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At the Helm 
Larry Friemel, Commodore 
email: Commodore@TexasMariners.com 
 
June is here and TMCA has the fun meter pegged again!  With the 
great weather we’ve experienced lately, our members have been 
busy cruising up and down the coast with lots of fun packed land 
activities almost every weekend. Just a quick look at our calendar of 
events and you will see we have another full month planned.  You 
can’t say TMCA doesn’t know how to have fun!   
 
One of the things I think TMCA really does well, is the long-standing 
tradition of our members sharing information on subjects like 
navigation, new technologies, engine maintenance, boat systems, 
anchoring, docking and safety equipment. I’m always impressed with 
the wealth of knowledge that is readily shared by our members. 
Members are always comparing lessons learned after their cruises 
and day trips on the bay. Whether its new waypoints, hazard 

locations, a new product or just a great place to go to, there is always an exchange of information 
going on. Hopefully this will help us all have a safer and more enjoyable time while using our boats!  I 
also continue to get a lot of positive feedback on our Boat Geek and education segments at the 
monthly meetings.  A great example is lasts month’s segment on cloud identification and weather. 
Just recently, we were on an overnight cruise to Redfish island and had a great opportunity to 
observe the different cloud formations and related weather changes that we had learned about!  If 
there is a boating related subject you would like to hear more about, just let us know and we will do 
our best to make it part of the program in the future.  
 
I’ve been out on the water a lot the last few weeks and have noticed the bay water temps are getting 
warmer and our engine operating temperatures have increased slightly. This tells me it’s time to make 
sure the strainers, heat exchangers and sea water intakes are clean. Something I’ve noticed the last 
few years is a heavier and more frequent buildup of marine growth on our sea water intakes. I’m not 
sure if that’s just in our marina or area wide, so watch those temp gauges!  You don’t want to have 
any overheating issues and spoil a great day on the water. One thing is for sure, with our shallow 
water depths and summer time heat, our water temps are not going to get any cooler any time soon! 
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Again, I would like to remind everyone, we are still in need of volunteers to help with several future 
TMCA events. As everyone knows, we are an all-volunteer club and the more volunteers we have the 
more fun things we can do! If you’re interested in helping, please let me or any Board member know 
and we will help you get started.     
 
 
Larry Friemel,  
Commodore 
 
 

 
 
The Corner of Vice 
Jeff Kaspic, Vice Commodore 
Email: VC@TexasMariners 
 
As Jimmy Buffett reminds us in "Tryin' To Reason With Hurricane 
Season", we all have to reason with the season.  As of this writing, a 
disturbance is brewing in the Western Caribbean for Memorial Day 
weekend and beyond.  This month's newsletter will primarily focus on 
Hurricane Preparedness.   
 
First, a few comments about our monthly meetings.  As a reminder, the 
social hour begins at 6:00pm with the actual meeting starting at 
7:00pm. After last month's meeting, several club members complained 
about the behavior of some attendees.  Particularly, some TMCA 
members continued their socializing after the meeting began.  This is 
not only disrespectful to our guest speaker but is very rude to the other 
club members who are trying to hear the content of the meeting.  

Please remember that when the announcement is made to start the meeting, finish your 
conversations and listen to the content.  If you want to continue your socializing please quietly move 
to the entryway and speak quietly or move to the parking lot and speak loudly.  Please remember that 
our scheduled speakers are industry professionals and frankly are doing us a favor by sharing their 
knowledge.  Please show consideration of their time by paying attention.  If you are not interested in 
the presentation or have to be on your phone, please quietly leave the room or "act" engaged.   
 
This month's speaker is Danny Bergeron.  Danny is an experienced scuba diver, dive instructor and 
underwater photographer.  Diving for over 25 years he has logged over 3000 dives to some of the 
most beautiful locations in the world and has had his award winning photographs published in 
National Geographic, diving magazines and won Best In Show at the Galveston Art League show.  
Come join us for an inspiring journey through the underwater universe and learn some tips along the 
way.  
 
