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At the Helm 
Jerry Simoneaux, Commodore 

email: Commodore@TexasMariners.com 
 

 “Just when you think it couldn’t get any better…” is a phrase I 
heard repeated often last month.  TMCA made history with our first trip 
to Cuba.  It was not just history for our group, but it was also the first 
time in Cuban history that a group of Texans (or any foreign pleasure 
boating group, as I understand it) was allowed to sail into Havana 
Harbor since their revolution nearly 60 years ago.  One image that truly 
touched me was seeing an older Cuban gentleman sitting on the 
Malecón, Havana’s boardwalk, playing the Star Spangled Banner to us 
on his trumpet as we sailed by.  Just when you think it couldn’t get any 
better… 
 
Our Cruise Captain, Christopher Bown, did an outstanding job of 

making it all happen while navigating the constant and unpredictable changes in regulations and 
schedules, both here and in Havana.  Bravo!  He has more to say about our trip in his section of this 
newsletter. 
 
TMCA finalized plans to partner with Chris Blair, the owner of the TMCA Yahoo Group to make that 
listserv officially part of the many ways you can interact with other TMCA members.  You may have 
read some concern of the Yahoo group’s future and the fact that TMCA did not own or moderate it, so 
we could not control what might happen.  From now on, our club Commodore will be listed as the 
owner, and the Cruise Captain and Rear Commodore will be moderators.  Other moderators may 
also be appointed by the Commodore.  The TMCA Yahoo Group will be around as long as our club 
members choose to use it.  If you would like to join the TMCA Yahoo Group, go to 
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/tmcamariners/info  
 
Another increasingly popular way to share stories, pictures, and videos is on our Facebook group.  
We are adding features to this group as more of you join.  Recently, we began broadcasting our 
general meetings live in our Facebook group.  If you missed a meeting or want to review what the 
speakers said, live feeds are also saved as videos.  To find a video, go to our Facebook Group at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/TMCAgroup, ask to join the group if you are not already a member, 
then click on “Photos” in the menu bar and choose “videos” in the submenu.  While there, check out 
the “Albums” tab.  We’ve added one for our Cuba Regatta.  If you have pictures from your Cuba trip, 
please feel free to add them to the Cuba 2016 Album.  You can also create your own album for any 
TMCA event. 
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On a final note, our Yachting Club of America cards should be here by our next general meeting on 
July 15.  You may pick yours up at the meeting, or send me an email and I will get one to you. TMCA 
is one of 700 registered YCA yacht & sailing clubs across the country, with which we may enjoy some 
reciprocal benefits.  As I asked before, please feel free to use these cards when traveling, but respect 
our local yacht clubs and join them directly to use their facilities rather than using your YCA 
membership card. 

 
Until next time, throw off those bowlines…catch the trade winds…. 
 
Explore! Dream! Discover! 

 
 
 

Jerry Simoneaux,  
Commodore 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
The Corner of Vice 
Charles Parette, Vice Commodore 
Email: ViceCommodore@TexasMariners 

We went on the TMCA cruise to Cuba, and had a great time.  Hats off to 
our Cruise Leader, Chris Bown, he did a great job.  I hope we’ll be able 
to share some of the photos with you at our meetings. 

Our next meeting will be Friday, July 15.  The meeting will be held at the 
Elks Club, 623 Hanson Road, Kemah.  Socializing begins at 6:00 pm, 
dinner orders start to be taken at 6:00, business meeting begins at 7;30, 
and the program starts at 8:00 pm.  Our speaker this month will be 
Captain Carol Curtiss, Master – Chief Engineer.  She’ll be discussing life 
and work on the water.  Come enjoy dinner and drinks at great prices.  
Be sure to bring your name badge.  See you there! 

Regular maintenance pays off:  check your engine transmission, oil and battery fluids, clean your 
strainers.   When things don’t work, or stop working, always check the simple things first.  It’s 
Hurricane Season, so now is the time to prepare. Inspect your deck hardware, have extra dock lines 
with chafe protection ready.   

 

Charles Parette, 
Vice Commodore 
 
 



 
 
The Social Scuttlebutt  
Ladye Jane Stone, Rear Commodore 

email: RearCommodore@TexasMariners.com  
 

As I look forward to 2016, I want to thank you all for giving me this As I look f 

Wow!  What happened to June?!  Just returned from our amazing Cuba 
adventure and much to catch up on.  While we had a wonderfully fun time, 
it is nice to be back home and I hope to enjoy some time on Pier Pressure 
in July for some of the fun events we have planned. 
 
