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At the Helm 
Larry Friemel, Commodore 
email: Commodore@TexasMariners.com 
 
Spring is officially here and we were a very active group last month! 
The weather was beautiful every weekend and each of our events 
were a huge success based on all the great pictures and positive 
comments we have received. The fun continues in April with another 
full month of land and water-based activities for all to enjoy. 
 
 A great big thanks to all our members who have volunteered their 
time to help with the Southwest International Boat Show at South 
Shore Harbor Marina. Again, this year, our members will man the 
TMCA booth, be speakers at the educational seminars and assist 
with the after-hours party and raffle. So, come join us and stop by 
our booth for a visit. This is always a fun event and a great avenue 
to show the local boating community what TMCA is all about. Please 
check the website calendar for event details and if you plan to attend 

the show, don’t forget to wear your TMCA name badge to get a discount on admission. We look 
forward to seeing you there!   
 
Now that we have a couple of cruises in our log books, we’re hoping everyone and their boat is ready 
for the Summer cruising season to begin. Our Cruise Leaders continue to do a great job selecting fun 
destinations and providing the information that will help you plan your cruise. If you just want to stay 
close to home port or venture further, there should be a cruise for you.   If you would like to lead a 
cruise, need more information, or you’re new to cruising and just want to get started, just contact any 
of our cruise leaders and they will be more than happy to help you.  
 
Your Board and committee members have been very active the past month coordinating the many 
items required to keep TMCA running smoothly. A huge thanks to all of them for the continued 
commitment of their time! We have received lots of positive feedback on our boater education 
programs. The Boat Geek and Seamanship meeting segments have been very popular. Our Women 
on the Water classes continues to grow in attendance and we plan to have more as time permits. We 
will strive to present subjects that will be of interest to you and help us all be better mariners.   
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Again, I ask you to consider volunteering for one of the many club committees. They are not only a 
whole bunch of fun, they are informative and a great way to get more involved in the boating 
community. Please contact any Board member and we will help you get started.   
So, check those calendars, sign up for an event or committee and come join in all the fun! 
 
 
Larry Friemel,  
Commodore 
 
 

 
 

The Corner of Vice 
Jeff Kaspic, Vice Commodore 
Email: VC@TexasMariners 
 
Nice Weather!!! Enough said! Although the boating season never really 
stops, just slows down, it is ramping up.  Jacque and I enjoyed the 
Cedar Bayou Cruise lead by Russ and Carol Burchfield.  The journey, 
destination and company all were fantastic.  We are eager to go again!  
Thank you to Russ and Carol for safely leading us into the great 
unknown.  Thanks also to Bryan and Phillip for the write ups and 
charting for this destination. 
 
At March's meeting we changed up the program slightly.  We have 
included a monthly education segment in addition to our guest speaker.  
The response to this change and the first presentation was very 
favorable.  The fist presentation was understanding commercial ship 
hull markings.  If you would like a copy of the presentation please 

contact me.  
 
Walter Hansen from the Holocaust Museum was our guest speaker.  He delivered a chilling account 
of Nazi oppression of the Danish people and the restoration of the Hanne Frank one of the rescue 
vessels.  His presentation left you reflecting on the state of the World and what would you personally 
do if faced with similar circumstances as well as appreciation for the vessel restoration process. 
April's speaker will be Tricia Campbell with the USACE.  She will discuss the study currently being 
conducted to widen the HSC.  This will be very interesting and the results will have some level of 
impact on recreational boating in the future. 
 
WALKING THE DOCK 
220... 221 whatever takes..... volts that is 
This is the only line I remember from the 1983 movie Mr. Mom.  Although amusing, it highlights the 
fact that many of us take electrical power for granted while not completely understanding the basics.  
Take for instance our dock side shore power; although it can range from 110 to 120 volt AC it can kill 
you!  While walking the dock, I noticed the various practices of storing shore power cords - some 
excellent while some could prove troublesome. Before preceding please understand that this 
article is based on my opinion only derived from formal study and practical experience.  Since 
electricity is dangerous, any and all work done on electrical systems should only be executed 
by trained personnel. 
 
