
 

 
 

March 2019 
 

 
At the Helm 
Bryan Austin, Commodore 
email: Commodore@TexasMariners.com 
 
March Madness is typically associated with NCAA basketball. 
TMCA will have our own March madness as the cruising 
weather and cruising schedule kick in to high gear. From Mardi 
Gras at Fishtales, a Fishfry at Double Bayou, Women on the 
Water to Boaters on the Bayou we are getting out and getting 
around. Our calendar for March probably has the greatest 
variety of events to showcase what membership in TMCA can 
provide. On top of all that, Spring Fling 2019 registration 
opened on March 1st. If you have a boating neighbor new to the 
area or otherwise unfamiliar with our club, take a moment to 
share and bring them to our monthly meeting, get them to join 
or just get them out boating with you.  
 
Your TMCA Board has been working on the 2019 budget in 

preparation for approval at our March Board Meeting. In addition to funding ongoing operations (Elks 
Lodge and storage unit rental, insurance, website maintenance, etc), your membership revenue is 
allocated to the TMCA 40th Anniversary party, replacing some presentation equipment, purchasing a 
new, larger banner for display at events, studying website design options, and covering some of the 
expenses on a few social and cruising events as we do every year.  
 
Finally, here’s an excerpt from the Sailing Angels charity organization expressing their gratitude for 
the reception they received following their presentation at our February Monthly meeting: 
 
Our primary purpose was to further inform you about our charity and solicit more of your 
support.  (We need more volunteer Boats, Skippers and experienced Crew. In 2018, the demand for 
our free service was somewhat daunting, having served almost 2,700 patrons; in 2019, we anticipate 
hosting ~3,000!  To meet this demand, we need more help: WE NEED YOU!  In order to satisfy 
2018's demands, we had to rent a significant number of boats; we hope that you might help in 
reducing some of this pressure and expense!) 
 
More volunteer boats, skippers and experienced crew are needed to fulfill their obligations. Go to their 
website at  http://www.sailingangels.org/registration/ and register. Indicate you are a volunteer.  
 
 
Get your boats cleaned up, fueled up, fixed up and stocked up and your coolers iced down. Find a 
boating friend and get out on the water.  
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Bryan Austin 
TMCA Commodore, 2019 
 
 

 
 
 
 

From the Commodore of Vice’s Navigational Table 
Ken Hutchinson, Vice Commodore 
Email: VC@TexasMariners 
 
Hello from the commodore of Vice. Gee, that sounds Bad. Oh well, 

onward through the fog and we have had our share of that lately. 

TMCA has been a busy place so far in 2019 and I hope you had a 

chance to join in the fun.. At Last month’s meeting several Sailing 

Angels members spoke about the wonderful boating opportunities 

their group provides for children and people with special needs. They 

also serve our military men and women. Many of our members 

donate their time and boats to this worthy cause and you can too if 

you’re inclined, they welcome your help. 

February had a calendar full of TMCA activities and every one of 

those provided us an opportunity to get to know each other better and 

enjoy the comradery of our club. I won’t go into the events further, I’ll 

leave that to our Rear commodore.  

While boating, do you ever wonder what some of the markers are for, 

or at night, what the ship lights mean? How about the rules of the 

road for boats? We should all understand what they mean…they 

keep us out of trouble. At our meeting on the 15th of March we are 

lucky to have Captain Bob, who teaches a great Captains course. He will go into these subjects and 

more. This will be an informative meeting for experienced and beginner boaters. The more we know 

about boating the better and safer we are. 

We hope to see you at the meeting March 15th, in the meantime have Fun and be safe. 