June fun began with the Eckenroth’s Hurricane Stay Away Dock Party at 
Portofino.  Our Cuba cruisers continued in TMCA style aboard Hollywood 
Ending while in Stock Island Marina in Key 

West, FL. and Magic Ride while in Marina Hemingway in Havana!  Thank 
you to the Bryan’s and Zarrow’s for hosting parties on their lovely boats!  
I must say, I was very proud to have our officer flags flying and to 
represent TMCA at the Hemingway Yacht Club presentation.  What a 
great group we have! 
 
July started with a bang!  Sounded like the July 4th weekend at 
Harborwalk and Oak Island were one big party and a fun time was had 
by all who attended.  Our July Dock Party will be Friday 8th at Kemah 
Boardwalk Marina.  Hot grill, share a dish, swimming pool, dinghy over 
and watch the fireworks at 9:30.  Saturday 9th, several will gather at 
Bubba’s Shrimp after the synchronized sail for good food and tall tales.  
Then the long awaited Fajita Fiesta party will be Saturday 23rd at Portofino!  There will be catered 
food, live band, swimming and other fun activities.  Please remember, you must register & pay in 
advance to participate in this annual FUN event! 
 
If you don’t already have your copy, be sure to get the TMCA Cookbook, “Treasures from the Galley” 
at the July meeting.  Even if you don’t cook, the humorous stories and history of recipes are worth 
reading.  
 
Dee Latiolais and I will be contacting the Marina Ambassadors soon to begin developing ideas on 
how we can meet our marina TMCA neighbors.  We now have a contact at almost every marina and 
need just a few more (Lakewood, Legend Point & Marina del Sol).  Please let me know if you would 
like to volunteer. 
 

Please log in to the web site, check the calendar and register for events to ensure you don’t miss any 
upcoming fun.  If you volunteered to host an event, please contact me to help enter the information on 
the TMCA website calendar. 
Cheers! 
 
Fun!! 

 Ladye Jane Stone 

Rear Commodore  
TMCA Knows Fun!! 
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The Cruise Corner 
Christopher Bown, Cruise Captain 

email: Captain@TexasMariners.com 
 
TMCA never stops cruising and sailing, especially when it comes to 
helping our community.  With this in mind, a flotilla of our members 
began June with the annual Sailing Angels Summer Sailstice.  The 
Sailing Angels Foundation is a charitable organization supported by 
experienced volunteer sailors.  If you haven’t participated in a Sailing 
Angels cruise think about contacting Dave McCabe with Sailing 
Angels at 281 507-1867.  Believe me, you will receive more out of the 
adventure than you can imagine. 
 
When June began many members wondered how TMCA could top a 
fantastic event like Spring Fling.  But true to TMCA fashion we did.  
Eighteen boats and 129 people signed up for the TMCA to Cuba 

Regatta 2016.  Right after Spring Fling, ten power and sail boats left Kemah and the surrounding 
areas to begin the trip to Key West, Florida in preparation for the Regatta to Cuba.  At Stock Island, 
Florida these boats were joined by 6 chartered boats to take TMCA to Cuba for the first time in the 
club’s history.   
 
The people of Cuba welcomed us with open arms.  Every day, was packed with exciting trips or a 
sailing experience.  TMCA was the first club granted special permission by the Cuban government to 
sail into Havana harbor.  Cuba still has a centuries old tradition of shooting off cannon at 9:00pm to 
signal the closing of the harbor and the raising of the chain across the entrance. With horns blaring 
and flags of all sorts flying, nineteen boats ventured into Havana harbor led by Commodore Diaz 
Escrich of the Club Nautico Internacional Hemingway de Cuba, in the power boats flotilla followed by 
Commodore Jerry Simoneaux of the Texas Mariners Cruising Association in the sailing boats flotilla.  
 

 
What a glorious site to see when you saw the TMCA burgee flying on these boats as they all entered 
Havana harbor and made the turn to pass the Morro Castle.  We were all asked to fly our Texas flags 
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as well as our burgees because we were the first boating group that had come from another state 
besides Florida.    
 

 
At the regatta dinner, hosted by Club Nautico, Commodore Jerry Simoneaux presented the TMCA to 
Cuba Regatta 2016 globe to Commodore Diaz Escrich in appreciation of the friendship and 
camaraderie of the two clubs. 
 
 

 
Also, during the ceremonies Bill Jenko received an award for being the first TMCA boat across the 
finish line. 
 
The entire TMCA board and a huge support team put this cruise together and we all should be very 
proud of this board and the leadership displayed to pursue this great adventure.  Texas Mariners 
Cruising Association will always be remembered as the first Texas boating group to venture into 
Cuban waters and the first of any boating group to enter into the harbor of Havana. 
 
