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At the Helm 
Bryan Austin, Commodore 
email: Commodore@TexasMariners.com 
 
This is your Commodore Speaking, 
 
Summer is upon us and your club is in high gear with a diverse 
selection of cruises, raft ups, dinghy excursions and land 
based social events. Be sure to check the calendar on the 
website to stay ahead of what’s coming up.  
 
If you are new to TMCA and not sure how things work or how 
to join the fun, I’d like to point you to three of our Board 
members. The Cruise Captain, Lamy Chopin, is charged with 
overseeing our cruises and more specifically assisting the 
Cruise Leaders with setting up the registration event, providing 
background on the destination logistics and ensuring all cruise 
members are informed about weather and any other marine 
activity that could impact the safety and success of the cruise. 
If we have an event on the water, the Cruise Captain is there to 
help you. The Port Captain (a new Board position in 2019), 

Maryann Tillson, schedules and oversees the monthly Dock Parties and works directly with each 
Cruise Leader to offer assistance setting up any social activities occurring during the cruise including 
utilizing the party supplies available in our club storage unit. Finally, Kelly Hutchinson, your Rear 
Commodore is in charge of all other (special) events such as our wine tasting parties, boat shows and 
of course the annual Commodores Ball. If you are interested in hosting a cruise or other unique social 
event, please contact one of these Board members to get you pointed in the right direction. If all else 
fails, I’m always available to help.  
 
As I have mentioned before, our club runs on volunteers like you. If you would like to offer your skills 
or have some time to give to the club, please contact me or one of our Board Members. A couple of 
top priority efforts I am looking for volunteers include developing a New Member Handbook, updating 
our cruise destinations guides, and investigating a new club membership management website 
platform to replace our current TMCA website.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:email:%20Commodore@TexasMariners.com


Finally, Texas Governor Greg Abbott recently signed into law House Bill 4032. Going into effect 
September 1, the Texas Marine Industry Jobs Bill sets a limit on the 6.25% sales and use tax for all 
taxable recreational vessels at $18,750, It contains an additional provision to allow boats purchased 
for use outside of Texas to temporarily remain in the state to utilize Texas marine service companies 
for refit and repairs. 
 
See you on the water. 
Bryan Austin 
2019 TMCA Commodore 

 
 
 
 
 

From the Commodore of Vice’s Navigational Table 
Ken Hutchinson, Vice Commodore 
Email: VC@TexasMariners 
 
Have you ever run aground? In our boating waters it sure isn’t 
uncommon. If you can’t get loose and need to call a towing 
service, what can you expect? What determines the difference 
between a tow to navigable water or a salvage situation if you 
don’t come free quickly. What are the laws and what happens if it 
is called a salvage? On July 19th we will have a speaker from Sea 
Tow to go over the laws and nuances of getting towed at our 
monthly meeting. Please join us, the kitchen opens at 6 and the 
meeting starts around 7. 
  
Thank You, 
  
Ken Hutchinson 
kchutchinson@gmail.com 
713-539-5217 
 
Ken Hutchinson, 
Vice Commodore 
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The Social Scuttlebutt  
Kelly Hutchinson, Rear Commodore 
email: RC@TexasMariners.com  
Bringing up the Rear… 
 
Happy 4th of July TMCA!  Have fun and be safe.   
 
We are at the midpoint of the year in the lazy days of summer.   My 
particular “Special Events” department doesn’t have any activity in 
July, however TMCA is busy in July so check the calendar for a dock 
party, an education event and 2 cruises. 
 
Therefore, I shall jump forward to August where we have 2 “Special 
Events”.  It’s hot outside so let’s get in the water… 
 
 
 
Saturday, August 3.  A day at Schlitterbahn in Galveston!  For the 

group discount we must a group of 15 or more. The price without a group discount is $54!  $39 pp 
and $33 pp for 55 and older.  We can bring food and ice chests. No alcohol or glass. More details will 
be posted on the calendar, TMCA facebook page and registration page soon.  

 
Saturday, August 24.  The American Institute of Architects (AIA) are having a Sandcastle Completion 
on East Beach in Galveston.  The intricacy of the castles they build are a sight to see.  So let’s go and 
have a Beach Party. TMCA will have the pop up tent there. Bring chairs and ice chests and whatever 
you want to eat and carpool (parking on the beach is $15 p/car).  No need to register. Check the 
calendar and TMCA Facebook for details.  
 
