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At the Helm 
Larry Friemel, Commodore 

email: Commodore@TexasMariners.com 
 
July is here and the old Sun is really cranking up the temps, but that 
doesn’t slow TMCA down a bit! Our volunteers are as busy as ever 
coordinating many different types of activities on or around the water 
to keep the summertime fun meter maxed out!  It’s really great to 
see such a large number of members using their boats and having 
so much fun out on our local waters. With this much activity, 
sometimes there is a limited amount of transient slips available at 
some of our events on the weekends. That said, we are bringing 
back the “Geezers cruises” during the week days to allow those who 
have the time or can take the time off, to enjoy their boats at various 
locations in and around the area. These events usually have less 
planned activities but always a lot of fun! Watch the web site for 
future “Geezer cruises” and consider joining in on these always fun 
events. 

 
Summertime is also a great time to hone your anchoring skills. Whether it’s Nassau Bay, Red Fish 
Island, Offatts Bayou or even the small islands near Smith Point.  This is the time of year to enjoy 
being on the hook.  We always enjoy anchoring and many times it has allowed us to participate in 
events at Moody when slips were not available. It was really great to see such a large number of our 
members anchoring out at our last Moody event and hopefully we will have even more at the next 
event! In the early days when we did not have a dinghy, there was always a TMCA member who 
would gladly offer a ride to and from the event, which eventually helped us in selection of the dinghy 
we purchased. So, think about giving it a try and see what this type of boating is all about. 
 
Your Board continues to work hard to keep TMCA running smoothly as possible and provide the 
types of activities and educational topics that may be of interest to you. Your feedback is always 
welcome and appreciated.  A huge thank you again to our dedicated volunteers on the outstanding 
job they do! 
 
Remember as we enter the more active part of tropical storm season, review your Hurricane prep list 
and your marinas storm requirements. Let’s hope we don’t need to use them this year! 
 
 
 
Larry Friemel,  
Commodore 
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The Corner of Vice 
Jeff Kaspic, Vice Commodore 
Email: VC@TexasMariners 
 
Hello from the Vice Commodore! I hope you are all leaving the dock 
and finding time to enjoy your boats!   As a reminder, we don't have to 
leave the Elks right after the meeting so continued socializing is more 
than feasible after the speaker, if you choose to do so.   
Last month's speaker was Danny Bergeron who provided a glimpse 
into the undersea environment around the world. Danny did a great job 
bringing us along on a trip far away from brown water... 
 
Our July meeting will be held on the 27th and our education segment 
will be devoted to TMCA's own Phil Geren.  Phil and Matilde have 
logged over 7,000 NM and will share their anchoring knowledge, 
expertise and practical know how with us. The following morning there 
is an overnight cruise to Red Fish where you may practice your 

anchoring skills.  If you are unsure about anchoring please plan to attend both events.   
  
WALKING THE DOCK 
You probably have noticed this and you might even do it yourself - connect your dock water hose 
directly to your boat thus bypassing the tank and water pump.   Seems to make sense until you forget 
to turn the dock supply off and the plastic fitting inside your vessel cracks and your bilge fills with 
water. Granted the water is fresh but none the less its WATER!!  Most of you may have heard of a 
case where the vessel owner was not at the boat, the fitting cracked and the bilge filled with water 
and had to be pumped out or worse, the boat eventually sunk. I know that bilge pumps are intended 
to displace water but they do not run forever.   I'm sure you all know the faith we put in or bilge pumps, 
but there are many factors that will cause the bilge pump to fail.  Some causes are corrosion on 
electrical connections, block inlets to the pump, blocked outlets, pump motor locking / failure, failed 
float switch which activates the pump, dead batteries if shore power fails and I'm sure there are many 
more. Although, the bilge pump may fail the Municipal water supply is virtually endless.  Consider the 
below examples of water flow rates by hose size, length and supply pressure:   
 

HOSE SIZE SUPPLY 
PRESSURE PSI 

HOSE LENGTH IN 
FEET 

FLOW IN GPM 

1/2" 40 25 24 

1/2" 60 50 15 

5/8" 40 25 44 

5/8" 60 50 28 

 
Please note that as hose length increases flow decreases  

Consider the 5/8" flow rate of 44 GPM or 2,640 GPH, in a 24 hour period that's 63,360 gallons of 

water in your bilge compliments of your Municipality. I understand that someone may notice your boat 

strip slowly descending into the murky abyss, or the steady stream of water pouring out of your above 

water through hull, but just think if no one comes around! As prudent mariners we have to plan our 

own strategies / contingencies and not blindly relying on others to save us.  If you are unfortunate 

enough to only get down to your boat on the weekends, in a 5 day period 316,800 gallons of water 



could be in your bilge if everything went against you - unlikely, but feasible. One gallon of water 

weighs 8.34 pounds  -  how many gallons would it take to change the stability of your boat?  Too 

much math gives me a headache!    
 