 



 
Back Row: Christopher Bown, Larry Friemel, Ladye Jane Stone, Lori Friemel, Jerry Simoneaux 
Front Row: Linda Schoene, Charles Parette 
___________ 
 
Of course TMCA doesn’t just have one cruise going on at any one time.  We have over 600 members 
and we have all sorts of activities happening. 
 
John Allison was the leader of the Down Coast Cruise.  However, because of the recent rains many 
of the locks were closed and the commercial traffic was backed up.  Some of the boats decided to 
venture out and were not able to get very far.  But it doesn’t matter where TMCA goes they always 
have fun. 
 
Also, happening on the same weekend was the Texas Outlaw Challenge.  Nine boats signed up for 
Harborwalk with Ken Hutchinson at the lead.  The word is that if one more person jumped in the pool 
at Harborwalk there wouldn’t have been room for any water. 
 
Some really exciting cruises are coming up in the next few months. So, keep checking on the website 
and stay up to date with the weekly newsletter.  And make sure that you pay attention to the dates 
and times that the registrations begin. You don’t want to miss out on a cruise because you were 
sipping a cocktail by the pool… or do you? 
 
 Remember no matter what you like to do, it is always better out there on the water with 
friends and family. 
 
 
 
 

Christopher Bown 
Cruise Captain 

 
 
 

 
 



Secretary's Report 
Kathy Houser, Secretary 

email: Secretary@TexasMariners.com 
 

Have you been watching the TMCA Facebook and seeing all the fun 
our members are having in Cuba?  I am so envious of them.  It looks 
like everything is going well and they are having the trip of a lifetime.  
I cannot wait to see more pictures and hear about the wonderful 
excursions and sites they have participated in.  I am also interested in 
hearing about the Down Coast Cruise and the Texas Outlaw 
Challenge.  TMCA offers a varied amount of events that one has a 
hard time choosing which one to attend. 
 
July offers July 4th at Harbor Walk or a cruise to Oak Island.  I 
certainly hope you will be participating in one of them. 
 
During the month of June we have been updating the website and 
have encountered a few kinks here and there.  Mostly minor ones but 

I am not sure that I will be listing all the new members in June so if I miss someone I will be sure to 
announce them next month. 
 
We have several new members this month so please join me in welcoming them: 

 Joe Evans 

 Vic Harvey and Roz Evans 

 James & Kathy Hartzog 

 Bruce and Kelly Creswell 

 Craig Yakel & Angela Reed 

 Kim and Kat Coe 

 Carol & Tom Dayton 

 Joy Hill 

 Brent & Beverly Bates 

If you would like a TMCA badge, new or old please let me know and I will make one for you. They will 

be ready for you at our next monthly meeting.  If you need a Burgee, I have those too! 

Look forward to seeing you at the next General Meeting, 

 

 

 

Kathy Houser 
Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

From Your Bean Counter’s Calculator 
Neil Houser, Treasurer 

Email: Treasurer@TexasMariners.com 
 

  

So far the year has been a very good year.  Each event has been 
coming in with praise and in line with budgets.  We are reaching the 
end of totaling up the success of Spring Fling and we still have 
money in the bank.  I’m looking forward to the rest of the year being 
as successful.  That’s it for me.  Feel free to contact me if I can 
provide answers or assistance in any way. 

As Always, 

 

Neil Houser,  
Treasurer 

 

 

  

 
 

Click here for TMCA Calendar 

 

 
 

 
2016 TMCA Officers 

 

                          Commodore: Jerry Simoneaux, s/v Tradewind 713-577-9587 

                          Past Commodore: Bob Nickelson,  m/v Docktari 713-899-1098 

                          Vice Commodore: Charles Parette, m/v Andiamo 
713-817-8263 
 

                          Rear Commodore: Ladye Jane Stone, s/v  Pier Pressure 713-724-3535 

                          Cruise Captain: Christopher Bown, s/v Tradewind 713-577-9583 

                          Secretary: 
Kathy Houser, m/v  Attitude 
Adjustment 

281-804-4122 

                          Treasurer: 
Neil Houser, m/v  Attitude  
Adjustment 281-772-4838  
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2016 TMCA Trustees 

 

Trustee 2011      Commodore Doug Chappell  Koastal Kabana 281-330-1163 

Trustee 2008      Commodore Marion Herndon    281-743-4230 

Trustee 2012-13 Commodore Steve Lee  s/v Waltzing Matilda 281-802-9838 

Trustee 1984-85 Commodore  Wayne Christopher    281-761-4233 

     

 

 
 

Please send any articles you would like included in the TMCA Mariner to TMCA Mariner Editor at 
Newsletter@TexasMariners.com 
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