
 

 
November 2016 

 
 

At the Helm 
Jerry Simoneaux, Commodore 
email: Commodore@TexasMariners.com 
 
2016 has been an outstanding year for TMCA and there is every 
indication that 2017 will be even better.  Our club has offered more 
cruises, parties, and educational events than ever before, and our 
membership is the strongest it has ever been with well over 700 
members.  We are easily one of the largest and most active pleasure 
boating groups on the Gulf Coast.  I attribute our success to our 
members who are welcoming, fun-loving, and dedicated. 
 
It has been as much a privilege as it was a pleasure to serve as your 
Commodore this year.  I cannot thank you enough for the seemingly 
endless hours and tireless work many of you have put in to making this 
club such a joy to belong to.  Whether you hosted a dock party, led a 
cruise, arranged a special event, taught a class, volunteered (or were 

voluntold) for an event, or attended one of our many events with your smiles and laughter, you are 
the reason I and so many others love this club! 

 
On Friday, November 18, we will hold our Annual Meeting where you will choose who will take this 
club forward for us in 2017.  The general membership has nominated the following people, and I 
absolutely could not be happier.  These folks are among the most hard-working, dedicated, and super 
fun people I know.  The nominees are: 

 
Commodore:   Charles Parette 
Vice Commodore: Larry Friemel 
Rear Commodore: Lori Friemel 
Cruise Captain: Ken Ekenseair 
Secretary:  Kathy Houser 
Treasurer:  Cookie Johnson 

 
 I look forward to seeing you there.  Until then, throw off those bowlines…catch the trade 
winds…. Explore! Dream! Discover! 
 
 
 
Jerry Simoneaux,  
Commodore 
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The Corner of Vice 
Charles Parette, Vice Commodore 
Email: ViceCommodore@TexasMariners 
 
We just took the boat out onto the bay, and barely made it across the 
lake when the high water bilge alarm went off.  Linda was driving, so I 
quickly raised the hatch and saw water shooting up from the port engine.  
We quickly shut it down, and headed back to the slip.  Once tied up 
safely, I went into the engine room, and quickly found that a fresh water 
hose camp had failed, rusted on the backside, so I couldn’t easily see it.  
We keep lots of spares on board, and quickly replaced and double 
clamped the hose.  I’d encourage all of you to check your clamps, make 
sure they’re stainless, and consider double clamping them.  We spent 
the rest of the day giving the engine room a freshwater rinse, then 
applying some WD40.  
 
Friday, November 18 

The meeting will be held at the Elks Club, 623 Hanson Road, Kemah.  Socializing begins at 6:00 pm, 
dinner orders start to be taken at 6:00 pm, business meeting begins at 7:30 pm, and the program 
starts at 8:00 pm.  During the program, the ballots will be counted (hanging chads and all) from the 
vote for TMCA officers for the 2016 year.  At the end of the program the winners will be announced.  
Our speaker this month will be Dan Jacobs.  He’ll be discussing NOAA charting issues on our local 
waterways, including why things may or may not show up on our area charts.  This will be a delightful 
program and it always fun to hear who our new officers will be.  Last but not least, we’ll be presenting 
the TMCA Trophy for the Harvest Moon Regatta.  Come enjoy dinner and drinks at great prices.  Be 
sure to bring your name badge.  See you there! 
 
If you haven’t mailed in your ballots for the 2017 election of officers, be sure to bring to this meeting. 
 
 
 
 
Charles Parette, 
Vice Commodore 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Social Scuttlebutt  
Ladye Jane Stone, Rear Commodore 
email: RearCommodore@TexasMariners.com  
 
As I look forward to 2016, I want to thank you all for giving me this As I look f 
Fall is teasing us with hints of cooler weather and I plan to take Pier 
Pressure on a short cruise this month to take advantage of it.  I only wish we 
had pretty fall colors as well, but we’ll enjoy the bay. 
 
Our Women on the Water class was well attended and Jean Mason, Vicki 
Berkebile, Lori Friemel, & Linda Schoene did a great job presenting 
information.  I saw several ladies practicing what they learned with the 
rafting up at Allen’s Landing where Karen & her crew again out did 
themselves with our Oktoberfest dock party!  We had some Fun on the 

Bayou! 
 
The invitations for this year’s Commodore’s Ball have been mailed!  (Please contact me if you 
haven’t received yours)  I want to thank the ladies that helped with this undertaking, particularly 
Charlene for hosting and making it a fun evening.  Please remember that your rsvp must be received 
by Dec. 2. 
 
November is full of activities beginning with Doc’s El Lago dock party on Friday 4th.  This is a favorite 
location on Taylor Lake and there will be entertainment and open mic, so bring your musical 
instruments, vocals and join in the fun.  Sat. 5th is the long awaited Windemere Wine event!  Nancy 
and Marylou have put together what promises to be a wonderful evening and I’m really looking 
forward to it.  The other weekends in Nov. involve Chili, more Wine and French turkey, so I hope you 
plan to join in the food and festivities. 
 