FUN FACTS:   Speaking of cruises, and going to Offats Bayou to Moody Gardens.  Well, I wasn’t 
speaking of that but… As we know to get a slip at Moody Gardens we have to register.  And the slips 
are limited.  So how can you try to be one of the first to register to get one?   The day the registration 
opens, register very early in the morning.  The second trick is, be one of the first to get on the waiting 
list.  People often cancel for various personal reasons. 
 
If you cant get slip at Moody, get one at the Pelican Rest marina and dingy over.  Or anchor out.  If 
you don’t have a dingy then find a member who is going to who does and ask them to come get you.  
There you go.  See you out there. 
 
 
Kelly Hutchinson 
Rear Commodore  
TMCA Knows Fun!! 
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On Plane with the Port  
MaryAnn Tillson, Port Captain 
email: PC@TexasMariners.com  

As I look forward to 2016, I want to thank you all for  
Summer is already upon us so let’s get our July started with a 
couple fun events.  But first up… 
 
A big thanks to all who hosted parties in the past month – 
Roberta Netherly for the Memorial Weekend Cruise parties and 
Jean & Bryan Mason and Lori & Larry Grissom for the Galveston 
Art Walk Cruise.  The parties were awesome and your efforts 
are so appreciated!  You folks surely know how to have fun – 
thanks again for some wonderful memories! 
 
Coming up, the Tacos & Togas Dock Party will be on Friday, 
July 5th at Waterford Marina hosted by the lovely and talented 
Wendy Chopin.  Bring a dish to share (tacos maybe?), an epic 
beverage to quaff and a chair (or throne) for relaxing.  More 
details are in the calendar and there will be a prize!  Please 
dress accordingly (circa 200 BC oughta do it) and have a biblical 

good time!   
 
The Sailing Angels unfortunately had to postpone their post-post-post Cinco de Mayo dock party on 
May 11th due to impending rain and high winds but it has been rescheduled to Saturday, July 20th.  
We will now be celebrating the Twentieth de Julio instead of Cinco de Mayo.  Remember to bring 
your fave beverage of choice and there will be hot grills available so bring anything from weenies to 
lobster!  Check out the calendar for more details! 
 
Also coming up – the August dock party hosted by the fabulous Heather Williams.  It promises to be a 
helluva good time!  Details will be forthcoming.   
 
There are always plenty of fabulous events on the horizon so don’t forget to check out the calendar 
for up-to-the-minute info on these parties.  
 
Ciao for now! 
Maryann Tillson  
Port Captain  
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The Cruise Corner 
Lamy Chopin, Cruise Captain 
email: Cruise@TexasMariners.com 
 
June was a bit of a lazy cruise month due to weather issues. We 
had a successful and fun cruise to Moody Gardens for the Art Walk 
in Galveston. Summer Sailstace and the Bayland cruise were both 
cancelled due to the thunderstorms that have been in the area these 
past weeks. A few of us got out to see the Outlaws gunning and 
running on Clear Lake—an annual event that’s worth the effort to 
see, at least once. 
Upcoming in July there are several events of interest to cruisers. 
Fourth of July will be a Captain’s Cruise to see the fireworks. 
Awakening will be anchoring up around 18:30 in the vicinity of the 
boardwalk and I’ll monitor 68 in case TMCA folks want to gather. 
Following the fourth will be the anchoring clinic at Waterford Harbor. 
This is a great chance to learn and practice your anchoring skills to 
expand your cruising options. A second chance to practice your 

anchoring will be the following weekend, when we will anchor up in Nassau Bay to enjoy some 
swimming in Clear Lake’s quiet cove.  And to wrap up the month there is a planned cruise to Bayland 
on the 27th—still looking for a Cruise Leader for that one, if anyone is interested. 
Fireworks bring to mind another key safety item on board—fire extinguishing gear. Every vessel is 
required to have fire extinguishers on board. But have you checked the condition of your gear? Do 
you always make sure your guests know where fire extinguishers are mounted? That’s also a 
requirement if you are boarded by USCG—they will ask your guests if they have been informed of 
where the safety gear is located. There have also been some recalls on certain fire extinguishers. If 
your gear is significantly out of date, consider replacing it.  
 
