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At the Helm 
Larry Friemel, Commodore 
email: Commodore@TexasMariners.com 
 
November is here and I can’t believe how fast the last 10 months 
have gone. With the number of activities planned for the remainder 
of the year, it looks like our club will keep the fun meter pegged right 
on into the new year! A huge thank you to all our Cruise leaders and 
event organizers who give their time and talents to make sure the 
year-round fun never stops!  
 
In addition to all the fun things scheduled for this month, our annual 
club meeting will be held on Friday November 16.  This is the 
monthly meeting our 2018 Officers present year end reports and we 
choose our officers for 2019.  This year we are using a new email 
voting system and final results will be announced at this meeting.  If 
you did not receive your email, please check your spam folder or 
contact Dawn Gibler, dawn.gibler@cts.hctx.net.  Our members have 

nominated some great individuals for the 2019 Board. I think they are fun-loving, dedicated and very 
qualified to lead TMCA in 2019.  
 
The nominees are: 
Commodore:  Bryan Austin, Vice Commodore:  Ken Hutchinson, Rear Commodore: Kelly 
Hutchinson, Port Captain: Maryann Tillson, Cruise Captain: Lamy Chopin, Secretary: Dawn Gibler, 
Treasurer: Cookie Johnson 
 
I would like to thank the Nominations Committee and Board of Directors for their dedication, time and 
expertise in this year’s election process. Great job everyone! 
 
Plans are almost complete for this year’s Commodores Ball and invitations will be mailed soon.  I 
hope you will join Lori and me at Lakewood Yacht Club on Saturday December 15, for this traditional 
event. We will be awarding several special recognition awards to members and introduce your 
elected officers for the 2019 Board. So, mark your calendars, RSVP as soon as possible and come 
join us for a wonderful evening of dining, dancing and fun! 
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Reminder:  The November monthly meeting will be back at the Elks Lodge located at 623 Hanson 
Road, Kemah TX   
 
Have a safe November and a happy Thanksgiving holiday.  
 
   
 
 
Larry Friemel,  
Commodore 
 
 

 
 

The Corner of Vice 
Jeff Kaspic, Vice Commodore 
Email: VC@TexasMariners 
 

The Holidays are coming and so is the nice cool boating weather!!!  
Continued safe boating adventures to all. 

At the last meeting we all enjoyed the 2019 Board Stump Speeches, 
thank you to all the 2019 candidates. We also experienced a wonderful 
fashion show.  I thought we were in the Tropics rather than El Lago. All 
the models looked fantastic and the audience seemed to enjoy the 
festivities.  Thank you to all the models and a special thank you 
Marylou for coordinating this event.  Without her and her team the 
show could not go on. 

This month's speaker will be our own Phil Geren.  Phil is back for 
another presentation; this time teaching us the techniques and hard learned best practices of the art 
of  MAKING YOUR OWN BOAT CANVAS.  Nothing dresses up your boat like well-fitted canvas 
covers, awnings, upholstery, and the like. Anyone, regardless of experience, can design, pattern, and 
make lovely boat canvas items for a tiny fraction of the cost of the same items made professionally. 
And, these items can dramatically extend the lives of anything exposed to UV rays from the sun, such 
as coatings (paint, varnish, Cetol, epoxy, polyester), wood, rope, plastic, nylon, etc., etc. Also, they 
can provide shade to cool the boat’s interior and lighten the load on that tired old air-conditioning unit. 
A home sewing machine is entirely adequate for most projects (using a thread lubricant and a denim 
needle), while the budget-priced Sailrite Ultrafeed (www.sailrite.com) or another industrial strength 
machine makes sewing a breeze for thicker, multilayer assemblies. 
 
The real secret for beginners is learning how to design and, especially, how to PATTERN!  
Join Phil Geren at TMCA’s November Meeting to see actual example projects and to learn simple 
techniques for designing and patterning, which can make your boat canvas needs an inexpensive 
reality. A shorter version of this program was presented at the 2018 Southwest International Boat 
Show, and it drew the largest audience of all the Show’s seminars. Follow-up hands-on project 
workshops can be arranged if appropriate. 
 
See you there!  
 

http://www.sailrite.com/


We are back at the Elks for this month's meeting.  Kitchen is open at 6:00 PM meeting starts at 7:00 
PM.   

 Walking (Hobbling) the Dock  - That's Shocking!! 

