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At the Helm 
Larry Friemel, Commodore 
email: Commodore@TexasMariners.com 
 
December has arrived and I would like to say it has truly been an 
honor to serve as your Commodore this year. As I reflect on this 
past year, the first thing that comes to mind, are all the smiles, 
laughter and fellowship I’ve enjoyed throughout the year. All will be 
remembered and cherished for years to come.      
 
I would especially like to thank all our member volunteers who 
contributed their time, talents and expertise to make this another 
memorable year with TMCA.  I’m very proud to be a part of such a 
fun loving and caring group of people.  
 
We have another busy month planned, with cruises scheduled to 
Offatts Bayou, Double Bayou and a dock party. Also, you are invited 
to join Lori and me at the Commodores Ball Saturday, December 15 

at Lakewood Yacht Club for a wonderful evening of fine dining, dancing and fellowship. 
 
The New Year will be here before we know and it will be time for our all-important January planning 
meeting. At this meeting you can share your ideas for the types of cruises and social activities you 
would like to see in 2019 and hopefully sign up to host a social activity or lead a cruise!  Also, in 
January there will be a Member Orientation meeting for you to meet the new Board Officers and learn 
about their roles and responsibilities. No matter if you are new to TMCA or a long-time member, this 
fun and informative meeting is a great opportunity to discuss club activities and learn more about 
TMCA.  So, watch the website calendar for dates and details on these important meetings!  
 
2019 Officer Elections are now final. The 2018 Board will be working closely with the 2019 officers all 
month to review budgets and activities to ensure a smooth transition of club business into next year. 
The new Board is really excited and looking forward to getting the fun started right away!  I think we 
have a knowledgeable, dedicated and fun-loving group of people to lead TMCA in 2019. Please join 
me in congratulating them on being our officers next year! The TMCA 2019 Board of Governors are: 
Commodore: Bryan Austin, Vice Commodore: Ken Hutchinson, Rear Commodore: Kelly 
Hutchinson, Port Captain: Maryann Tillson, Cruise Captain: Lamy Chopin, Treasurer: Cookie 
Johnson,  Secretary: Dawn Gibler, Webmaster: Linda Schoene.   
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Again, I would like to thank all our members for their participation, contributions and continued 
support in making TMCA the best boating club on the Gulf Coast!  
  
Lori and I wish each of you and your families a safe, healthy and joyous Holiday season. 
Happy Holidays and see to you soon! 
 
 
Larry Friemel,  
Commodore 
 
 

 
 

The Corner of Vice 
Jeff Kaspic, Vice Commodore 
Email: VC@TexasMariners 
 
The Holidays are here!!! As we all reflect on the past year successes, 
challenges and maybe some situations that may have been not so 
successful, I wanted to thank you all for the opportunity to be your Vice 
Commodore this year.  As I committed to promote marine based 
education this year I have enjoyed writing the monthly articles and 
preparing meeting trainings.  Reliving some of my early experiences in 
boating and scuba diving reaffirmed that I'm never too old to learn!  I 
hope this year you have learned new tidbits of knowledge or at least 
reconfirmed your existing knowledge.  I still believe that one of the 
strongest benefits of membership in TMCA is the educational 
opportunities offered to our members. We can hone our skills and 
increase our maritime knowledge; all of which will produce a more 
confident, humble and safer vessel operator.  Going into next year I'm 

very excited to see what direction the 2019 board leads our club.  
 
Phil Geren was our speaker in November.  Once again Phil did a fantastic job with sharing his vast 
maritime knowledge.  This time we learned the fine art of canvas creations and I know Jacque and I 
are going to be covering everything in canvas this winter!!  Thanks again Phil!!! 
 