Our TMCA Cookbooks are going fast and make great gifts for the holidays, so take a look at our 
monthly meeting.  As always, please check the TMCA website calendar often to ensure you don’t 
miss any upcoming fun.   
Cheers! 
 
Fun!! 
 Ladye Jane Stone 
Rear Commodore  
TMCA Knows Fun!! 
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The Cruise Corner 
Christopher Bown, Cruise Captain 
email: Captain@TexasMariners.com 
 
Wow! What a year.  That old saying sure proves to be correct.  “Time 
flies when you are having fun”.  This year sure has flown by and I 
know that we have had a lot of fun.  Sometimes we had several 
events on the same day.  But, with a membership of over 700 people 
we can easily handle multiple events with varied interest on the same 
day.   
__________________________________  
 
TMCA had a wonderful presence at the Harvest Moon Regatta.  We 
had boats winning in several categories and a special congratulation 
goes out to David Glascock and his crew on s/v Shell Seaker.  This 
was a first in TMCA history.  They were the first two-time and back to 

back winner of the TMCA trophy. 
__________________________________ 
 
The following weekend was the trip to Allen’s Landing led by Doug and Karen Chappell.  Talk about 
military precision.  Doug and Karen had everything timed and laid out to the smallest detail. What a 
beautiful weekend and a fantastic event.  On Friday, the evening was topped off with a costume 
contest for best dressed Biergarten Visitor. 

 
Barry Dupuy announcing the winner of the lady’s contest.  And Karen Chappell presenting the trophy 
to Maryann Tillson. 
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And we had a tie in the men’s contest.  Chuck Holden and Brian Austin showed everyone how to 
dance and drink German style. (Notice that Brian’s stein is empty) 
__________________________________  
This last weekend of October was the Halloween Cruise led by David Glascock.  Of course, no TMCA 
Halloween Cruise could go without costumes and boat decorations.  Here are just a few of the 
costumes and the winner of the boat decoration. 

     
Larry Friemel & his           Groucho and Harpo Marx         Sir Kevin &  
Dear or his Deer          Dan and Liz Monticello                   Lady Vicki Berkebile    
     



       
Carol Ekenseair   Phil Eckenroth &       Janet Medellin and     David Glasscock & 
      Nia        John Allison                Marion Herndon 

     
Philip Kropf     Naughty Pirate and naughtier Wonder Woman   Michael Harrison 
      Gailard and Annette Kunkle            Stoli & 
                      Constantine Volo 
 
                
 

 
Everyone sat around the campfire mesmerized by all the stories told, 

especially the “true” stories told by Ken Ekenseair 



 
 

And the winner of the scariest boat was the spider web covered  
s/v Oooh-la-la 

by Michael Harrison and Constantine Volo  
 

__________________________________  
 
Coming up in November is the wonderful Chilly Chili Cruise to Jobe Beason Park on 11-11-2016 to 
11-13-2016.  Bron & Steve Lee and Lori & Larry Friemel will be coordinating this cruise.  This is 
always an all-time favorite.  The slips are all booked up, but we do have a wait list and someone 
always has to cancel.  On Saturday evening, we will have a contest and prizes will be awarded for 
best traditional and non-traditional chili. AND after dinner make sure that you bring 3 quarters for a 
rousing card game of “Screw Your Neighbor”.  It is easy to learn, easy to play and a whole lot of fun.  
Sunday morning will begin with a special Veterans Day Observance at 8:30am and followed 
immediately by a community breakfast, at the pavilion. 
__________________________________  
 
On November 19th to the 20th we will be having a Beaujolais Nouveau Cruise to Bayland Marina.  
Because French law prohibits the sale of Beaujolais Nouveau until 12:01 am on the third Thursday in 
November, folks everywhere gather for parties, sometimes with fireworks, waiting for the clock to 
strike midnight, then cheer saying, "Le Beaujolais Nouveau est arrivé!" meaning Beaujolais Nouveau 
is here! Usually, you can pick up your Beaujolais Nouveau at Spec’s on Friday morning.  Jerry 
Simoneaux, our esteemed Commodore, will be leading this cruise.  The cruise begins at Marker 2 at 
10:00 am on Nov. 19th.  The Beaujolais Noveau tasting begins at 5:00 pm on the dock.  Bring 



appetizers and of course cheese. This will be followed immediately by an inebriation test to see if you 
can walk a straight line to the “Dish to Share Dinner”.   
For additional information check out the website or contact Commodore Jerry at: 
Jerry@Simoneaux.com 
__________________________________  
 

The final cruise for November will be the annual French Picnic (or Zee French PeekNeek).  This 

cruise has been happening for over 10 years and every year the crowd grows larger.   

Zee Great T.M.C.A. French PeekNeek will be held on Saturday November 26, 2016 under to oak 

trees by the pasture on the East Fork of Double Bayou, at 12-noon. 

Friday: 

Help the Friday arrivals get tied up to the bank and settled in. 

