
 

 
 

October 2018 
 

 
At the Helm 
Larry Friemel, Commodore 

email: Commodore@TexasMariners.com 
 
October is always a super busy time for TMCA. Not only do we have 
another full month of events scheduled, we begin the process of 
electing our 2019 Officers. This is great opportunity for members to 
become involved and contribute their ideas and talents to club 
activities.   The great thing about our club is that all members are 
eligible to run for a Board position. If you’re interested or would like 
to recommend someone, just let a Board member or the 
Nominations committee know you’re interested and we will add your 
name (or someone you recommend) to the ballot list. This year will 
be the first time we cast our ballots electronically. The new ballot 
system will be easy to use and provide an efficient and cost-effective 
way to elect our future officers for years to come. Final voting will 
take place at our Annual meeting in November. 
 

In addition to the 2019 Board election process, your current Board is working diligently in all things 
TMCA. Final details for the 2018 Commodores Ball are going well and we will soon be mailing 
invitations to this traditionally awesome event! Budgets for 2019 club activities are being developed to 
assist the 2019 Board in planning club activities next year.  I want to thank all the 2018 Board 
members who continue to give their time, talents and energy to ensure TMCA continues to run 
efficiently.   
 
October is also the start of our fall cruising season. What a great time of the year to be outdoors and 
on the water. A couple of our premier events are in October. The traditional TMCA cruise up Buffalo 
Bayou to Allen’s Landing is a really a unique way to see downtown Houston and Buffalo Bayou by 
boat. We also will see many TMCA boats and crews participating in the Harvest Moon Sailing 
Regatta downcoast to Port Aransas. A beautiful (and one of a kind) TMCA trophy will be presented to 
the first TMCA boat to cross the finish line!  Don’t forget, you do not have to go by boat to participate 
in these events or any of the other great activities we have planned for this month. Check out our 
website calendar for all the details and come join in all the fun.  
 
Also, as our club size grows and the amount of activities we schedule every month continues to 
increase, volunteers are always needed to help keep things running smoothly. The more volunteers 
we have on our committees, the less to do for all and the more fun we all have! Please consider 
joining an events committee or running for an Officer position, you won’t regret it. Have a wonderful 
October! 
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Special Reminder: 
Please note, due to scheduling conflicts at our normal meeting location, the October monthly meeting 
will be at the El Lago Event Room located at 411 Tallowood Dr. in El Lago TX, 77586. 
 
Be safe and hope to see you soon! 
   
 
 
Larry Friemel,  
Commodore 
 
 

 
 

The Corner of Vice 
Jeff Kaspic, Vice Commodore 
Email: VC@TexasMariners 
 
Hello To All!!  With minimal time on the water last month, I feel 
ashamed ... very ashamed!  Since our Labor Day cruise m/v Bare 
Footin' has been floating lonely at the dock.   Incidentally the return trip 
from Moody on Labor Day was fantastic with minimal boats - most 
flying some type of burgee with the initials TMCA, light rain, relatively 
smooth seas and plenty of dolphins!!  After torrential rain we were all 
slightly concerned but the journey home was uneventful! 
 
Our September guest speaker was Dr. Gregory Kutsen who did an 
excellent presentation that was full of humor as well critical medical 
preparedness information.  Once again thank you to Greg not only for 
sharing his medical knowledge but also for being such a dedicated 
supporter of TMCA.  

 
Please note that the October meeting has been changed.  The location is El Lago Civic Center 
on October 19th. The official TMCA website calendar has been updated with details. No food 
or beverages will be provided. Please come prepared!!  
 
We will NOT have a guest speaker at this meeting; rather we will devote the time to the candidate 
stump speeches and Mary Lou will present the TMCA fashion show which is always a big hit!  
 