With Hurricane season upon us all, we must review our individual preparedness plans.  If you're new 
to the area or a seasoned veteran we all will benefit from reviewing our plans.  As Jacque pointed out 
to me, it does not matter what the so called experts say about the Hurricane Season, it only takes one 
to ruin your day.  The best source of information is your own marinas Hurricane Preparedness Plan 
as they will instruct you as to their expectations from you, recommend dock line sizes and line trying 
procedures.  As you walk through your marina take notice of the condition of your fellow boaters dock 
lines and slip.  If you suspect potential failure notify marina management. Remember that a negligent 
boat owner’s carelessness might very well damage your vessel! 
 



Below is the Hurricane Preparedness Plan from our marina.  The additional comments are from me 
and you all may have additional ideas.        
 

HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS 
2018 

Hurricane season has arrived with predictions for an active season. If you received a request from us 
recently to take care of a specific problem, please respond immediately. Otherwise, here are a few 
general reminders: 
  

1. Our boaters are special. We would like to be able to help all of you get ready for any storm. But 
when a storm approaches, the Marina staff will be occupied with many other duties. You must 
prepare your own boat or make arrangements for someone you trust to prepare the boat. Do 
not call the marina office to ask if it is necessary to secure your boat. Yes, you must secure 
your boat.  

2. Make certain that the office has complete and current information about how to contact 
you or your emergency contacts. Also, make certain that we have complete current 
information about your boat.  

3. Make certain that you have a valid Marina parking sticker on your vehicle so that you may 
return to the area after a major storm.  

4. Take pictures before and after you have prepared the boat.  

5. Begin early. If you cannot get to your boat quickly or will be gone for several days, prepare 
your boat before you leave. Remember that all evacuation routes are passable only before 
winds exceed 58 mph and before tropical rains begin. Likewise, sails and canvas are 
unmanageable in high winds and rain. Secure them before the wind and rain begin.  

6. Check size, condition and length of primary dock lines and spring lines. Double up on all lines. 
Do not tie lines to pilings. They will be removed!  

7. Remove all furling jibs.  

8. Remove all sails and sail covers or lash them down completely.  

9. Remove bimini covers.  

10. Remove shore power, phone and satellite cords.  

11. Remove dinghies from marina.  

12. Remove all portable dinghy docks from marina.  

13. Shut off all lines to fuel, propane, alcohol tanks, etc.  

14. Fill water tanks and close valves.  

15. Charge batteries. Shut off everything except automatic bilge pump. Check to make sure pump 
functions.  

16. Close all seacocks.  

17. Secure all articles inside vessel.  

18. Remove all ventilation cowls and put in plugs. Close all deck plates.  

19. Secure and seal all hatches and companionway covers.  

20. Secure fenders.  

21. Take all valuables and important papers with you.  

22. Secure lid to your dock box.  
 
Additional action items to consider 

1. Make sure your marina phone numbers are in your phone. 
2. When using chafe gear make sure it will allow the heat buildup from friction to dissipate.  If not, 

the line could fail from the chafe gear intended to protect the line. 
3. Make sure your anchor is securely locked in the pocket / bow roller with the safety line tightly 

secured. 



4. Remove loose cushions and open helm instrument covers.  
5. Make sure your fuel tanks are full. 
6. Make sure your holding tank is pumped - you may have to move onto your boat if your home is 

damaged. 
7.  Lower antennae's and any structure that is able to be lowered and secured.  
8. Step back from your boat and look at what items could blow off damaging other boats and 

remove or secure them. 

 
Back to happier thoughts..... See you on the water!  
  
Jeff Kaspic, 
Vice Commodore 
 

 
 

The Social Scuttlebutt  
Dee Latiolais, Rear Commodore 
email: RC@TexasMariners.com  
 

As I look forward to 2016, I want to thank you all for g 
Hello everyone!!!!   Whew!  Hope that you are staying hydrated – it 
is a HOT season already!   
 
Speaking of HOT, we have had some FUN events in May and lots 
more fun scheduled for June. Find at least ONE that you like and 
join us!! 
 
Before we talk about current events, I want to talk about a very 
special future event - the Commodore’s Ball on December 15th.  It 
takes a huge committee of volunteers to make this an amazing 
night.  I NEED YOU!  Please email me ( rc@texasmariners.com ) 
with your contact info if you are able to assist. We will have our first 
planning meeting very soon. THANK YOU!  