I appreciate the argument that why exercise your water pump when you can rely on dockside water 
pressure to deliver fresh water through your vessel.  Please consider that a water tank is finite and if it 
breaches you will only emit a maximum of the gallons in the tank.  More realistically, only a portion of 
water volume will leave the tank as the volume equalizes inside and outside the tank - unless the hole 
is in the bottom. Secondly, your water pump consists of a rotating shaft, impeller and pliable seals.  
The statement "rotating equipment likes to rotate" is certainly applicable here.  Of course with use 
your pump will eventually wear out but I would contend that if not exercised your pump will fail when 
you need it most. 
 
The inherent safety check by running water out of your tank via your pump makes sense to me. If you 
are a live aboard, you most likely have a system assuring the dock water is turned off when you are 
away from the boat.  I have seen too many boats with no one on board and the dock faucet left on.  
We all have to asses our individual risk avoidance so the please do what is right for you and hopefully 
the preceding information allowed some of you to think differently about dockside water supply. 
See you on the water and hopefully not under it - unless we are diving!!   
  
Jeff Kaspic, 
Vice Commodore 
 

 
 

The Social Scuttlebutt  
Dee Latiolais, Rear Commodore 
email: RC@TexasMariners.com  
 

As I look forward to 2016, I want to thank you all for g 
Hello everyone!!!!   Happy Summer boating season!  
 
We have had a lot of fun opportunities to get out and cool off in the 
water, both with events and cruises! I hope you found at LEAST 
one event to attend. Check out our current calendar for MORE fun 
events!  
 
As I mentioned in last month’s article - the Commodore’s Ball will 
be here before we know it , on December 15th . It takes a huge 
committee of volunteers to make this an amazing night.  I NEED 
YOU!  Please email me ( rc@texasmariners.com ) with your contact 
info if you are able to assist. We will have our first planning meeting 
very soon. THANK YOU!  

 
We had a great time at our June dock party - the Sun Dance Ceremonial Dock Party.  There was a 
nice turnout and the food was excellent! We will definitely have more events at this venue. A huge 
thanks to Sundance for their hospitality and amazing service.  
Movie Night at Kemah Boardwalk Marina on June 16th was a beautiful night – food was good and 
weather turned out to be perfect! Thanks to  Steve and Charlene Lim and to Kemah Boardwalk 
Marina for hosting! 
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Check your email at 8am on Tuesday mornings each week for the weekly update – lots of info in 
there for you.  
 
We still have room to squeeze in some additional social events this year  - get in touch with me if you 
would like to put something together .  
 
Bella says boat time is the BEST time ! Get on out there! 
 

 
 
 
Dee Latiolais 
Rear Commodore  
TMCA Knows Fun!! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Cruise Corner 
Bryan Austin, Cruise Captain 
email: Cruise@TexasMariners.com 
 
This is your Cruise Captain Speaking… 
 
This has already been a busy summer for our TMCA cruising and Cindy 
and I personally. We just returned from a fantastic Mediterranean cruise 
aboard the Viking Orion cruise ship. We were invited on the 
“shakedown" cruise and naming ceremony by the Viking Orion 
godmother, and former NASA astronaut, Anna Fisher. The cruise was 
over the top. I was honored to present a special memento from NASA 
and Lockheed Martin to the Captain and crew of Viking Orion.  
 
Now, back to reality. Harborwalk is coming back to life with the new 
marina owner. He (Paul) has been very welcoming to our TMCA 
boaters. Our Harborwalk Outlaw Challenge boaters were able to blend 

right in with all the other festivities.   
 
The Tippy Top Hats Pirates Pelican Rest cruise has been a success. Hats off to Jean Mason on 
leading her first cruise. She should get extra point for all the paperwork and coordination Pelican Rest 
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requires. Their transient dock appears to be filling up with full timers so future cruises here may be 
smaller.  
 
We have two fantastic cruises coming up later in July. The Redfish Island Anchoring Demo and the 
offshore Freeport Triangle cruise will both kickoff on the last weekend in July. The Redfish anchoring 
cruise will focus on learning and demonstrating proper anchoring techniques. Don’t miss the July 
TMCA monthly meeting which will focus on anchoring do’s and don’ts. The Freeport Triangle will 
exercise (and challenge) your offshore navigation and boat handling skills. Registration is limited due 
to slip availability at Bridge Harbor. 
 
Looking ahead, August should have our rescheduled cruise to Bayland marina, the Amazing Dinghy 
Race and wrapping up with Doc’s annual Double Bayou Fish Fry. We moved the fish fry to later in the 
year to coax some more water into the bay and minimize Sea Tow and TowBoat from being called.  
 
Six months into the 2018 cruising season, we’ve had 14 events that qualified as cruises (3 or more 
registered boats). At this point, we have had close to 70 boats participating in one or more cruises. 
The unofficial top ten Cruiser Skills challenge boaters (in no order) include: Marie Ellis, End of the 
Rode, Cambria, Awesome One, Nocturne of the Sea, Plane to Sea, Power Play, Mysteria, 
Lagniappe, and Largo. I still have a couple of cruise leaders that have not returned their cruise 
spreadsheets which will further affect the standings. Many of these point leaders have participated in 
3-4 cruises. So the challenge goes out to the rest of the TMCA boaters to look at the remaining 2018 
cruising schedule and plan now to join us on at least 2-3 (or more).  
 