Lamy Chopin 
Cruise Captain  
TMCA – Cruising The World 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:email:%20Cruise@TexasMariners.com


Secretary's Report 
Dawn Gibler, Secretary 
email: Secretary@TexasMariners.com 
 
Hola from San Juan, Argentina getting ready to view the solar 
eclipse in Bella Vista tomorrow at the base of the Andes. The 
weather is perfect and the wine is free-flowing. 
 
We had the following new members: 
 
Bev Harrington 
Daniel Knierien & Laurie Diehl 
Jeremy & Aubrey Harbin 
Robert and Cindy Blades 
David & Cindy Wilson 
Michael Slevens 
Total members:  493 
 
Dawn Gibler 
Secretary 
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From Your Bean Counter’s Calculator 
Cookie Johnson, Treasurer 
Email: Treasurer@TexasMariners.com 
 
From the desk of the Treasurer 
 
I have come to the conclusion that boating is about 70% 
work (repairing, cleaning, maintenance), 20% pure and 
unadulterated joy and about 10% utter terror.  Some may 
say that my numbers are off, but usually they increase the 
work percentage!   
 
We have now owned and lived aboard our boat for about 5 
years.  Recently we took about 2 weeks to go to Port 
Aransas with Tom & Debora Taylor and with Marilyn & Craig 
Hutchinson, we had a great time.  We spent a good month 
getting the boat ready for this trip.  Our first stop on the way 
there was Bridge Harbor Yacht Club in Freeport.  They had 
a nice little bar pool and burgers too!  There are about 20 
transient slips and it could be a really good weekend cruise!  
We were making some good time when we left Freeport that 
we went past Matagorda and straight on to Port O’Connor.  

On our way to Port O’Connor we had an engine stall, no problem getting it started, but the 
transmission no longer engaged the sail-drives.  After looking at it in Port O’Connor we decided to 
finish our trip on one engine (we would leave earlier than the other boats and arrive later, but we had 
been planning this trip for a long time and we didn’t want to miss it).  The work couldn’t be done 
simply so we needed to wait for home port.  (They need to lift the engine to get to the tranny).  In Port 
A we had dolphins everywhere and sea turtles and it was just fabulous!  We had a great and relaxing 
time.  On the last leg of our journey home (Freeport to Kemah) we encountered a tug and barge 
driver who seemed to be aiming at us.  We were East bound and he was West bound.  As we were 
passing him he kept coming over and he ended up pushing our starboard hull aground and we swung 
sideways in the ICW and prayed he wouldn’t keep coming over and hit us!  It was truly terrifying!  Jay 
was able to get us ungrounded by using the jib to pull us around and back over.  About an hour later 
we heard Tom calling out to the tug driver (I texted them what he did to us).  Same tug actually 
pushed him aground AND ran into his boat.   It was horrifying to hear on the radio with no ability to do 
anything to help.  I am so thankful that we are all safe.   
 
Boating is absolutely wonderful!!  It outweighs the terror moments and even all the time fixing the boat 
so we can actually use it!  See you on the water!! 
 
Cookie Johnson,  
Treasurer 
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Click here for TMCA Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please send any articles you would like included in the TMCA Mariner to TMCA Mariner Editor 
at Newsletter@TexasMariners.com 
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2019 TMCA Officers 
Commodore  Bryan Austin, s/v Austintatious   832-221-5416 
Past Commodore Larry Friemel, m/v Seascape   281-832-0361 
Vice Commodore Ken Hutchinson     713-539-5217 
Rear Commodore Kelly Hutchinson     281-830-9747 
Port Captain  Maryann Tillson, m/v Luv-N-Life   409-761-0411 
Cruise Captain Lamy Chopin , s/v Nocturne in Sea  832-579-4070 
Secretary  Dawn Gibler, m/v Amanhecer   832-423-0617 
Treasurer  Cookie Johnson, s/v Cool Change  970-486-0192 
Webmaster  Linda Schoene, m/v Andiamo   281-433-0996 
 

2019 TMCA Trustees 

Commodore 2002       Gloria Rooney, s/v St. Somewhere  713-805-0843 
Commodore 2011       Doug Chappell, m/v Koastal Kabana 281-330-1163 
Commodore 2016      Jerry Simoneaux    s/v Rainbow            713-577-9587 
Commodore 2012-2013 Steve Lee, s/v Waltzing Matilda  832-267-4500 
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