 
The Cinco de Mayo / May dock party was a BLAST!  Greg Stevens sang his heart out, as always, and 
a great time was had by all – OLE! Thanks to Cookie and Jay and volunteers.  
 
Thanks to Ladye for leading the Sam Houston Boat tour and lunch afterwards. This is always a 
popular venue and a boatload of fun.   
 
GREAT turnout for the Moody cruise events during Memorial Day weekend – full of fun events led by 
Karen Chappell, Kevin and Vicki Berkebile and a host of volunteers. It takes a lot of dedicated folks to 
make these events successful and this weekend was off the chain! Especially of note – a surprise 
appearance by Ken and Carol Ekenseair!  
 
We have some really great events coming up in June – our June dock party is the Sun Dance 
Ceremonial Dock Party.  Appropriately, this event will be held at Sundance Grill. This is the first event 
that we have held at Sundance and we are predicting it will be a great time with great friends! The 
registration for this event closed on May 28th – all that registered should have received a confirmation 
email.  
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Movie Night at Kemah Boardwalk Marina will be on Saturday, June 16th. Steve and Charlene Lim will 
be hosting  - this is the perfect time of year to catch a movie under the stars.  
 
Coming up the last weekend of this month, is the Tippy Tophat cruise to Pelican’s Rest … .more 
about that from our cruise captain but make note that there are several fun events during this cruise 
that you can DRIVE to attend if you are not able to cruise over .  
Lastly, mark your calendar for the July dock party – it will be here before you know it …. Dana and 
Gayle Dale are once again hosting the 4th of July themed dock party. It is a great location to watch the 
fireworks from, come early and stay late!   
 
PLEASE see our website for complete details on all of our cruises and social events – and register as 
required.  Check your email at 8am on Tuesday mornings each week for the weekly update – lots of 
info in there for you.  
 
Bella says get on out on that boat and have some fun! 
 

  
 
 
Dee Latiolais 
Rear Commodore  
TMCA Knows Fun!! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The Cruise Corner 
Bryan Austin, Cruise Captain 
email: Cruise@TexasMariners.com 
 
This is your Cruise Captain: 
 
Summer has arrived which means we have had our last cruise in May. 
The Memorial Day weekend cruise to Offatts and Moody Gardens was 
a success. In addition to the boats in the Moody marina, we had a few 
boats at Pelican Rest and another 10+ boat anchored in Offatts Bayou. 
Outstanding participation. We also had a cruise to Oak Island which 
further demonstrates the TMCA cruising versatility.  
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June brings a full month of weekend cruises to pick and choose from. We help kick off the Kemah 
June-July Friday fireworks with a Kemah Pyrotechnics Raftup on June 8th. The Texas Outlaw 
Challenge is going to Harborwalk again this year and we will be there (unless they aren’t). 
Registration is open for the June 23-24 Harborwalk Outlaw Cruise. The marina is under new 
management. Finally, June 29-July 1 we head to Pelican Rest for the Tippy Top Hat Pirates cruise. 
Head over to Amazon.Com now to get your costume! 
 
Sailing Angels has an event on June 16th which several of our TMCA boaters have volunteered their 
boats. If you are interested in volunteering your boat and short amount of time on a Saturday to cause, 
go to Sailing Angels website (http://www.sailingangels.org)  for more information. Contact Dave 
McCabe and get your boat registered. He will put you on his list. Dave will stop by an upcoming 
TMCA Monthly Meeting to briefly tell us more about what he is doing for special children and adults 
with cognitive, physical or emotional needs or chronic illnesses.  
  
I’d like to mention a couple of cruises in July and August. I’m putting together a Freeport Triangle 
cruise July 27-29. This will be an aggressive cruise to challenge your skills. Following an overnight 
anchorage in Bolivar Roads, we will navigate offshore to a waypoint then down to Freeport and 
Bridge Harbor Yacht Club marina. Head home Sunday in the ICW to complete the triangle…To kick it 
up a notch, we have a Friday night departure and overnight sail under a full moon or wait and catch 
the sunrise and Saturday day sail to Freeport. Registration will open later next month and is limited to 
about 10 boats (maybe more).  
 