 
 
Ken Hutchinson, 
Vice Commodore 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The Social Scuttlebutt  
Kelly Hutchinson, Rear Commodore 
email: RC@TexasMariners.com  
 
Hi TMCA.   Happy March!  To begin the month our Mardi Gras party is 
March 2 at Fish Tales on the seawall in Galveston.  If you haven’t 
registered-- its not too late…there is a good group coming and we 
hope you join us.  The capacity is such that you can bring your 
friends, they are welcome too.  My high school girlfriend Debra and 
her husband are coming, we have experienced many a Mardi Gras 
together.  TMCA has had this party at Fish Tales for 15 years!  
 
TMCA is busy in March as you will see on the website calendar.  
Another special TMCA tradition event this month is the fish fry at 
Marker 17.  Have you been there before?  It is an old fashioned 
Texas-style beer joint and restaurant with an outside porch on the 
water.  It’s on other side of the bay and is also known as Double 
Bayou and Beason Park and Marina. The small town there is called 

Oak Island.  Further up the bayou it’s called Double Bayou where we have the French Picnic later this 
year. 
 
If you come by car there is a quaint little motel next to the marina.  Call the Beason Marina store for 
room reservations, 409-252-3474. 
 
FUN FACTS:   Did you know TMCA is a member of Yachting Clubs of America?  TMCA members 
have reciprocity https://www.ycaol.com/   with other yacht clubs when cruising out of state on their 
boats.  (Reciprocity with local clubs HYC and LYC are not included.)  Please see us about a 
membership card if you have plans to travel in 2019. 
 
Im so ready for Spring, this winter weather, cold one day, wet most of the time and then muggy warm 
the next…is confusing for the wardrobe.  See you out there no matter the weather! 
 

As I look forward to 2016, I want to thank you all for g 
 
Kelly Hutchinson 
Rear Commodore  
TMCA Knows Fun!! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:email:%20RC@TexasMariners.com
https://www.ycaol.com/


On Plane with the Port  
MaryAnn Tillson, Port Captain 
email: PC@TexasMariners.com  

As I look forward to 2016, I want to thank you all for  
On Plane with the Port Captain 
 
Aloha!  As I write this article, I see that today is National 
Margarita Day so cheers to that and what a better way to bring in 
the early spring that the groundhog predicted.  We’ve got some 
good stuff coming up – the next Dock Party will be on Friday, 
March 1st at the Galveston Yacht Basin Marina Bar & Grill.  
Come on down whether you’re going to Mardi Gras or not.  I 
mean, do you Sea-Rayously need a reason to party?  Don’t 
sweat it with a dish to pass; we’re dining off their menu with 
separate checks so come and enjoy the live entertainment and 
have a cocktail or two!  Thank you to our dock party host, 
Heather Williams – you rock, sweetheart!  Check out the 
calendar posting for more info and don’t forget; Mardi Gras attire 
is encouraged!  Coming up on the horizon is the April, Harbour 
Island Dock Party on Friday, April 5th, hosted by our fabulously 

fun South Shore Harbor group.  Its potluck so you’re gonna want to bring a dish to share and 
something to throw on the grill, a chair and a beverage (the adult kind or otherwise.)  Since it’s April 
and Easter is in the air, maybe try a refreshing marshmallow Peepa Colada or Cosmopeepatin… 
yum!  Check out the club calendar for all up-to-date details on this year’s dock parties and hope to 
see you at an event real soon! 
 
Ciao for now! 
Maryann  Tillson 
Port Captain 
 
MaryAnn Tillson 
Port Captain 
 

 
 

 
 
The Cruise Corner 
Lamy Chopin, Cruise Captain 
email: Cruise@TexasMariners.com 
 
Wendy and I enjoy watching British mysteries on BBC, and this 

past week I thought I heard one of the intrepid detectives say “I was 

about to push the boat out,” in reference to going out for drinks with 

a friend. I looked it up and sure enough, “push the boat out” is a 

British phrase meaning “to be lavish in one’s spending or 

celebration.” It certainly fits, on both the spending side and the 

celebrating side (as our current generator rebuild reminds me)! 