 
 



 
 
A quick refresher of the 3 major electrical parameters and their relationship to each other may be 
useful.  By comparing electricity to water flowing through a dock hose, most people who do not fully 
understand electricity may see the parallel and understand the concept.  
Voltage (measured in volts) is equivalent to water pressure.  Current (measured in amps) is 
equivalent to flow rate.  Resistance (measured in Ohms) relates to hose diameter and length which is 
the same in electrical systems. 
The pure relationship between these 3 parameters is as follows: 

 If the voltage increases then the current will increase (directly proportional relationship) 

 If the resistance increases then the current will decrease (inversely proportional) 

 As the resistance increases, the heat builds up inside the electrical cable will increase 

One of the biggest concerns we all face as boaters with respect shore power, is corrosion.  Neil 
Young sang about "Rust Never Sleeps" and corrosion from moisture, salt and poor connections 
(arcing) is constantly working against us.  When moisture/salt corrodes terminals / connections the 
resistance increases.  The immediate impact will be increased heat of our shore power 
cable/connections. This heat buildup is especially concerning.  The cable insulation can only absorb 
so much heat and once it reaches its limit, the next step is melting and possibly fire!  Yes I know there 
are breakers in the system, but breakers are designed to trip for over current not heat buildup.   
Additionally, as the voltage drops due to increased resistance, our electrical components may not 
operate correctly and quite possibly could face a shorter lifespan.  Try finding a replacement 
microwave for an older boat with an old dimension cutout!  Another cause for increased resistance is 
the length of the electrical cable.  The longer the run, the greater the resistance to the current flow. 
While we are specifically referring to shore power - 110-120 VAC, the same phenomena occurs in our 
12 VDC systems. 
 
TIPS   
Now what to do...  

 Good housekeeping.  Keep your cable out of the way of foot traffic and secured 

 When leaving the slip coil and secure the cord set rather than throwing it haphazardly on the 
finger or pier 

 Whenever I leave the slip and I'm not taking the cords with me, I take the two plugs and stick 
them into a gallon freezer bag and secure them to the dock. I would recommend a bag with 
tractor lock type pull as it is easier to close.  Leave a little corner open to prevent condensation 
buildup.  If you dock neighbor is carelessly washing everything in site with a hose or it happens 
to rain, water will have a more difficult time entering your connections. 

 Try to have only the amount of permanent shore power cable you need.  If you only need 12' 
don't use 50' 

 Unless you are trained and confident, try not to assemble your own cord sets 

 Make sure your connections are tight 

 Please use the sealing collar and ring - it keeps contaminants out of the connection 

 Please make sure different brands of cord sets and adapters connect snugly - no gaps 

 It may make sense to keep a can of electrical contact cleaner on board.  This will come in 
handy at different marinas as well as to perform routine maintenance on your system 

  Take periodic temperature measurements of cord set and all the connection points.  If you 
have 2 x 30 amp cords, measuring both (under load) may indicate a problem developing with 
one leg. 
 



Please plan on attending our next meeting and partake in the new education segment while being 
updated on cruises and social activities.  Additionally, please wear your name badges. 
Jacque and I hope to see you on the water!!         
 
 
Jeff Kaspic, 
Vice Commodore 
 

 
The Social Scuttlebutt  
Dee Latiolais, Rear Commodore 
email: RC@TexasMariners.com  
 

As I look forward to 2016, I want to thank you all for g 
Hello everyone – HAPPY SPRING!  FINALLY, it seems the cold 
weather has gone and left many bright, new days in its wake!  For 
many of us, this is the time that our boat social schedule really 
starts to pick up!  
 
Since I wrote to you last, TMCA has enjoyed SO many great and 
fun times! Ladye headed up the Parrot Nest party on Feb 24th  - 
that spot may NEVER be the same!  We really had a wonderful 
time, I hope YOU were there! Ladye ordered up perfect weather for 
us , Greg Stevens entertained us and , oh my gosh, those Shrimp 
Kisses were amazing! I am hoping to see many more TMCA land 
barge cruises to this great location.  
Our March Dock Party was a sale-a-bration!  We had a great “boat 

stuff bartering” time at Kemah Boardwalk Marina! A big boat barter thanks to Charlene and Steve for 
all their hard work! If you were unable to attend, I am pretty sure there is still a tv/vcr combo still 
available ..  you can probably find it on Craigslist!   
 