For those of you who thoroughly enjoy speaking in acronyms (you know who you are!) this may be 
the article for you! For those who do not, strap yourself in, pour a double dram of Rhum with a third 
ready for emergencies and hold on because here we go! 

ELCI, GFCI, RCBO, GFP, ABYC, AC, and DC - Oh My!!  I'm sorry that was from an unrelated 
movie.  Being that we all have boats of varying age and onboard systems, when I read an article 
discussing potential shore power (SP) - yes, I added another one to the list, delivery problems, I 
thought it valuable to share this knowledge.  I will paraphrase the original article and add my own 
research as nobody likes a plagiarist.  Doesn't it drive you into a frenzy when articles containing 
acronyms don't define what they are?  Please see the following acronym and definition below. 

ELCI - Equipment Leakage Circuit Interrupter.  Monitors magnetic field between hot and         
neutral wires and detects an imbalance. 

GFCI -Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter.  Fast acting trip after an imbalance is detected - people 
 saver 

GFPE - Ground-Fault Protection of Equipment  

RCBO - Residual Current Circuit Breakers  

ESD - Electrical Shock Drowning 

ABYC - "The American Boat & Yacht Council (ABYC) is a non-profit, member organization        
that develops voluntary global safety standards for the design, construction,              
maintenance, and repair of recreational boats". 

NEC - "The National Electrical Code (NEC), or NFPA 70, is a regionally adoptable standard for      
the safe installation of electrical wiring and equipment in the United States. It is part of the National 
Fire Codes series published by the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), a private trade 
association". 

AC - "Stands for alternating current, which means the electrical current frequently reverses    
direction. AC electricity is measured according to its cycles, with one complete cycle being counted 
each time a given current travels in one direction and then doubles back on itself". 

DC - "In direct current (DC), the electric charge (current) only flows in one direction". 

  - For those about to Rock..., call them for assistance  

Here is the scenario: you have been cruising all day and as the setting sun is vividly painting the sky 
in shades of vibrant orange that you thought did not exist you pull into a transient marina.  Looking 
forward to a hot shower, cold drink and R&R, you connect to the brand new shore power pedestal 
saying out load " new power supply, the planets must be aligned!" Then it happens, no power to your 

https://www.acdc.com/music


boat!  The obvious checks do not yield success.  What could be happening and why is the world 
against me? 

As a result of wide spread Hurricane damage and upgrades to marinas, some marinas are installing 
new power pedestals compliant with new 2011 NEC standards - Article 555.3. although it took States 
until 2014 to comply with these guidelines.  You may not be aware of irregularities in your boats 
electrical system and your homeport's shore power pedestal did not detect any imbalance so you 
were blissfully unaware until connected to a compliant pedestal in the exotic although frustrating town 
called "Trip City".  To see what and why, lets read on.    

Just as is in nature properly functioning AC power systems seek balance (technical name is Loop) 
with the same amount of current flowing between the Hot and Neutral wires.  This balance is being 
closely monitored by the ELCI.  The widely available drawings below illustrates the concepts of this 
article. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What's happens if electricity "leaks" from its harmonious loop?  The current will travel to the ground 
wire resulting in a ground fault. The ELCI will sense this imbalance and trip (open) breaking the circuit.  
A good example is the deteriorating insulation on wiring allowing the leakage to occur.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additionally, a faulty ground may be occurring when the grounding path is interrupted.  Possible 

causes of this are loose connections, broken ground wires and shore power cord being loosely 

connected or under constant motion.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When a ground fault and faulty ground occur at the same time, the results are potentially very 

hazardous. When the grounding system is compromised, your boats metal parts  - above and below 

the waterline - may become energized.  People above the waterline may receive a shock but anyone 

swimming near your vessel may receive a shock which could cause loss of muscle control resulting 

in their drowning.   

Due to the serious potential consequences of this problem the ABYC has established requirements 

designed to avoid this danger.  Specifically: 

ABYC regulation E–13.3.5 states: 

If  installed in a head, galley, machinery space, or on a weather deck, the receptacle 

shall be protected by a Type A (nominal 5 milliamperes) Ground Fault Circuit 

Interrupter (GFCI). 

ABYC regulation E–11.11.1 states: 

An Equipment Leakage Circuit Interrupter (ELCI) shall be installed with or in addition 

to the main shore power disconnect circuit breaker(s) or at the additional overcurrent 

protection as required by E–11.10.2.8.3 whichever is closer to the shore power 

connection. 