WALKING THE DOCK and BEYOND 
 
Many of us think nothing about navigating our local waters or even venturing offshore because we 
have a sophisticated MFD (multi-function display) displaying our current position via the marvel of 
GPS - and yes, the biggest screen you can cram into your helm is always good (maybe).  These 
displays provide so much additional information that you may wonder how did mariners navigate 
before their invention?  When your MFD or the GPS data feed fails, you will experience what Mainers 
before us had to deal with.  Yes, it's called Dead Reckoning and Pilotage. Dead Reckoning or DR, 
refers to the technique of knowing your current position by using your compass, your ground speed, a 
time piece and an initial known position.  Pilotage is the practice of determining your position via the 
use of reading a chart and comparing it with the surrounding landmarks and/or ATONS. 
First let’s discuss DR. As a prudent mariner you most likely glance at your MFD and check your 
compass periodically when underway.  Some of you, routinely plot this position (fix) on a paper chart 



because you anticipate that your electronics will fail.  With a quick glance you are able to make a 
mental note of SOG (speed over ground), heading in degrees magnetic, orientation to surrounding 
landmarks, current time and your cross track error.  A quick word on cross track error.  This is the 
effect that Set and Drift has on the movement of your vessel.  Set is the direction of wind or current 
while drift is the speed.  If you have wind in one direction and the current going in another your best 
bet is to pray!! - just kidding.  The next step to determine your DR fix from your previous fix involves 
some high level mathematics.  To determine your distance traveled simply multiply time by SOG.  An 
example is: 
 Travel 36 minutes at 10 knots is equal to 36/60 hour or .6 hour x 10 knots. This translates to 6 
 nautical miles in 36 minutes.  
 
Next, take the heading in degrees magnetic that you remembered when you glanced at the MFD 
before the devastating experience of the dreaded blank screen.  We won't discuss the fact that 
maybe the night mode was activated and its daylight.... because we all know the difference between 
day and night.  My first MFD caused a heart palpation when I inadvertently activated night mode in 
broad daylight.  I guess you're not supposed to keep pushing buttons at random until something 
happens...but I digress.   
 
On your paper chart, take your parallel rule and go to one of the magenta compass roses on the chart, 
preferably closest to your position. You will notice that there are 2 rings on the rose, the outer is true 
north which aligns with the grid and true north direction on your chart and the inner ring which is 
magnetic north.  Magnetic north aligns with your magnetic compass heading so it is easier just to use 
magnetic north for this exercise.  When looking at the chart rose you will notice that North is not in the 
same position for both roses.  There is different value between the two roses which is called magnetic 
variation.  Degrees of Variation changes annually and relates to position on the earth surface and is 
defined as the angle between magnetic north (where your compass needle points and true north 
which is the direction along a meridian pointing towards the geographic North Pole.  Please see Tips 
for more details. 
 
Time for a dram (or 2) of rhum!! Getting back on track with the parallel rules, line up one edge along 
the entire rose to the degrees magnetic.  Walk the parallel rules to your marked position (the one you 
remembered by glancing at the MFD) and draw a line.  You now have marked your heading.  Since 
you calculated your distance traveled, now take your dividers and measure the chart distance scale to 
the distance you calculated.  With the dividers set, go to your marked starting point and mark the 
corresponding spot with the dividers on your heading line. You should use naming convention that 
marks the spot with time, heading and speed.  If you purse the art of navigation you will learn the 
standard chart marking techniques.  This is your approximate DR position.  Is this accurate?  This 
technique is the least accurate of navigation methods but when all else fails, a close approximation is 
better than nothing. 
 
Another dram of Rhum and lets continue with Pilotage.  Specifically, determining your vessels 
position via a hand bearing compass.  A hand bearing compass is a portable compass you hold in 
your hand and you point towards a land mark or ATON.  The technique of measuring the direction 
from your vessel towards a known object visual from your vessel is called taking a bearing.  This 
technique utilizes triangulation to determine your vessels position and works very well as long as you 
are at a standstill or moving slowly.  This technique does not work well on plane!! Here are the steps 
to use: 

 Pick an object on land or a channel marker, aim your hand bearing compass at it and record 
the degrees. 

 Do this two more time from different potions on your vessel to get a good spacing on your 
individual bearings. 



 Match the land mark or ATON on your chart and take your parallel rule and place them on a 
chart compass rose (closest to the landmark used) to match the reading on the magnetic ring 
as we did above.   