Hobbling the Dock   
I had to get one more article in before I end the series that started as Walking the Dock and 
progressed to hobbling - for those of you whom arthritis is not a problem, count your blessings every 
day! If you’re anything like me you have zero ability of judging distances by sight.  With today's 
technology imbedded in our MFD's you can simply measure your distance to an object via range rings 
or the nifty measure tool which will tell you distance as well as bearing.  I have considered buying a 
hunting rangefinder to tackle this task but have not because most are camouflaged so I'm sure I 
would lose sight of it (this is called a joke...).  I learned an old school trick that will simply amaze your 
friends causing them to call you Crocodile Dundee or Thag (if your more inclined to Viking 
references) for evermore. Here we go: 
 
REQUIRED TOOLS of THE TRADE 
1 x tape measure - preferably with metric units 
1 x piece of line 4.5 feet in length (can use string but string does not sound very boater like) 
1 x Cray Shasta Supercomputer for high level mathematical equations or use an abacus, slide rule, 
standard hand calculator or pencil and paper if you’re that gifted 



= distance away in nautical miles 

1 x paper nautical chart or you can use an electronic chart but that defeats the point of the whole 
exercise  
 
First tie the ends of the line together forming a loop.  If my calculations are correct the loop should be 
approximately 2' or 60 cm in length (for those of you who will check 60 cm = 23.622 inches), .5 " 
accounts for the knot.  Let’s hold it right there... why is the line 60 cm in length and not some other 
arbitrary number? As you all know "ancient" mariners used sextants and nautical tables which 
measured angles and their corresponding distance away from the point of measurement.  With this 
ancient wisdom, it is known that the ratio of 60:1 equals 1 degree. Therefore, the distance of 60 units 
from your eye is used.  
 
Second, locate a structure on land such as a lighthouse, water tower, or other landmark also marked 
on your chart.  The height of the object should be listed on your chart and usually denotes where the 
measured height is.  For instance, the listed height of a lighthouse might be the center of the light and 
not the whole structure, it is important you know this so your measured data corresponds with the 
printed chart data.    
 
Wait just one second.... why use a metric tape or ruler, aren't you an American?  Yes, I am, but metric 
numbers are easier to compute than converting fractions to decimals for a non-mathematical inclined 
individual such as me.  Now that the details are explained let’s blaze forward. 
 
Thirdly, place the loop of line around your neck.  When your significant other is placing the loop 
around your neck, it is advised to not be engaged in any relationship difficulty or disagreement.  Next, 
with the tape measure in your hand, straighten your arm until line is taught - if you are seeing stars 
and feeling light headed, you have done something wrong - STOP and regroup. Sight down the tape 
measure and take the reading from the structure to the level of the sea remembering to start the 
measurement downward from the printed chart height reference.     
 
Finally, the heavy mathematics.  The calculation to use is as follows: 

 
Now you see why the Cray Super Computer is recommended! 
 
I know this technique will most likely never be used in this age of tech, but for fun, try this 
measurement and see how close you come to your GPS reading - preferably before you’re grounded. 
 
A quick story. Several years ago, Jacque and I were sitting on the beach minding our own business 
when two young boys approached and asked what time it was.  I looked up at the position of the sun 
and said it was 2:24 PM. The boys looked at me with the you’re full of bull excrement look so Jacque 
checked her watch and I was 4 minutes off - pure luck by the way! The boys were amazed and 
shouted out "he's Crocodile Dundee!!"  You too may be labeled as a mythical movie character by your 
passengers and crew if you pull off this technique. 
 
It's been a fun year and Jacque and I will be seeing you on the water with our Cray in tow!! 
Happy Holidays and safe boating to all.         
 
 
Jeff Kaspic, 
Vice Commodore 
 

 

height of charted structure in feet                 
height of measured structure in 
mm x 10 
 



The Social Scuttlebutt  
Dee Latiolais, Rear Commodore 
email: RC@TexasMariners.com  
 

As I look forward to 2016, I want to thank you all for g 
Hello dear friends! It is time for my farewell article – how did the 
time fly so quickly?  We have certainly had a wonderful and busy 
social year. A huge thanks to the Rear Commodores that have 
come before me. You have been an inspiration and answered so 
many calls and emails from me.  We have a wonderful membership 
in this club and that is YOU. Each of YOU makes us successful. So 
thank YOU, each and every one.  Whether you hosted a dock party, 
a social event, cleaned up after monthly meetings, offered GREAT 
ideas or simply provided moral support, thank YOU. 
 