As previously described, ELCIs and GFCIs, are devices that monitor current flow in the hot and 

neutral wires and immediately switch the electricity off if an imbalance in flow is detected. If the 

ELCIs and GFCIs are also Residual Current Circuit Breakers (RCBO), they provide overcurrent 

tripping protection similar to a normal circuit breaker. 

In order to further delineate GFCI from ELCI's please review:  

GFCI’s are designed to protect people specifically in wet environments.  They are implemented in a 

branch circuit ground fault protection protocol and can sense an imbalance of 4 or 5 milliamps.  

When an imbalance is detected these devices can react in 76.9 milliseconds.  ABYC standards 

stipulate to have GFCI outlets installed in the heads, galleys and exterior spaces of your vessel. 

GFCIs protect against defects in devices plugged into them, but offer no protection from faulty hard 

wired appliances such as a water heater, refrigerator or cook top. 



On the other hand, ELCI's provide whole-boat protection. Installed as required by code within 10' of 

the shore power boat connection, an ELCI provides 30mA ground fault protection for the entire AC 

shore power system downstream of the ELCI device.  This means that if there is 30mA of imbalance 

(leakage) detected, the device will trip (open) the circuit in 100 milliseconds. Although the ELCI is 

providing entire vessel protection,  ABYC regulations still require the use of GFCIs as indicated 

above due to their faster response and lower threshold for tripping - people protection. 

Below is an illustration depicting ELCI & GFCI placement on a vessel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This has been light enjoyable reading but what do I do next? First, when evaluating, inspecting or 

working on your electrical system either AC or DC, if you are not fully trained, competent or 

comfortable with the task, always consult an ABYC certified marine electrician.   

Before you leave for cruising, as part of your overall assessment of your vessel condition, a detailed 

inspection of the electrical system should be done.  During this inspection it will be identified if you 



have a GFP system and if it's working correctly.  If you don't, a quick search of the web will provide 

many sources for hardware, installation tutorials or you may have your electrician install the system 

for you. 

What do I do when I visit a marina as a transient? If the marina has been rebuilt or upgraded with 

the new power pedestals which are NEC / ABYC compliant and you discover that you cannot 

receive AC power, the following potential sources of the problem are listed below.  These sources 

are applicable to all AC power issues and widely publicized on the web.  

 Faulty power cord, splitter or smart Y adapters 

 Inverters 

 Generator transfer switches 

 Corroded electrical connections 

 Faulty galvanic isolators 

 Ice makers and refrigerators 

 Household appliances, like washers and dryers 

The procedure in which way you connect the shore power to your vessel is very important and can be 
used for basic trouble shooting if you are not receiving power onboard.  The typical steps for 
connecting shore power and the troubleshooting techniques are below:  

1. Turn off the primary breaker at the shore power pedestal  
2. Then, turn off all branch circuit breakers within your vessel - either on the distribution panel 

and / or at the vessel shore power inlet (if so equipped). 
3. Connect the shore power cord to the pedestal making sure to securely lock in place. 
4. Leave your vessel circuits off and turn on the pedestal AC breaker. If the breaker trips your 

problem is most likely in the cord or Y adaptor. 
5. If there is another pedestal available nearby try the same procedure to rule out individual 

pedestal problems. 
6. If there is no trip, turn on your vessels main AC breaker leaving all the branch circuits off.  If 

you experience a shore power pedestal breaker trip, the most likely cause is the transfer 
switch or inverter. 

7. If you still have no trips, one by one, switch on each AC breaker.  If you have a pedestal 
breaker trip then the last vessel breaker you switched on is most likely the culprit. 

8. You have just completed a RCA - Root Cause Analysis! 

9. When evaluating, inspecting or working on your electrical system either AC or DC, if 

you are not fully trained, competent or comfortable with the task, always consult an 

ABYC certified marine electrician.   

Once again, do a quick web search on this topic and you will find a cornucopia ( It's Fall after all) 

of material on this subject. 

See you on the water!!  

