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At the Helm 
Bryan Austin, Commodore 
email: Commodore@TexasMariners.com 
 
We launched our new TMCA tagline (slogan) at the March 
Monthly Meeting. “Boating, Learning, Friendship, Fun”. Each 
word describes a key element of our TMCA mission. We also 
unveiled a new large banner you will be seeing at our cruises 
and social events. We are the largest boating community on the 
Texas coast and will be celebrating our 40th anniversary this 
year.   
  
Our big Spring Fling “Escape to Pleasure Island” cruise is just a 
month away. We are expecting around 80 boats to make the 
journey north to Port Arthur. Don’t miss the cruising experience, 
seminars to learn, time with friends and an overall fun event. If 
you plan to go but haven’t registered, please get to the website 
and sign up. The event is open to the public so share this with 
your boating friends. See what I did there? Boating, Learning, 
Friendship, Fun.   
  

Since the Southwest Boat Show was cancelled this year, Little Yacht Sales (LYS) is holding a free 
event at Waterford Harbor Marina on Saturday and Sunday, April 13-14. Come look at the boats and 
enjoy the many vendor displays. If you have questions about TMCA or know someone that is 
interested in joining, bring them by our booth for more information.   

  
If you are a new member within the past 2 years, we are organizing an informal "New Member Q&A 
with the Commodore”. We want to hear how we are doing; answering questions you have about 
boating and navigating in the Galveston Bay area, using our TMCA website and any other boating or 
club related questions. Check the website and register so we can prepare for the event. This Q&A 
event will the morning of Saturday, April 13th. So new members can come chat with the 
Commodore and members of the Board then head over to Waterford and search for their next boat.   

  
Our club is built on volunteers. We have some outstanding volunteers but we are always looking for 
new members to step up and engage in the club just a little more. Lead a cruise to one of our nearby 
destinations or set up a gathering for a group social. It doesn’t have to be an elaborate event. 
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Remember the phrase “if you build it, they will come”. If you organize a cruise, boaters will follow. 
Some of the best cruises are those that just go to Redfish Island for an overnight anchorage.   

  
Our next TMCA Monthly Meeting is Friday, April 12th at the Elks Lodge in Kemah, Tx. Bring a friend 
who may be interested in joining the club. Let them experience the boating, learning, friendship and 
fun the Texas Mariners Cruising Association offers.   
 
Bryan Austin 
TMCA Commodore, 2019 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

From the Commodore of Vice’s Navigational Table 
Ken Hutchinson, Vice Commodore 
Email: VC@TexasMariners 
 
The April meeting has changed dates due to the Easter weekend. 
The new April 12th date will allow more time to boat or visit family 
and friends on Easter holiday weekend. 
 
Ken Hutchinson, 
Vice Commodore 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
On Plane with the Port  
MaryAnn Tillson, Port Captain 
email: PC@TexasMariners.com  

As I look forward to 2016, I want to thank you all for  
Well, helloooooo Spring!  It sure took awhile but it looks like 
some fine boating weather is finally upon us.  And what better 
way to spend those beautiful days than a club social event!  Lots 
of them on the horizon so here’s what’s on our social radar right 
now.    
  
Coming up next Friday, April 5th, starting at 6:00 pm is the April 
Dock Party hosted by the cruising crew that runs the docks over 
at South Shore Harbor.  Bring a dish to share, chair, and 
beverage of your choice.  Please see the calendar for lots more 
info and who to thank for putting together such a fun social.   
 
The Nautical Flea Market is the following morning from 7:00 till 
noon so continue the festivities and swing on over to the Elks 
Lodge for some awesome deals.  
  

On Saturday, April 20th, from 3:00 till 9:00 pm we’ve got the Shrimp Boil in association with the Moody 
Gardens Easter Cruise, hosted by Roberta Netherly.  Cost for the shrimp is $11 and PLEASE register 
so Roberta can get a head count and have enough shrimp for everyone.  Please see the club 
calendar for more details.  What a fabulous and tasty way to celebrate Easter – on the docks with fun, 
friends and food!   
  