We have successfully hosted 11 Dock Parties for 2018 and 12 
Social Events – wow!   What fun we have had and SO many 
memories made!  The November Dock party hosted by John and 

Wendy Ellor was no exception – a great time was had by all and we are so happy that they opened 
up their beautiful home to us! For the Grand Finale of dock parties for 2018, is the annual hot dog 
social hosted by Charlene and Steve Lim! Always a fun event, this year it will be themed as “The 
Dang Flipping Dog Dock Party”.  It will be at Kemah Boardwalk Marina on December 7th, 6:00 – 9:00 
P.M.  TMCA will provide Weenies, condiments, plates and picnic ware   Please bring a side dish to 
share along with your beverage of choice.  The Weenie roast will be held by the swimming pool 
area.  Docktails (social hour) starts at 6pm, followed by dinner at 7pm.  Gate code: Water Weenie 
Warrior coming 
 
The Commodore’s Ball is December 15, 2018 at Lakewood Yacht Club. The TMCA traditional formal 
event is one not to miss. If you have not received an invitation, please send an e-mail with your 
correct address to RC@texasmariners.com.   Please send in your R.S.V.P. card and full payment by 
December 2nd. There is a maximum number of guests that can be seated at the ball, so get your 
reservation and payment in now. Registration is filling, seating preferences will become limited. The 
Modulation Band will provide the music for entertainment and dancing and fine dining by Lakewood 
will make this evening special. Don’t forget to call Lakewood Yacht Club to make your reservations for 
the Lakewood Sunday Brunch after the Commodore’s Ball. This is a fun tradition that many enjoy 
after the ball. 
 
Congratulations to your 2019 Rear Commodore, Kelly Hutchinson AND Port Captain, Maryann Tillson.  
2019 is going to be an amazing year with lots of fun ahead! Making cruising simple again!  
Bella has enjoyed her nose in the limelight at the end of each monthly article. Bella says, all things 
new in 2019 – sign up for something or everything but get on out there and we will see ya on the 
water! 
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Dee Latiolais 
Rear Commodore  
TMCA Knows Fun!! 
 
 

 
 
 

The Cruise Corner 
Bryan Austin, Cruise Captain 
email: Cruise@TexasMariners.com 
 
This is your Cruise Captain speaking (one last time). 
 
Our 2018 cruising season is winding down. Cool weather light winds 
and (unfortunately) lower water levels make this a great time of the year 
to anchor out away from the dock; waking up to a cool, crisp, calm 
morning on the bay. I have enjoyed helping to build our cruise schedule 
and help each Cruise Leader execute their cruise. We had several first-
time Cruise Leaders step up to lead cruises which is vital for the 
continued growth of TMCA. I would encourage members who have 
been on cruises but have not led a cruise to take the opportunity and 
volunteer in 2019 to do so…Your new Cruise Captain will be there to 
help you along the way. 
 

Several November cruises had to be cancelled due to bad weather conditions; however, we finished 
the month with the annual French Picnic cruise to the pasture at Double Bayou. Some Sunday 
weather/water level concerns kept a few boaters away. This has always been a very unique cruise 
and hopefully next year will have a larger number of boaters taking the trek across the bay.  
 
By the time some of you read this newsletter, we will have TMCA boaters heading over to Galveston 
and Offatts Bayou for the Lollygagging anchoring out cruise and a progressive dinner share via 
dinghies. We also have a trip back to Double Bayou for a special Christmas cruise to enjoy the local 
holiday festivities. Our final scheduled cruise of 2018 will be a return trip to Moody Gardens just prior 
to New Years to enjoy the Festival of Lights and the unique and very cold, Iceland. Bring your ugly 
holiday sweater and have some fun. 
 
I have enjoyed my time as the TMCA Cruise Captain. My goal was to schedule cruises that 
emphasized all facets of boating safety and recreation while challenging members to take their boats 
to new areas around the bay and to offshore destinations. As a result, many more boaters have 
utilized the West Pass to/from Galveston; avoiding the transit in the Houston ship channel.  
 
See you in 2019.  
 
Bryan Austin 
 
PS: How about that A&M-LSU seven overtime football game?  
 
Bryan Austin 
Cruise Captain  
TMCA – Cruising The World 
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Secretary's Report 
Dawn Gibler, Secretary 
email: Secretary@TexasMariners.com 

 

We were very excited about the first ever electronic ballot.  We had a 
much higher response rate than we have ever had with the mail in 
ballots.  Thank you all for casting your ballots.  Using the electronic ballot 
saved TMCA money in copying, envelopes and stamps – more money to 
put into more fun activities! 