 Walk the rules toward the landmark and draw a line the length of the rule. 

 Repeat this process for your next two bearings and where they intersect indicates your vessel 
position (approximately) - X marks the spot matey ---- AAAAARRRRRRRGGGGGHHHH!!!! 

 
 
TIPS  

 If all electronics fail and you are unsure of where you need to go, where you are located on the 
Earth's surface, where you just came from or what direction you are travelling in, slow down or 
stop.  There, I have satisfied my obligation to state the obvious.  

 There are several mechanical navigation tools available that make this process easier.  I would 
recommend going to your favorite chandlery or Amazon and taking a look at the items 
available  

 When considering magnetic variation, you must calculate the variation in degrees to the 
current year you are in.  In other words, take the year of chart and add the variation for the 
number of years to the current date. 

 Below is a quote on variation for a  non-adjustable compasses 

 
"How to compensate for magnetic declination when 
reading a compass. In this example, the declination     

is 14°E (+14°), so the compass card points to a 
"north" 14 degrees to the East of true North. To 
obtain a true bearing, add 14 degrees to the bearing 
shown by the compass. 

To work with both true and magnetic bearings, the 
user of a non-adjustable compass needs to make 
simple calculations that take into account the local 
magnetic declination. The example on the left 
shows how you would convert a magnetic bearing 
(one taken in the field using a non-adjustable 

compass) to a true bearing (one that you could plot on a map) by adding the magnetic 
declination. The declination in the example is 14°E (+14°). If, instead, the declination was 
14°W  (-14°), you would still “add” it to the magnetic bearing to obtain the true bearing: 40°+    
(-14°) = 26°.  

 The opposite procedure is used in converting a true bearing to a magnetic bearing. With a  
local  declination of 14°E, a true bearing (perhaps taken from a map) of 54° is converted to a 
magnetic  bearing (for use in the field) by subtracting the declination: 54° - 14° = 40°. If, instead, 
the  declination was 14°W (-14°), you would still “subtract” it from the true bearing to obtain the 
 magnetic bearing: 54°- (-14°) = 68°. " 

 By convention ( I have heard that secret sect of mysterious 
cloak wearing individuals decided)  variation is positive when 
magnetic north is east of true north, and negative when 
magnetic north is to the west. 

 Naming convention: 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 If you are using the true north rose and want to plot a DR by using the North line on a chart 
you simply add or subtract the variation based on your vessels orientation.  This new heading 
is called True.  Take your mechanical plotter and dial in the true heading, place the edge on 
your marked position and rotate the plotter until the North line on the chart corresponds to the 
North on the plotter.  Then follow the directions as described above. 

 Dead Reckoning utilizes the course steered, time and speed and is the least accurate method 
of determining where the H@!$.. I'm at 

 Bearings utilize landmarks or ATONs to determine through triangulation where the H@!$ I'm at 

 You can use these techniques to see how close you are to your GPS data 

 If these two techniques are too much to do, simply turn on your back-up MFD, handheld GPS 
or your handheld VHF with graphic position display and be on your way.   

The art of navigation is much more complex than what I've tried to describe in a couple of 
paragraphs.  I highly recommend trying these techniques in the confines of Galveston Bay.  If you're 
interested in this topic, there are many books, online resources or classes you can take to delve into 
the study of navigation in its entirety.  I keep telling myself that when its cold out and you don't want 
to go out on the water, I will grab a book and practice the techniques of navigation and pretty soon 
will become proficient.   
       

 A closing thought, nothing makes an ordinary party an epic event than a person demonstrating DR 
and Piloting techniques to landlubbers!!  During this Holiday Season always remember to bring your 
chart and plotting tools so you can be the hit of the party that everyone will be talking about!!  
 
See you on the water and hopefully not lost!! 
 
 
Jeff Kaspic, 
Vice Commodore 
 

 
 
The Social Scuttlebutt  
Dee Latiolais, Rear Commodore 
email: RC@TexasMariners.com  
 

As I look forward to 2016, I want to thank you all for g 
FALL is here! I hope that someone tells the weatherman that soon! 
Cooler days are coming!  
 