There’s an Easter Picnic cruise to Double Bayou Pasture that weekend as well so please check out 
all the details for that one on the Event Registration Sign Up page and on the calendar.  There’s lots 
of activities - an Easter egg hunt, bonfire each evening with peep and marshmallow roasting and let’s 
not forget Happy Hour after the cow pie tossing competition!  No finer way to celebrate Easter in my 
book.    
  
The Kemah Blessing of the Fleet is on April 28th and we REALLY need to have a good showing from 
TMCA to keep this event going so please consider attending and do you REALLY want to tempt fate 
on the water this year by not having your boat blessed?  Just sayin’…  
  
And don’t forget - Spring Fling in spectacular Port Arthur is May 3 thru 6.  So fill up those fuel 
tanks cuz we’re going to be busy having a blast on the water this month – woo hoo!  
  
Ciao for now!  
 
MaryAnn Tillson 
Port Captain 
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The Cruise Corner 
Lamy Chopin, Cruise Captain 
email: Cruise@TexasMariners.com 
 
Over Spring Break a couple weeks ago I sailed with the family down 
to Galveston Yacht Basin for a few days of vacation. While we have 
been to GYB a number of times, this is the first time we stayed there 
just to hang out in Galveston. We discovered that the walk to the 
tourist area of The Strand is pleasant and short (at least if you stay 
on the floating docks—from the bulkhead it’s probably 20 minutes). 
Along the way you can explore the ruins of the pirate Jean Laffite’s 
house. We enjoyed touring the Elissa, some great food, and a 
number of interesting shops. We also stopped by Harbor House and 
confirmed that they do still have three slips for transients at a 
reasonable rate. Whether GYB or Harbor House, so much to do, and 
a bargain compared to staying in a hotel!   
 

March cruising opened with the Mardi Gras cruise to Galveston. We managed to fill all of the 
available slips at GYB for the event. Doc’s Fish Fry cruise to Double Bayou was also a success and 
tested the county’s new process for getting a slip there—so far so good. A few boats touched ground 
on the way into the bayou but nobody got stuck. We rounded out the month with a highly successful 
kayak trip down Buffalo Bayou. More than half the fleet ran aground but everyone had fun.  
 
April’s main events will be the two Easter cruises (still room to sign up for the pasture cruise) and the 
Kemah Blessing of the Fleet. And don’t forget to put the Spring Fling Skipper’s meeting on your 
calendar.  
 
Health and safety of your crew on the water is one of the most critical responsibilities of any skipper. 
With the weather getting nicer, people are going out on their boats more frequently and for longer 
durations. If anyone on your boat has ever experienced fatigue, irritability, or dry hair, you should 
know these are symptoms of scurvy. In extreme cases scurvy can be fatal, so we must take it 
seriously. Fortunately a single lime contains 1/3 of the dose to prevent the disease. Three margaritas 
a day can save someone’s life, so be prepared to render aid out there. Please keep TMCA scurvy-
free.  
 
Lamy Chopin 
Cruise Captain  
TMCA – Cruising The World 
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Secretary's Report 
Dawn Gibler, Secretary 
email: Secretary@TexasMariners.com 

Hello fellow mariners!  I am so happy that spring has finally 
sprung.  Ed and I have yet to get the boat out but hope to have 
the time for it very soon.  Things have been a bit chaotic for us 
as we are in the process of moving to Seabrook full time…. and 
in the midst of this one of our hot water heaters burst in the 
house we planned to put on the market on April 1st!  Needless to 
say, this little mishap (honestly it could have been a lot worse!) 
brought about an unplanned remodel of one bedroom and the 
kitchen in addition to the other things we planned to have done 
prior to selling.  Why, pray tell, are water heaters installed in the 
attic in Texas???  

