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At the Helm 
Larry Friemel, Commodore 
email: Commodore@TexasMariners.com 
 
We are off to a great start to the Summer cruising season! At every 
club event I see lots of smiles and from the level of laughter I hear, 
our members are really having a lot of fun. Everyone I talked to last 
month seemed to be looking forward to being part of this summer’s 
club activities. Whether it was a few hours on the weekend at one of 
our social events or one of the many TMCA cruises, we all just 
wanted to enjoy some time away from our normal routines.  
 
On a recent Sunday afternoon cruise with some TMCA friends, the 
amount of boats sharing the water with us told me we are not the 
only ones thinking that way! I’m so proud to be part of TMCA and 
such a great group of boaters who always operate their boats in a 
safe, knowledgeable and courteous way. Way to go TMCA, fly those 
TMCA burgees proudly and keep up the great seamanship! 

 
On the subject of cruising, our Cruise Captain Bryan Austin and all our cruise leaders have done a 
great job coordinating and providing information for all our cruise destinations. It seems, the new 
cruise point system has become a very popular topic of conversation, with lots of discussions on who 
will garner the most points this year. Several long-range cruises are scheduled this month and it will 
be interesting to see who the new points leader will be. With plenty of cruises scheduled for the 
remainder of the year, there is still time for you to join in all the fun! 
 
Our booth and boating education seminars at the Southwest International Boat Show was another 
success last month. Even with the windy start the first few days, we had a lot of interest in our club 
from the local boating community, with 70 new members joining at the show. Our booth was always 
busy with visitors and attendance in all the seminars was outstanding. Again, thanks to all that 
volunteered their time and expertise to make this another successful show.  
 
The 2018 Board and Trustees continue to be very active to ensure TMCA is running smoothly and we 
provide the types of club activities you have requested. So, check the calendar for all our upcoming 
events and come join us! 
Be safe and hope to see you soon. 
 
 
Larry Friemel,  
Commodore 
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The Corner of Vice 
Jeff Kaspic, Vice Commodore 
Email: VC@TexasMariners 
 
The boating season is upon us!!  Time to get that boat out of the slip! 
Please make sure to check your operational readiness, safety 
equipment - especially flare expiration dates and most importantly sign 
up for one our many TMCA cruises.  The best way to confirm your 
knowledge or increase your confidence with your vessel, operation 
skills or just to have fun, is to get it on the water!! 
 
There has been some confusion as to our monthly meeting start times.  
The actual meeting starts at 7:00 PM. The Elks take food orders at 
6:00 PM.  We have to start the meetings at 7:00 PM to incorporate our 
knowledge sharing while providing ample time to our guest speakers to 
present their material. The web site calendar is the official source for 
meeting information, so please review often for any updates. 

 
April's speaker was Tricia Campbell with the USACE.  She provided a most interesting presentation 
about the dredging operations along the HSC.  Tricia was a very good speaker who informed the 
group and fielded several questions. 
 
Our May speaker will be Capt. Steven J. Huttman, Vice President Operations with G & H Towing 
Company which was established in 1934 as an operating company for Bay Houston Towing 
Company and Suderman & Young Towing Company. Today, it is one of the oldest and most 
progressive towing companies on the Texas Gulf Coast.  Providing both escort and harbor tugs, 
Steve will provide a very interesting glimpse into this advanced service.  We have already been 
educated in the tow industry, now we will be exposed to the technologically advanced work horses in 
our harbors.    
 
WALKING THE DOCK 
It can’t be that hot.... can it?  
 
Morning came to s/v Third Child, Jacque’s parent’s Catalina 30.  As we gently swayed on the hook 
we were surrounded by beauty.  We were anchored in Shark Harbor, a small gunk hole on Catalina 
Island's Windward side.  Catalina is off the cost of Los Angeles, CA and while only 26 miles from the 
main land, once you were there, you entered another world of tranquil serenity.   The majestic open 
Pacific was off her bow while the rugged lands of Catalina flanked her stern, to port and starboard.  
The plan for that morning in 1987 was to motor sail 2 hours to the Catalina Harbor (aka Cat Harbor) 
for some more civilization and some excellent abalone diving. As we headed out to the open sea, we 
headed west toward the West End and everything was going just fine.... we thought.   
 