Let’s talk first about our amazing events that are coming up!  THIS 
FRIDAY IS OUR OKTOBERFEST DOCK PARTY! YAYYYY!  This 
is always a fun time of year and this party is no exception. Dr. Ron 
and Shelia Swatzyna are hosting this event. Wear your costumes, 
bring your Bratwurst and join us! Full details on the website, 
Facebook page or Yahoo email.  
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Speaking of Dock Parties, due to a last moment cancellation, we need a Dock Party host for 
November. Please contact me ASAP if you would like to volunteer for this event – thanks! 
Saturday, October 6th is our annual Wine Tasting event. This event has been a huge success every 
year, I am hoping to see YOU there! Whether you are a wine enthusiast or not, this is something you 
do not want to miss.  Thank you Jean Mason and your volunteers for putting this together!  
Dana and Gayle Dale have invited all of us for a last minute Halloween party at their home. The 
Witches and Warlock party will be held on Saturday, October 20th. It looks to be a scary good time 
too!  
 
We are collecting donations for the Seafarer’s Boxes currently.  Donations will be collected at the 
October meeting and November meetings. Donations may be supplies or monetary. Any money 
received will be used by TMCA shoppers to buy supplies for the boxes. If you are unable to attend the 
meetings, you may give any donations to Lori Friemel or Jean Mason at any other event. They will 
take the supplies to the collection location and secure the money for the shoppers.  
OF course, as you all know, our BIG event for this year is coming up as well. The Commodore’s Ball 
is on December 15th at Lakewood Yacht Club. This is our one formal event of the year – be sure to 
mark your calendars as invitations will be going out soon!  
 
Now, to reflect on some of our events from September…… 
 
Thank you Ladye for putting together a gathering for some good music! We had a really nice time at 
T-Bone Tom’s for some Yacht Rock on September 1st. I heard that they may be doing some more of 
those gatherings – get on over there if you get a chance! GREAT MUSIC! 
 
Our Dock Party was FABULOUS!  Jill and Dan were great hosts to all of us! A big thanks to Blue 
Dolphin for welcoming our TMCA group also! It was great food and great friends!  
 
Mary Lou and all of her volunteers put on the BEST event at our Fajita Festival at El Lago. The 
weather cooperated fully! Lots of folks in the pool and yummmmmm – were those fajitas ever good!!!!  
Everyone stayed until the last possible moment – definitely a great venue too!  
 
PLEASE see our website for complete details on all of our cruises and social events – and register as 
required.  Check your email at 8am on Tuesday mornings each week for the weekly update – lots of 
info in there for you. See you at one of the many fun events this month! 
 
 

 Bella says get on your Oktoberfest festivities going!  
 
Dee Latiolais 
Rear Commodore  
TMCA Knows Fun!! 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Cruise Corner 
Bryan Austin, Cruise Captain 

email: Cruise@TexasMariners.com 
 
Many say this time of year can provide some of the best coastal 
cruising. What could be better than anchoring out on a cool evening, 
sleeping with the hatches open (AC off) and waking up to a crisp, clear 
morning. Take advantage of this time and join an upcoming cruise or 
gather a few boating friends and head out on your own.  
 
September has been a rather rainy and mosquito friendly month. Our 
cruise to Moody Gardens for Labor Day weekend had off and on rain 
but gave us some great weather, and sunsets, when we needed it for 
our group events. Our two other events, the Bayland Cajun Affair and 
Shell Beach had to be rescheduled to the last weekend in September. 
At least we didn’t have the rain we had last year around this time…. 
 

Looking ahead to October, the long range forecast indicates some great cruising is in front of us. We 
have our annual Allen’s Landing cruise which is always entertaining. If you are looking for some 
extended cruising in the area and away from marinas, we have a 5-day Galveston Bay cruise that 
features overnight anchorages in Cedar Bayou, near Shell Beach and then Redfish Island. We have a 
weekend cruise to Harborwalk to exorcise the Hawaiian Zombies that may have followed us on the 
cruise. Finally, beginning the last week in October, we have 20+ day extended cruise down the ICW 
to Port Isabel; stopping along the way. If you have the time to get away, this a great opportunity to 
see the southern coastal Texas.  
 