 
 
Jeff Kaspic, 
Vice Commodore 
 

 



The Social Scuttlebutt  
Dee Latiolais, Rear Commodore 
email: RC@TexasMariners.com  
 

As I look forward to 2016, I want to thank you all for g 
I can’t believe that I am writing to you with the NOVEMBER 
newsletter! Where has 2018 gone?  We have had so many fun 
activities this year, the time has flown by!  There has been just a 
touch of cool weather so far and that has made it more pleasant to 
get out there and do that boat maintenance. TMCA still has a lot of 
fun cruises coming up; make sure you and your boat are ready!  
 
October was SO much fun! We started with an AMAZING 
Oktoberfest party at the home of Dr. Ron and Sheila Swatzyna.  
Awesome decorations!  A lot of you guys were there which made it 
the PERFECT event! 
 
Jean Mason and her group of volunteers hosted the El Lago Wine 

Tasting. It was SO much fun!  Greg Stephens did a great job with the music – we were all dancing up 
a storm!  The variety of wine was very nice. El Lago has been a great spot for us this year for several 
events. A big thanks to Linda Schoene for helping us secure this great venue. We were all there til 
the last possible moment – that’s the true sign of a great time! 
 
Dana and Gayle Dale had a spooky fun Halloween party – lots of great costumes, food and friends! 
We sure do appreciate ya’ll opening up your home to us for several events this year. 
 
Our Monthly Meeting was a great time. The stump speeches were hilarious!  Our new officers will be 
announced at the November meeting so be sure to join is. A huge thanks to Mary Lou for hosting the 
annual fashion show. There was an especially unusual masked woman that modeled.  It was really a 
great time! 
 
Our November Dock Party will be hosted by John and Wendy Ellor on November 2nd at their home in 
Seabrook. There is no theme – just FUN ! So bring yourself on over to their place – grills will be hot at 
6:00 p.m. – full details available on our website. 
 
The Commodore’s Ball is December 15, 2018 at Lakewood Yacht Club. This annual formal event is 
one not to miss. Invitations will be going out at the beginning of the month. If you do not receive an 
invitation by November 10th you can pick one up at the November meeting or send me an e-mail, 
RC@TexasMariners.com   Please send in your R.S.V.P. card and full payment by December 1st . 
There are a lot of special requests and questions about this event so please help me keep it all 
straight by emailing me – I promise to get each of you answered in short order – thanks!  
 
Bella says to start getting everything ready for the Commodore’s Ball!!!!!!!!!!!   
 
 
 
Dee Latiolais 
Rear Commodore  
TMCA Knows Fun!! 
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The Cruise Corner 
Bryan Austin, Cruise Captain 
email: Cruise@TexasMariners.com 
 
This is your Cruise Captain speaking: 
 
After a stretch of weather related cruise cancellations in September and 
early October, we were able to get out and complete several cruises. 
We had boats in Cedar Bayou enjoying the tranquility of nature. We 
had boats at Zombie (Moody) Gardens competing in the Hawaiian 
Zombie Olympics. All of this occurring while we had our TMCA boats 
competing in the annual Harvest Moon Regatta race to Port Aransas.  
 
November will bring a change to the weather and cruising. It’s time to 
open those hatches and enjoy the cool air and quiet mornings without 
that noisy generator running. November also brings a couple of cruises 
to Double Bayou including the Chilly Chili cruise led by Michael 

Harrison and the annual French Picnic cruise led by Carol and Russ Burchfield. Phil Geren will be 
bringing his limericks challenge to the French Picnic so come prepared to tickle your tongue with 
topnotch tons of tonal tutelage.  
 
Looking ahead to the first weekend in December, we have the Lazy, Lollygagging at Offatt’s Bayou 
anchoring out cruise as well as another trip to Double Bayou for the Christmas Cruise. I’ve contacted 
the weather gods and expect a great weekend for both. Check the website for additional cruise 
details and to sign up. 
 
As you have probably heard by now, we are planning to bring back Spring Fling in 2019. We’ll head 
back to Port Arthur since it is really the only place that can handle the 100+ boats we expect. As an 
alternative to the Memorial weekend Spring Fling cruises, we are looking at late April as the cruise 
date; however, we haven’t locked it in. April does provide cooler temps (60’s at night, 80’s during the 
day) and the least monthly rainfall but it doesn’t provide that built in holiday for those working and 
pressed for an extra day of vacation. I’m not sure what it would be like without all the sun and heat of 
a Memorial weekend pretending to keep cool in Ladye Janes’  blow up baby pool (editorial opinion!). 
So be on the lookout for a brief survey regarding Spring Fling and a few questions about the date and 
activities. 
 