The excited conversation of abalone diving suddenly was hushed when the alarm sounded. Jerry 
immediately jumped into the salon to view the illuminated alarm light/temperature gauge and then 
opened the engine compartment. The engine high temperature alarm was sounding.  He yelled up to 
me at the helm "take her out to sea!!”  Luckily the main was up and as we fell off the wind on her nose, 
we quickly made way from the rocky shore who was hungry for fiberglass. We instinctively looked 
over the transom for the tell-tell sign that cooling water was flowing and were relieved that there was. 
We planned some contingencies as we made way to the open Pacific because who wants to tack!  
 

http://www.bayhouston.com/
http://www.bayhouston.com/
http://www.sandy-tugs.com/


We saw a sport fisher making way - in a hurry I got on and hailed him on the VHF. We explained our 
situation and being more familiar with our sails rather than the diesel and asked for advice.  He simply 
said if the engine is truly overheating you could barely hold your hand over it.  Well it was not so we 
concluded that it was a bad sending unit.  We "tapped" it with a wrench and started the engine and 
the alarm didn’t go off, what master mechanics we were! We quickly decided to get the wind on our 
nose and travel to the West End and to the Lee side of the Island to the remote outpost known as the 
Isthmus and grab a mooring ball.  We could have sailed but the winds were not cooperating and I 
didn’t want to enter the anchorage at night. The Isthmus had a restaurant, small dive shop with 
compressor, a large bar and most importantly friends of ours who ran the Harbor Patrol. We radioed 
them with our situation and engine details and they called the "big" town of Avalon down Island. In 
Island talk, you say “I’m going Over Town” if going back to the mainland or “Down Town” if going to 
the  "sprawling metropolis" of Avalon. Avalon’s major mode of transportation is the golf cart to give 
you an idea of how big it is.  The Harbor Master made some calls and had a new sender sent over 
from the mainland on the daily supply ship to Avalon.  From there it traveled by ferry to us at the 
Isthmus.  It’s nice to be liked!!  We changed the sending unit which worked perfectly and we enjoyed 
the rest of our cruise!! 
 
Back then we did not have instant read infrared thermometers we only had to use our best judgment 
and take on some risk. If we had a hand held infrared thermometer, we would have instantly known 
that the sending unit was bad and would not have had to worry about losing an engine as we got 
back to safety. You can purchase these for under $20.00 and for that price they will be satisfactory for 
the boating environment.  You can spend more for higher accuracy and if a numerical read out just 
won't cut it for you, invest in a FLIR   (Forward Looking Infrared ) thermal imaging device.  With these 
devices you can see hot/cold spots with dramatic imaging, but they are expensive.  I have used the 
digital temp guns for years during equipment evaluations by conducting a temperature profile over the 
cooling systems.  By conducting this data collection over the system you can pinpoint blockages of 
oil/coolant which result in operating temperature difficulties. Applying this to our boats is straight 
forward; you can verify temperatures of your engine, transmission, generator and electrical system. 
By collecting temperature data from the water inlet to the exhaust discharge and then comparing it to 
the specifications, you can determine potential problems before becoming serious.  One idea is to 
measure the following points on all engines, transmissions and the generator: 
The raw water inlet - this is done to establish your starting temperature   
Measure the closed loop cooling system which includes up and downstream of all the heat 
exchangers 
Measure your electrical connections especially shore power connections 
When measuring electrical connections you should be looking for the abnormal connection which is at 
a higher temperature than the others.  Since you may have to remove protective covers, please be 
careful around electrical connections so as not to touch the connection with the gun. 
You can measure your shore power cable for hot spots.  If you have 2 x 30 amp cords, put full load 
on the boat and measure each cord at different points and look for temperature hot spots. 
Measure each cell and the connection points on your batteries when your charger is on.  If the one 
area of the battery is hotter than all the others, you may have a cell preparing to fail. 
Measure the temperature of all new heat/cooling related components that are replaced on your boat 
Measure the senders at their location.  The sender should be more accurate than the heat gun but if 
they are dramatically different you may want to measure up and downstream on the engine to check 
for consistency.     
    