October is also time for the annual Harvest Moon Regatta; a sailboat race from Galveston to Port 
Aransas. We have a special TMCA trophy ready to award to the first in class boat. Good luck to all 
that are participating. 
 
As we wrap up our cruising season for 2018, the race for the Cruiser Skills champion has tightened. 
With close to 10 cruises remaining, there is still an opportunity for boaters to gain valuable points but 
more importantly, increase your boating confidence and skills.  
 
Finally, as many have heard, we are planning for a Spring Fling 2019. We will be simplifying the event 
so as to minimize the number of volunteers necessary for it to be successful. Don’t worry, we will still 
have a Poker Run, and educational seminars. We are looking at Port Arthur in April as the place and 
time…We will soon be calling for a few volunteers to help put this event together (cruise, activities, 
facilities, operations & overall event coordinator). Stay tuned.. 
 
Bryan Austin 
Cruise Captain  
TMCA – Cruising The World 
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Secretary's Report 
Dawn Gibler, Secretary 

email: Secretary@TexasMariners.com 

 
Hi fellow mariners and happy fall!  I am soooo looking forward to the 
cooler weather and spending more time on our boat and on the golf 
course.  The next boat trip for me and my hubby is the Allen's Landing 
cruise which is always a lot of fun.  There is a dinner to share and fun 
entertainment planned for Friday night and the famous Dannecker Pub 
Crawl and the Bayou Arts Festival on Saturday.   
 
Please take a few minutes to log onto your account to verify your contact 
information, address and boat information.  Feel free to text me at 
(832) 423-0617 or email me at secretary@texasmariners.com if you 
have any problems logging on. 
 

Please help me welcome the following new members: 
 
Ed & Cindy Teitel 
Keith Monroe & Jane Ann Smeck 
 
  

 

 
Dawn Gibler 
Secretary 
 

 
 
From Your Bean Counter’s Calculator 
Cookie Johnson, Treasurer 
Email: Treasurer@TexasMariners.com 
 
 
One quarter of the year is all that is left.  Wow how time flies!!  It seems 
like summer just started and now the mornings are cool and I want my 
hot weather back!!  I am not a big fan of cold weather!   
 
However, the cooler weather does now make it awesome to go out 
kayaking!!  Anyone who wants to go out kayaking on an evening, give 
me a holler!!  Of course October is so busy with cruises and parties that 
it would have to be during the week!   
 
Sure hope you have been able to get out there and cruise with us!!  
And if you have an event you want to go to, be sure to invite us along!  
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Activities do not have to formal!  Just give a shout out on our TMCA Facebook page or Yahoo group 
that you want us to join you.  Last minute get togethers can be fantastic fun!! 
 
 
Cookie Johnson,  
Treasurer 

 

Click here for TMCA Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 
 

2018 TMCA Officers 
Commodore  Larry Friemel, m/v Seascape   281-832-0361 
Past Commodore Charles Parette, m/v Andiamo   281-793-7268 
Vice Commodore Jeff Kaspic, m/v Bare Footin’   832-707-0265 
Rear Commodore Dee Latiolais, m/v Uncorked   281-948-2265 
Cruise Captain Bryan Austin, s/v Austintatious   832-221-5416 
Secretary  Dawn Gibler, m/v Amanahecer   832-423-0617 
Treasurer  Cookie Johnson, s/v Cool Change  970-486-0192 
Webmaster  Linda Schoene, m/v Andiamo   281-433-0996 

 

2017 TMCA Trustees 

Commodore 2002       Gloria Rooney s/v St. Somewhere  713-805-0843 
Commodore 2008       Marion Herndon    281-743-4230 
Commodore 2016      Jerry Simoneaux    s/v Rainbow            713-577-9587 
Commodore 1984-85 Wayne Christopher    281-761-4233 
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Please send any articles you would like included in the TMCA Mariner to TMCA Mariner Editor 
at Newsletter@TexasMariners.com 
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