The WOW class was just that – WOW !  I know Jeff is working with this team of fabulous ladies to 
present more education this year. If you were not able to make it to the WOW class, you will definitely 
want to attend this class at the International In the Water Boat Show April 12th – 15th at South Shore 
Harbor.  Bridget and her team are ready for us at the TMCA booth – be sure to stop by and see our 
great volunteers! Bring a friend, attend some educational seminars and don’t forget the big Pizza 
party on Saturday night!   
 
Coming up on April 6th , the Gilligans Harbour Island Dock Party! This is an event NOT to be missed!  
The grills will be hot at 6pm. Bring a chair, a side dish and your favorite beverage. Special awards for 
costumes! The Harbour Island crew knows how to throw a FUN party – see you there!  
To close out the April social calendar, on April 21st, the Chopin gang is hosting a Shrimp Boil at  
Waterford Marina , Pavilion A , from 4-10pm. There is a $12 fee to for this event.  Register on the 
TMCA website so the Chopins know how much shrimp will be consumed. Swab says “Where y’at?” 
get on over here to this event – bring a side dish and your beverage of choice.  

 
Bella says get on out on the water and have a great month!  
 
Dee Latiolais 
Rear Commodore  
TMCA Knows Fun!! 
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The Cruise Corner 
Bryan Austin, Cruise Captain 
email: Cruise@TexasMariners.com 
 
So, what does a pirate pay to get his (her) ear pierced? More on 
that…or not… 
 
March brought us two great cruises to two very different bayous. Cedar 
Bayou cooling channel anchorage is about as off the beaten path as 
you can get. The other cruise to Pelican Rest marina in Offatts Bayou 
showed what a very nice marina and (albeit $$) restaurant looks like. 
April has another month of very diverse cruises from Easter at Moody 
Gardens, up close with the historic Tall Ships in Galveston, or a 
relaxing weekend anchorage and a full moon at Redfish Island. There 
are all kinds of cruiser skill points to be earned. If you get three (or 
more) boats together for an ad-hoc weekend (or week long) journey, I 
call that a cruise. Send me the info and earn the points.  

 
At the March TMCA monthly meeting, I briefly discussed making a “Boat Book” to capture key items 
about your boat that could help mechanics (and your spouse) with key items such as seacock 
locations, engine start/stop steps, reconfiguring ship/shore power as well as your boat 
startup/shutdown checklist. Additionally, the book should include part numbers and vendors for 
important serviceable maintenance parts for your engine (anodes, filters, coolant, impeller) and 
plumbing (filter, joker valve, etc). I would also recommend a simple electronic version so you will 
always have it with you. 
 
As I write, Austintatious and Plane to Sea are taking a leisure cruise down the coast and returning to 
Galveston and Moody Gardens for the “Moody Moonlight" Easter cruise. Powerplay joined us for our 
first stop at Harborwalk. Floyds is gone and it looks like slow going to get another restaurant in there. 
Our next stop was Freeport and Bridge Harbor Yacht Club. They have a number of transient slips 
available. The new A-dock floating pier is really nice with wide slips and short finger piers so stern-
first docking is the way to go. The pool-side bar/grill is open Thursday-Sunday. They are doing 
additional work in the club building and putting in a new restaurant but it looks like it may be 2019 
before that comes along. In the meantime, the marina can handle a 20-30 boat cruise. They are 
eager to see us come down. We made it south to Matagorda City Marina before turning around and 
heading north. Matagorda is a nice overnight stop with a long fuel (low price) dock and bait store 
along with the Waterfront restaurant within walking distance. Good slips and a big T-head. You can’t 
beat $45/night. If you can find the time, Kemah- Harborwalk- Freeport- Matagorda- Sanctuary (next 
stop south) then return makes a great trip. Stay a day or two at each stop. ICW traffic is much less 
south of Freeport. Be sure to contact the Brazos Flood Gate folks ahead of time about closures or 
passage limitations.  
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Oh, a buck-an-ear….if you didn’t already figure that joke out on your own. I have more…for another 
time. 
 