Finally, don’t you feel sorry for those boaters up north who are now beginning the annual winterizing 
and shrink wrapping of their boat to put it away until the thaw next year? These next few months will 
be some of the best boating opportunities in our area to get out, anchor out overnight and enjoy. So 
find your boating buddies and just go… 
 
Stay safe and be smart on the water,  
 
Bryan Austin 
Cruise Captain  
TMCA – Cruising The World 
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Secretary's Report 
Dawn Gibler, Secretary 
email: Secretary@TexasMariners.com 

 

Things have been really hectic for me in the last month!  Unfortunately 
the Allen’s Landing trip to downtown had to be cancelled, but thanks to 
Jean Mason and others, several of us went on the alternate cruise to 
Harborwalk and had a fantastic time.   

This is such a busy time for TMCA.  I’m so excited about the first ever 
electronic ballot and have also been involved in Commodore’s Ball 
preparations.  If you haven’t attended the Commodore’s Ball, please 
do!  It always proves to be a wonderful, fun-filled evening and is great to 
see friends dressed to the nines although, many of us will be wearing 
flip-flops with our fancy duds by the end of the evening. 

 Membership renewal time has started.  To renew online, please go to Membership  My Account 
and click on the Membership tab.  You’ll be able to pay by any credit card thru the PayPal payment 
system.  Remember dues have increased this to $45 single membership and $75 dual 
membership.  Feel free to email me at Dawn.Gibler@itc.hctx.net if you have any problems logging on. 

 Please help me welcome the following new members: 

Paul Marshall 

Jesse Salinas 

 

  
 

 
Dawn Gibler 
Secretary 
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From Your Bean Counter’s Calculator 
Cookie Johnson, Treasurer 
Email: Treasurer@TexasMariners.com 
 
This year has flown by and I have had so much fun.  I really want to 
compliment the board with this newsletter.  We had an incredible board 
this year and it has been an honor to work with them.  Our commodore, 
Larry Friemel has been a level headed and caring leader and we have 
been blessed beyond believe to have him as our commodore!  I cannot 
say enough about how easy he is to work with.  He handles conflict 
with diplomacy and patience.  I am so glad he will be on the board 
again next year!  Jeff has provided us with fantastic education and a 
new sound system that will be appreciated for years to come!  Dee has 
kept the party going and always puts a smile on our faces!  Bryan has 
truly made cruising great and he was bribed with a lot a beer too, can’t 
wait to see who wins cruiser of the year!!  Dawn has been wonderful to 
work with as our secretary and she has let us know about new 
members so we can reach out to them!  I loved working with Charles 

last year and this year too!!  As always our Trustees keep us in line with the by-laws and their time 
and attention to the club is invaluable!! 
 
Finally, the members of TMCA are wonderful!  Getting to know you has been fantastic and I am 
looking forward to 2019!  Many of you give so much of your time and resources to our club and I am 
not sure if I have said thank you enough.  THANK YOU!! 
 
 
 
Cookie Johnson,  
Treasurer 
 
 
 
 

 

Click here for TMCA Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2018 TMCA Officers 
Commodore  Larry Friemel, m/v Seascape   281-832-0361 
Past Commodore Charles Parette, m/v Andiamo   281-793-7268 
Vice Commodore Jeff Kaspic, m/v Bare Footin’   832-707-0265 
Rear Commodore Dee Latiolais, m/v Uncorked   281-948-2265 
Cruise Captain Bryan Austin, s/v Austintatious   832-221-5416 
Secretary  Dawn Gibler, m/v Amanahecer   832-423-0617 
Treasurer  Cookie Johnson, s/v Cool Change  970-486-0192 
Webmaster  Linda Schoene, m/v Andiamo   281-433-0996 
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Please send any articles you would like included in the TMCA Mariner to TMCA Mariner Editor 
at Newsletter@TexasMariners.com 

 
 

Texas Mariners Cruising Association, PO Box 946, Kemah, TX 77565-0946 
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2017 TMCA Trustees 

Commodore 2002       Gloria Rooney s/v St. Somewhere  713-805-0843 
Commodore 2008       Marion Herndon    281-743-4230 
Commodore 2016      Jerry Simoneaux    s/v Rainbow            713-577-9587 
Commodore 1984-85 Wayne Christopher    281-761-4233 
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