TIPS 
When taking temperature readings it is best to be repeatable.  In other words, go back to the same 
sample point and at the same operating conditions.  This consistency will provide you with a good 
moving picture of the coolant systems on your boat.  With this data you will be able to verify your 
gauges, notice gradual or steep (sharp) changes in performance and plan for corrective actions.  The 



temp guns should be placed as close to the test area as possible and typically don't perform well on 
shiny, reflective surfaces.  I mark the area to be tested with a black marker.  This practice not only 
negates the reflectivity, but marks the sample spot for repeated sampling.  
 
By sampling your system at dock while at idle your will gain valuable performance verification.  You 
should conduct the same samples while underway at normal cruising speed.  This is not very 
enjoyable but could alert you to trouble approaching.  Some boats have excellent instrumentation 
which will display these readings and if you have these on your boat consider yourself very fortunate.     
 
We will see you on the water!! 
       
 
 
Jeff Kaspic, 
Vice Commodore 
 

 
The Social Scuttlebutt  
Dee Latiolais, Rear Commodore 
email: RC@TexasMariners.com  
 

As I look forward to 2016, I want to thank you all for g 
Hello everyone!!!!  – HAPPY BOATING SEASON!  With all the fun 
events and cruises that have happened in April and are coming up 
in May, everyone should be able to find something that appeals to 
them! Woohoo!   For you new members – SIGN up for an event 
and let the leader of the event know it is your first time – we will 
make sure that you meet everyone.   
 
Since we last spoke, we had the super fun Wacky Tacky Hat party 
at Moody. A great time was had by all. Thank you Steve and 
Charlene! 
 
The April dock party - the Gilligans Harbour Island Dock Party- was 
AMAZING! The venue was great and the costumes were fun!  The 

Harbour Island crew knows how to throw a memorable party.  
 
The Boat show, of course, was great and Bridget had it all planned out AND we had a good number 
of new members sign up – yay! 
Most recently, the Chopin gang hosted a Shrimp Boil . Due to weather forecast, flexibility was in order 
and they were able to move the party to the Elks. FOOD, FUN, MUSIC, FRIENDS – it was all there in 
abundance. We were so thrilled with a guest appearance from Ken and Carol Ekensair. Sure have 
missed them! 
 
Coming up this month is the annual Cinco de Mayo Dock Party at Watergate on May 4th.  The Sam 
Houston Boat Tour is on the 12th – if you have not been to this tour before, get on to the website and 
sign up today! To end out the month, May 26th will be the Return of the Rat Pack party at Moody.  
PLEASE see our website for complete details on all of our cruises and social events – and register 
where required.  Check your email at 8am on Tuesday mornings each week for the weekly update – 
lots of info in there for you.  
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    Bella says Ahoy – see you on the water! 
 
Dee Latiolais 
Rear Commodore  
TMCA Knows Fun!! 
 
 

 
 
 

The Cruise Corner 
Bryan Austin, Cruise Captain 
email: Cruise@TexasMariners.com 
 
This is your Captain speaking,…....from Central England. We are in the 
middle of our week long, narrow boat, canal (bareboat) charter. Words 
can’t fully describe this unique adventure. Numerous locks, rolling 
hillsides and a great boating community. I hope to bring a short video 
presentation to an upcoming TMCA meeting.  
 
Back to the real world of cruising. We have two very diverse cruises 
coming up in May. We will be heading back to Redfish Island for the 
Kitefest Cruise. Then, for Memorial Weekend, we have our cruise to 
Moody Gardens and the return of the Rack Pack Party.  
 
Here’s a tip to get out of a tight side-tie docking situation. Use a 
technique called “warping”. When you can’t go forward or reverse 

without hitting another boat, tie a dock line to a bow cleat and tie it to the dock. Turn the wheel into 
the dock and gently apply power. The dock line holds the bow in place so it becomes a fixed pivot 
point. The only part of the boat that can move is the stern, which swings out in an arc. When the stern 
swings free, reduce the power, release the bowline and gently back out. Try it some time when you 
have an open T-head in your marina.  
 