We are just getting started with the spring cruising so wash down, wax on, and cruise off to 
somewhere…anywhere.  
#MCGA 
 
Bryan Austin 
Cruise Captain  
TMCA – Cruising The World 
 
 

 
 
 

Secretary's Report 
Dawn Gibler, Secretary 
email: Secretary@TexasMariners.com 
 
Hello fellow mariners and happy spring!  I am writing this from the 
comforts of our boat, Amanhecer, which is docked at Moody Gardens for 
the weekend.  The weather is absolutely perfect other than a bit of wind 
and I am so looking forward to a wonderful fun filled weekend thanks to 
Charlene and Steve Lim.  Hopefully the weather next weekend will 
cooperate as nicely for the Tall Ships festivities.  
  

Help me welcome our new members: 
  

Locke & Camille Bryan 

Charles Cheng 

Jim & Robin Denny 

  Brandon Rathke & Alexandra Leming 

                        Ray & Jill Monette 

                                             Billy & Lee Moore 

                                             Rick & Lori Olson 

                                             Larry & Barbara Schuman 

  

 
Dawn Gibler 
Secretary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
From Your Bean Counter’s Calculator 
Cookie Johnson, Treasurer 
Email: Treasurer@TexasMariners.com 
 
 
Wow, what a fantastic group we have here at TMCA.   Such a great 
group of people who like to have fun and are so willing to share their 
expertise!!  I just really want to thank all of you for making our club so 
awesome!  A special thanks to Larry, our commodore who has helped 
us get our dinghy motor running and who I know helps so many in the 
club!  I also want to say that those who have volunteered to be on the 
committee or to offer locations for the Amazing Dinghy Race are an 
absolutely amazing group of people!  It is going to be a “(wait for it) 
Leg-en-dary” race.  (quoting, “How I met your Mother”).  You won’t 
want to miss this event in July! 
 
This year is already going by so fast!  We are excited for the April 

Dock Party!  I always wanted to be pretty like Ginger and cool like Mary Ann, but I could pass for 
Gilligan a little easier.  But Jay is a shoe-in for the Skipper!!  Tax Season will keep me pretty busy in 
April and then I am leaving for 8 days to do some hurricane relief in St. Maarten.  When I return we 
will be getting ready for the May dock party that On the Mark Financial Services (my company) is 
hosting in Watergate Marina!!  It feels like April is already over….   
 
We are doing well in our finances, but be sure to tell your friends about TMCA!  I hate for anyone to 
miss such an amazing group of people and the great time we have!!  At the meetings I am going to 
start sharing some ways to make income while cruising!!  I won’t be at the April meeting, so you will 
have to wait for May!! 
 
Happy Spring!!!! 
 
 
Cookie Johnson,  
Treasurer 

 

Click here for TMCA Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2018 TMCA Officers 
Commodore  Larry Friemel, m/v Seascape   281-832-0361 
Past Commodore Charles Parette, m/v Andiamo   281-793-7268 
Vice Commodore Jeff Kaspic, m/v Bare Footin’   832-707-0265 
Rear Commodore Dee Latiolais, m/v Uncorked   281-948-2265 
Cruise Captain Bryan Austin, s/v Austintacious   832-221-5416 
Secretary  Dawn Gibler, m/v Amanahecer   832-423-0617 
Treasurer  Cookie Johnson, s/v Cool Change  970-486-0192 
Webmaster  Linda Schoene, m/v Andiamo   281-433-0996 
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Please send any articles you would like included in the TMCA Mariner to TMCA Mariner Editor 
at Newsletter@TexasMariners.com 
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2017 TMCA Trustees 

Commodore 2002       Gloria Rooney s/v St. Somewhere  713-805-0843 
Commodore 2008       Marion Herndon    281-743-4230 
Commodore 2016      Jerry Simoneaux    s/v Rainbow            713-577-9587 
Commodore 1984-85 Wayne Christopher    281-761-4233 
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