 I apologize for being behind on membership, but as of 3/22 we 
had a total of 417 members including 73 new members.  Please 
help me welcome the following new members that joined our 
club since the last newsletter: 

  

Tom & Carol Dayton 
Karen Fiducia 
Kelly & Kelly Scott 
Rod Rothermel 
Kevin Quaine 
Jason Anderson 
Mike McDonnell 
Robert & Karen Dunn 
Marshall & Beth Leicht 
Raymond & Mary Michele Westbrook 
Glen Bradford 
Christopher Logothedis 
Chris Conn 
 
 
Dawn Gibler 
Secretary 
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From Your Bean Counter’s Calculator 
Cookie Johnson, Treasurer 
Email: Treasurer@TexasMariners.com 
 
From the Treasurers Desk 

Hello fellow TMCAer’s!!  Can you believe it, I took 5 days off 
in the middle of tax season to help my friend (and TMCA 
member) move her boat from Mobile Alabama to Houma, LA.  
She bought it in North Carolina and should have it home the 
day or day after you are reading this!!  It definitely made me 
ready for cruising season which means I am more than ready 
for tax season to be over!! 
 
Speaking of the IRS, they will NEVER EVER call you.  Please 
don’t fall for scam callers who say they are from the IRS.  
Also please beware of robo-callers!  There seems to be a 
new scam out there where they call and ask if you can hear 
them.  DO NOT SAY YES!!  They are trying to get a voice 
recording of you saying yes and then they later use that voice 
recording to authorize fraudulent charges.   Sometimes it’s a 
young girl giggling and then saying, “Oh, I didn’t expect you to 
pick up, can you hear me?”  Or they may say they are calling 

from a known source such as your mortgage lender.  Best practice is to let it go to voicemail and do 
not call back the number they give, but call the number advertised for whoever they say they are 
calling from.  For example the phone number for the IRS is 800-829-1040.  There are some robo 
blocking apps out there such as nomorobo, and I just downloaded it so I cannot critique it as of yet.   
 
Here are some tips from the FCC: 

1. Don't answer calls from unknown numbers. Let them go to voicemail. 

2. If you answer and the caller (often a recording) asks you to hit a button to stop receiving calls, just 
hang up. Scammers often use these tricks to identify, and then target, live respondents. 

3. If you receive a scam call, write down the number and file a complaint with the FCC so we can help 
identify and take appropriate action to help consumers targeted by illegal callers. 

4. Ask your phone service provider if it offers a robocall blocking service. If not, encourage your 
provider to offer one. You can also visit the FCC's website for information and resources on available 
robocall blocking tools to help reduce unwanted calls. Consider registering all of your telephone 
numbers in the National Do Not Call Registry. 

That’s it for now!  Just trying to help you keep more of your money so you can spend it on the boat!!  
:-D  See you on the water!! 
 
Cookie Johnson,  
Treasurer 
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Click here for TMCA Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please send any articles you would like included in the TMCA Mariner to TMCA Mariner Editor 
at Newsletter@TexasMariners.com 

 
 

Texas Mariners Cruising Association, PO Box 946, Kemah, TX 77565-0946 
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2019 TMCA Officers 
Commodore  Bryan Austin, s/v Austintatious   832-221-5416 
Past Commodore Larry Friemel, m/v Seascape   281-832-0361 
Vice Commodore Ken Hutchinson     713-539-5217 
Rear Commodore Kelly Hutchinson     281-830-9747 
Port Captain  Maryann Tillson, m/v Luv-N-Life   409-761-0411 
Cruise Captain Lamy Chopin , s/v Nocturne in Sea  832-579-4070 
Secretary  Dawn Gibler, m/v Amanhecer   832-423-0617 
Treasurer  Cookie Johnson, s/v Cool Change  970-486-0192 
Webmaster  Linda Schoene, m/v Andiamo   281-433-0996 

 

2019 TMCA Trustees 

Commodore 2002       Gloria Rooney, s/v St. Somewhere  713-805-0843 
Commodore 2011       Doug Chappell, m/v Koastal Kabana 281-330-1163 
Commodore 2016      Jerry Simoneaux    s/v Rainbow            713-577-9587 
Commodore 2012-2013 Steve Lee, s/v Waltzing Matilda  832-267-4500 
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