Membership renewal time has started.  To renew online, please go to 
Membership  My Account and click on the Membership tab.  You’ll be 
able to pay by any credit card thru the PayPal payment system.  
Remember dues have increased this to $45 single membership and $75 
dual membership.  Feel free to email me at Dawn.Gibler@itc.hctx.net if 

you have any problems logging on. 

Please help me welcome the following new members: 
Doyle & Terri Alfrey 
Caprice Dodson 
Lawrence & Jeannette Thames 
Garnett Beard & Anna Hegemier 
Thomas & Sonja Collins 
 

 
Dawn Gibler 
Secretary 
 
 

 
 

From Your Bean Counter’s Calculator 
Cookie Johnson, Treasurer 
Email: Treasurer@TexasMariners.com 
 
Wow!  It’s been a fantastic year with TMCA.  We’ve had a great year and 
I am so looking forward to 2019!  I hope it doesn’t go by as fast as this 
year. 
 
Last month I thanked the board and I had a few other thank you’s that I 
typed up and somehow I accidently deleted them when I went to move 
them.  So…here are a few more well deserved thank yous!! 
 
Linda Schoene must be the most patient incredible person on the planet 
because she continues to work with computers even after most of us 
want to throw them out the window and empty a clip into their hard 
drive!! I do not know how she does what she does or how she puts up  
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with all of our bitching…but she does!  Linda, you rock!  Thank you for all your work and all the time 
you put into keeping our website functional!!   
 
Thank you Ladye Jane Stone for all of the extra time and effort you have put into helping all of us this 
year.  Your talent never ceases to amaze me.  Thank you to Lori Friemel for so much behind the 
scenes stuff that you do and many don’t even know about.  You have so much to give and we are so 
lucky to be the recipients of your giving heart! 
 
My team for The Amazing Dinghy Race went above and beyond the call of duty this year!!  Wow, not 
even sure how to thank everyone who put in the time, talent, skill and money to make the race so 
much fun!!  Lamy and Wendy Chopin, Ladye Jane Stone, Bryan Austin, Jean Mason, Kelly 
Hutchinson, Kathy and Neil Houser, Cyndi McDermott, Gloria Rooney, Debbie McElroy, Dawn and Ed 
Gibler, Keith Veseleny, Deneen Taylor and a bunch of Watergate Marina boaters who jumped in to 
help with the scavenger hunt!!  Thank you all from the bottom of my heart for all your efforts, ideas, 
homes and donations!! 
 
2019 is going to be LEGENDARY!!! 
 
TREASURER’s TIP:  Do you want to control impulse spending?  Leave your debit and credit cards at 
home and only take them when you know you need fuel or you are going grocery shopping or 
shopping for a specific item.  Give yourself a mild cash budget for the month ($100 or $200 dollars).  
When you want to get that Latte from Starbucks, you will have to spend your cash.  It’s actually 
harder to break that $20 bill than to use your debit card!   
 
 
Cookie Johnson,  
Treasurer 
 
 
 
 

 

Click here for TMCA Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2018 TMCA Officers 
Commodore  Larry Friemel, m/v Seascape   281-832-0361 
Past Commodore Charles Parette, m/v Andiamo   281-793-7268 
Vice Commodore Jeff Kaspic, m/v Bare Footin’   832-707-0265 
Rear Commodore Dee Latiolais, m/v Uncorked   281-948-2265 
Cruise Captain Bryan Austin, s/v Austintatious   832-221-5416 
Secretary  Dawn Gibler, m/v Amanahecer   832-423-0617 
Treasurer  Cookie Johnson, s/v Cool Change  970-486-0192 
Webmaster  Linda Schoene, m/v Andiamo   281-433-0996 

 

http://www.texasmariners.com/


 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 
 

Please send any articles you would like included in the TMCA Mariner to TMCA Mariner Editor 
at Newsletter@TexasMariners.com 

 
 

Texas Mariners Cruising Association, PO Box 946, Kemah, TX 77565-0946 
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2017 TMCA Trustees 

Commodore 2002       Gloria Rooney s/v St. Somewhere  713-805-0843 
Commodore 2008       Marion Herndon    281-743-4230 
Commodore 2016      Jerry Simoneaux    s/v Rainbow            713-577-9587 
Commodore 1984-85 Wayne Christopher    281-761-4233 
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