Now, back to some more fish n chips, a cold pint of beer and another day on the English canals 
 
 
Bryan Austin 
Cruise Captain  
TMCA – Cruising The World 
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Secretary's Report 
Dawn Gibler, Secretary 
email: Secretary@TexasMariners.com 
 

Greetings from your Secretary!  As of last weekend we have 490 paid 
members.  Thanks to all that have renewed.  I have begun inactivating 
accounts so please contact me via e-mail 
at Secretary@TexasMariners.com if your account has been inactivated 
and you would like to renew your membership. 

 We’ve had several new members that have joined recently so please 
help me welcome them. 

  

Ron & Julie Johnson 
Craig & Marilyn Pierce 
Allen Warren 
Tom & Michelle Smith 
Thomas & Patricia Sovulewski 
Ed Novess 
Suzanne Kutach 
Todd & Jeanie Woodruff 
Pete Tarantola & Victoria Mason 
Chris & Christy Davis 
Malin Laplace & Aaron Williams 
Steve & Michele Belmonte 
John & Sarabeth Butler 
Aaron & Julie Turner 
Aaron & Vickie Oldham 
Peter & Marisa Knag 
Paul Arden & Linda Harper 
John Le Cour & Monica Gonzalez 
Elaine Gajewski 
David & Kathleen Sulkis 
Darren Woods 
John & Jane Krommenhoek 
Valeria Vann & Jose Velasquez 
Rue Christensen & Richard Beech 
Rick & Kamara Heussner 
Candy Day 
Betty Carr 
  

 
Dawn Gibler 
Secretary 
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From Your Bean Counter’s Calculator 
Cookie Johnson, Treasurer 
Email: Treasurer@TexasMariners.com 
 
 
As many of you may know, I just returned from a short mission trip to 
St Maarten to help out after both Irma and Maria caused so much 
heart wrenching damage.  For those of you who dropped off needed 
items to take, thank you!  The people we were working with were 
blessed and thankful.  It is hard to describe the emotions I went 
through while visiting. Being a live-aboard made the impact even more 
powerful than I could have imagined.  So many of the residents in St 
Maarten work for the tourist industries, which are still trying to rebuild, 
so many were out of work and unable to repair even the roofs on their 
homes.  There was one family whose boat was damaged and pushed 
up against a bridge, so they braced it and are living on it next to the 
bridge while they try to make repairs. Access to materials is limited 

and extremely expensive, so rebuilding, for many residents, is not even able to be started.    
 
This past hurricane season we saw so much destruction.  Corpus, Rockport and Houston had so 
much damage and destruction.  We can, however, count our blessings that we have been rebuilding 
and that we have access to so many tools.   We are truly blessed and I am so thankful for so many 
things, and especially thankful for this club and the friends I have met here!! 
 
See you at the May dock Party!  I am lucky enough to be hosting it at my office!  We have Greg 
Stephens playing guitar, margaritas, a hot grill and photo opportunities!!  You won’t want to miss this 
one!!! 
 
 
Cookie Johnson,  
Treasurer 

 

Click here for TMCA Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2018 TMCA Officers 
Commodore  Larry Friemel, m/v Seascape   281-832-0361 
Past Commodore Charles Parette, m/v Andiamo   281-793-7268 
Vice Commodore Jeff Kaspic, m/v Bare Footin’   832-707-0265 
Rear Commodore Dee Latiolais, m/v Uncorked   281-948-2265 
Cruise Captain Bryan Austin, s/v Austintatious   832-221-5416 
Secretary  Dawn Gibler, m/v Amanahecer   832-423-0617 
Treasurer  Cookie Johnson, s/v Cool Change  970-486-0192 
Webmaster  Linda Schoene, m/v Andiamo   281-433-0996 
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Please send any articles you would like included in the TMCA Mariner to TMCA Mariner Editor 
at Newsletter@TexasMariners.com 

 
 

Texas Mariners Cruising Association, PO Box 946, Kemah, TX 77565-0946 
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2017 TMCA Trustees 

Commodore 2002       Gloria Rooney s/v St. Somewhere  713-805-0843 
Commodore 2008       Marion Herndon    281-743-4230 
Commodore 2016      Jerry Simoneaux    s/v Rainbow            713-577-9587 
Commodore 1984-85 Wayne Christopher    281-761-4233 
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