Get out on the water and enjoy your boat…with others.  
 
Bryan Austin 
Cruise Captain  
TMCA – Cruising The World 
 

 
 
 

Secretary's Report 
Dawn Gibler, Secretary 

email: Secretary@TexasMariners.com 
 
Happy July fellow mariners!  I hope you are all enjoying our steam, boat-
perfect weather! 
 
We now have 514 members in the club.  Please help me welcome the 
following new members: 
 
Dan and Shawn Jensen 
Corey and Clarissa Webster 
Gary & Marchel Peterson 
John & Carol Nicholson 
Brett & Nina Barrett 
Christopher Dodgen & Connie Green 

                                              Sherman Pernia 
  

Dawn Gibler 
Secretary 
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From Your Bean Counter’s Calculator 
Cookie Johnson, Treasurer 
Email: Treasurer@TexasMariners.com 
 
 
June has flown by!! So much so, that we had to move the Amazing 
Dinghy Race to August 18th in order to finish all of the preparations.  No 
piracy will be allowed, speaking of piracy….  
 
It's 1715 in the Caribbean and the Golden Age of Piracy is at its peak. 
The War of Spanish Succession is over, and thousands of privateers 
are left without gainful employment. From bases hidden away in the 
Bahamas, buccaneers like "Calico" Jack Rackham, "Black Sam" 
Bellamy, and "Black Bart" Roberts gather those sailors under new 
commands to terrorize the seas. (Edward Teach, better known as 
Blackbeard, ties burning fuses into his hair to look more fearsome.) 
While there are never more than a few thousand pirates active at any 

given time, their legend will live on for centuries. 
 
What do you call a pirate with two arms, two legs, and two eyes? Rookie! 
 
Historians generally agree that the Golden Age of piracy "walked the plank" by 1730. At that point, 
European nations could deploy their navies to protect merchants, rather than fight each other. But 
pirates never fully disappeared. And our federal tax code — which some foes attack as its own form 
of piracy — may be making recovery even harder for the victims. (We all know auditors wear suits 
and skirts to the office. But don't you think at least a few of them would rather raise revenue by 
donning a pirate sash, grabbing a cutlass, and swinging from the nearest yardarm?) 
 
Does it strike you as odd that the "Pirates of the Caribbean" DVD comes with anti-piracy warnings? 
 
In May, the nonprofit group Oceans Beyond Piracy released their 2017 State of Maritime 
Piracy report. They found 71 pirate attacks in the Caribbean — a staggering 163% increase over 
2016. 59% involved robberies on yachts, while the rest involved commercial vessels. There were 40 
robberies, 17 failed attacks, 13 armed robberies, and 1 hijacking attempt. The pirates made off with 
$692,000 worth of ship stores and equipment and $257,000 worth of personal effects. Sadly, the 
report doesn't tell us how much of that loot wound up buried in wooden chests or identified on maps 
with "X" marking the spot. 
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Why do pirates read playboy? For the arrrticles! 
 
The tax code has always allowed itemized deductions for personal casualty losses, including 
shipwrecks. However, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 limits those losses to casualties resulting 
from federally-declared disasters. The new law doesn't change the theft-loss rules. But it essentially 
doubled the standard deductions, which should cut the percentage of taxpayers who itemize from 
about a third to about a tenth.  
 
How do pirates talk to each other? With an Aye Phone! 
 
See you out on the water, matey!  
 
 
Cookie Johnson,  
Treasurer 

 

Click here for TMCA Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

2018 TMCA Officers 
Commodore  Larry Friemel, m/v Seascape   281-832-0361 
Past Commodore Charles Parette, m/v Andiamo   281-793-7268 
Vice Commodore Jeff Kaspic, m/v Bare Footin’   832-707-0265 
Rear Commodore Dee Latiolais, m/v Uncorked   281-948-2265 
Cruise Captain Bryan Austin, s/v Austintatious   832-221-5416 
Secretary  Dawn Gibler, m/v Amanahecer   832-423-0617 
Treasurer  Cookie Johnson, s/v Cool Change  970-486-0192 
Webmaster  Linda Schoene, m/v Andiamo   281-433-0996 

 

2017 TMCA Trustees 

Commodore 2002       Gloria Rooney s/v St. Somewhere  713-805-0843 
Commodore 2008       Marion Herndon    281-743-4230 
Commodore 2016      Jerry Simoneaux    s/v Rainbow            713-577-9587 
Commodore 1984-85 Wayne Christopher    281-761-4233 
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Please send any articles you would like included in the TMCA Mariner to TMCA Mariner Editor 
at Newsletter@TexasMariners.com 
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