Finally, our annual Doc Mulloy’s Double Bayou Fish Fry was rescheduled to August 24-26 to better 
align with a friendly tide. I need a cruise leader and someone to work with Doc to coordinate the Fish 
Fry. This is always a fun event. By delaying the cruise to a more favorable high tide, I see many more 
boats earning the elusive (“don’t run aground going into Double Bayou”) cruiser skill points.  
 
I have a complete set of routes and waypoints to get around Galveston Bay and over to our 
Galveston area destinations. I’m working to get the two .gpx files on the TMCA website for you to 
download and import into your chart plotter (more good skills to gain). Contact me via my email 
address (bryanaustin58@gmail.com) and I’ll send them to you. Disclaimer: These are my suggested 
routes and the ultimate navigation and control of your boat is up to you… 
 
That is all… Dilly, Dilly 
 
Bryan Austin 
Cruise Captain  
TMCA – Cruising The World 
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Secretary's Report 
Dawn Gibler, Secretary 
email: Secretary@TexasMariners.com 

Hello fellow mariners!  I hope you are adjusting quickly to the Houston 
summer which seemed to arrive overnight.  Starting last weekend Ed 
and I began our summer boating tradition of cruising in the evenings and 
anchoring out to have dinner on the water.  

As far as membership, we now have 509 paid members and I have 
deactivated the accounts for all non-paid members.  Feel free to e-mail 
me at secretary@texasmariners.com if your account has been 
inactivated and you would like to log onto the website to renew. 

 

Please welcome our new members: 
Cory & Clarissa Webster 
Brett and Nina Barrett 
John & Carol Nicholson 
Gary & Marchel Peterson 
Jay Bailey 
Billy Wiggins 

Happy boating! 

  

 
Dawn Gibler 
Secretary 
 

 
 
From Your Bean Counter’s Calculator 
Cookie Johnson, Treasurer 
Email: Treasurer@TexasMariners.com 
 
 
Hello TMCA!!  So glad the cold is gone!  What a great time we had at 
Moody Gardens for the Memorial Weekend.  It was a great weekend 
and the leaders did a fantastic job.  Thank you Karen, Vicki, Doug and 
Kevin!!  I am looking forward to this summer full of fun activities! 
 
Summer can be one of the hardest times to find discounts and bargains.  
This is the time of year for many businesses to make money and they 
seldom discount.  That doesn’t mean there aren’t discounts out there, it 
just may take some extra digging!!  If you find yourself overspending 
this summer, leave the debit card and credit card at home.  That will 
reduce impulse spending.  Only take the cards when you know you will 
need them, like when grocery shopping or getting fuel!!  And even if 

you don’t live aboard your boat, look at each purchase as if you do live aboard.  Is this a purchase 

mailto:secretary@texasmariners.com
mailto:Treasurer@TexasMariners.com


you are willing to allocate some of your limited space to?  Will it fit on the boat?  Will you need it on 
the boat?  Will you wear it often enough to justify space on the boat?  Will you use it often enough to 
let it take up space on the boat?  You will be surprised how many items you choose not to buy…more 
money for the cruising kitty!! 

 
Happy summer all!!!  See you at the dock parties and on the cruises!!!! 
 
 
Cookie Johnson,  
Treasurer 

 

Click here for TMCA Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

2018 TMCA Officers 
Commodore  Larry Friemel, m/v Seascape   281-832-0361 
Past Commodore Charles Parette, m/v Andiamo   281-793-7268 
Vice Commodore Jeff Kaspic, m/v Bare Footin’   832-707-0265 
Rear Commodore Dee Latiolais, m/v Uncorked   281-948-2265 
Cruise Captain Bryan Austin, s/v Austintatious   832-221-5416 
Secretary  Dawn Gibler, m/v Amanahecer   832-423-0617 
Treasurer  Cookie Johnson, s/v Cool Change  970-486-0192 
Webmaster  Linda Schoene, m/v Andiamo   281-433-0996 

 

2017 TMCA Trustees 

Commodore 2002       Gloria Rooney s/v St. Somewhere  713-805-0843 
Commodore 2008       Marion Herndon    281-743-4230 
Commodore 2016      Jerry Simoneaux    s/v Rainbow            713-577-9587 
Commodore 1984-85 Wayne Christopher    281-761-4233 
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Please send any articles you would like included in the TMCA Mariner to TMCA Mariner Editor 
at Newsletter@TexasMariners.com 
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