Docktails at 5:00 pm followed by a Dish to Share Meal. 

Bon Fire – bring marshmallows, S’mores fixins, roasting forks, hot chocolate  

Saturday: 

Prepare or bring a “French Dish” to share.  There will be judging of all French Dishes.  Prizes will be 

awarded to the two Best French (main) Dishes (including soups and salads), and to one Best French 

Dessert (incl. cookies, cakes, sweets).  The judging will begin at high Noon so you must be timely 

getting your dish to the tables and signed in so that the judges can begin promptly at noon, and then 

everyone can commence eating at 12:30 pm, hopefully.  

Be sure to check the web site for additional information or contact Bron Lee at 

BronLee.tx@gmail.com or Lori Friemel at lfriemel@airmail.net 
__________________________________  

As the fall moves in we should all get out there and enjoy this wonderful weather.  Soon, we will be 

hauling our boats out for winter maintenance and we won’t have the chance to enjoy them until next 

year.  GET OUT THERE.  Look, discover, go somewhere you haven’t been, let the wind blow in your 

face, smile like a kid and make every day better than the last. We never know what will happen 

tomorrow, but we do know what is happening now. 
__________________________________  

 
Remember no matter what you like to do, it is always better out there on the water with friends and 
family. 
 
 
Christopher Bown 
Cruise Captain – 2016 
TMCA – Cruising The World 
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Secretary's Report 
Kathy Houser, Secretary 
email: Secretary@TexasMariners.com 
 
Hello Cruisers!   
 
Well October was full of good times for all.  I especially enjoyed the 
Elissa Tour and lunch that our wonderful Commodore Jerry 
Simoneaux provided for us.  It was not only fun but a great learning 
experience.  
 
Then there was the outstanding weekend at Allen’s Landing.  Doug 
and Karen Chappell out did themselves again in arranging this fun-
filled weekend.  Octoberfest on Friday night, pub crawl on Saturday 
afternoon, a gathering for dinner and dancing Saturday evening and a 
mimosa send-off breakfast on Sunday morning.  Karen really knows 
how to throw a party.    
 

I hope you all plan on attending Doc Mulloy’s Dock Party this Friday evening.  It is always one to 
remember.  Then this Saturday night there is the Wine and Food Pairing at Windermere.  Nancy 
James and Marylou Clark have worked very hard to put this together and I know it will be a very 
“tasty” event.  
 
Now for some important information!  The 2017 TMCA Membership dues are due January 1, 2017 
and we are encouraging all to sign up now so you won’t be late.  You can pay by PayPal, check or 
cash; just please pay your dues on time. 
 
We have one new member this month so please help me welcome Ray Simpson. 
 
If you would like a badge you can sign up for one at the General Meeting or let me know and I will 
have one ready for you at the next meeting.  Also I am selling Burgees for $25 each and will have 
them at the General Meeting too. 
 
Hope to see you soon, 
 
 
Kathy Houser 
Secretary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From Your Bean Counter’s Calculator 
Neil Houser, Treasurer 
Email: Treasurer@TexasMariners.com 
 
This month has been a very active one.  What with Allen’s Landing 
and all the other things going on the month has disappeared.  We are 
now headed to thanksgiving and pumpkin pie. 
 
From the financial side I have been busy working on the Chart of 
Accounts so we can produce a meaningful budget for the next 
board.  With our Commodore’s input in the next couple of weeks we 
should have this all wrapped up in nice neat bow.  I’m excited over 
the new board to be elected soon.  And I’m looking forward to an 
even more exciting 2017. 
 
As always, if you have questions please feel free to call or email me. 
 

Neil Houser,  
Treasurer 

 

 

 Click here for TMCA Calendar 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
2016 TMCA Officers 

 

Commodore: 
Jerry Simoneaux, s/v 
Tradewind 

713-577-9587 

Past Commodore: Bob Nickelson,  m/v Docktari 713-899-1098 

Vice Commodore: Charles Parette, m/v Andiamo 
713-817-8263 
 

Rear Commodore: 
Ladye Jane Stone, s/v  Pier 
Pressure 

713-724-3535 

Cruise Captain: 
Christopher Bown, s/v 
Tradewind 

713-577-9583 

Secretary: 
Kathy Houser, m/v  Attitude 
Adjustment 

281-804-4122 

Treasurer: 
Neil Houser, m/v  Attitude  
Adjustment 281-772-4838  
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2016 TMCA Trustees 

 

Trustee 2011      Commodore Doug Chappell m/v Koastal Kabana 281-330-1163 

Trustee 2008      Commodore Marion Herndon     281-743-4230 

Trustee 2012-13 Commodore Steve Lee  s/v Waltzing Matilda 281-802-9838 

Trustee 1984-85 Commodore  Wayne Christopher    281-761-4233 

     

 

 
 

Please send any articles you would like included in the TMCA Mariner to TMCA Mariner Editor 
at Newsletter@TexasMariners.com 
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