263 
 

Rear Commodore: 
Ladye Jane Stone, s/v  Pier 
Pressure 

713-724-3535 

Cruise Captain: 
Christopher Bown, s/v 
Tradewind 

713-577-9583 

Secretary: 
Kathy Houser, m/v  Attitude 
Adjustment 

281-804-4122 

Treasurer: 
Neil Houser, m/v  Attitude  
Adjustment 281-772-4838  
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