February cruising was fun for all involved. Our first Captain’s Cruise 

over to Bacliff for the Noah’s Ark party had two participants. We 
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found the bottom good for anchoring and the boat ramp easily accessible for dinghies. The Yachty 

Gras cruise had four TMCA participants, with Jim & Cat Eisele leading the parade. Nancy and John 

Welch brought home an award for best sailboat, and Cindy and John Cinnater winning for their 

powerboat. Go TMCA! 

Our March cruising calendar opens with Mardi Gras in Galveston the weekend of March 1st. We 

anticipate a good crowd and decent weather. A highlight of the year will be Doc’s Fish Fry, with the 

cruise beginning March 22nd and the big party on Saturday the 23rd.  I will see if we can get a 

Captain’s Cruise organized the prior weekend to get some up-to-date local knowledge for the 

approach to Double Bayou. And not-to-be-missed is the annual inland cruise down Buffalo Bayou, 

March 30th. It’s a truly unique view of Houston and the main waterway that feeds our grand bay. 

The countdown to Spring Fling has begun. This is a great month to start practicing with your AIS 

(automatic identification system). If you don’t have one built-in, download one of the smartphone apps 

and start using it to identify the boats around you on the water. While the apps are not as versatile as 

the real thing, they at least will give you the name of the vessel coming up so that you can establish 

proper radio contact. Now, let’s all go push the boat out! 

 
Lamy Chopin 
Cruise Captain  
TMCA – Cruising The World 
 

 
 
 

Secretary's Report 
Dawn Gibler, Secretary 
email: Secretary@TexasMariners.com 

 
Ahoy members!  I can't believe it's already the end of February 
and time for Mardi Gras which is one of the most fun events of 
the year.  Register if you haven't already.  You don't want to 
miss it! 
 
We are in the midst of the yearly membership drive.  If you have 
not already renewed, please log onto your membership account, 
go to Membership, My Account - Renew Here!, Click on the 
Membership link to the right of Contact Info and below your 
picture.  If you have any troubles feel free to email me at 
secretary@texasmariners.com. 
 
Please help me welcome the following new members: 
 
Janet Abraham & Ben Miller 
Jay & Nancy Brinkmann 
Lee & Laurie Schreve 

Jerry Leehy 
Pip & Holly Bauerlein 
Allen Melancon 
James Williams & Paula McCoy 
Scott & Deanna Wallace 
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Chip Lawson 
Shannon & Elisca Hicks 
Tommy & Kathy Combs 
 
Dawn Gibler 
Secretary 
 

 
 
From Your Bean Counter’s Calculator 
Cookie Johnson, Treasurer 
Email: Treasurer@TexasMariners.com 
 
From the Treasurers Desk 

February had a GREAT dock party!  Ladye and Vicki and their 

minions did a fantastic job!  I was lucky enough to be one of 

their minions by providing the space.  Most of you got to see my 

new office and my old office side by side!!  I am getting so 

excited for the Mardi Gras cruise and dock party!  Mardi Gras is 

really one of my very favorite parties!! 

I usually try to give some kind of tip, but you caught me after 

reading a very interesting story about a 29 year old named 

Christopher Blanchett who found himself in a position to snag an 

IRS refund worth writing home about.  Sometimes these stories 

just write themselves.   

Two years ago, Blanchett sat down to file his return. He had a 
W2 from a Sizzling Platter restaurant where he worked in Utah 
reporting $1,399 in income and zero withholding. And somehow, 

he had a W2 from a Tampa nursing home showing $17,098 in wages and a million dollars in 
withholding. But where you or I might have thought, "hmmmm, something looks off," Blanchett 
smelled opportunity — and he chose not to look his gift horse in the mouth. 
   
So Blanchett chose to file his return with a straight face, based on those W2s. In due time, the IRS 
sent him a check for $980,000. He took that check and deposited in Sun Trust Bank. Sun Trust 
suspected fraud (ya think?), froze the funds, and eventually sent the money back to him. So Blanchett 
took that check and deposited it into a credit union, as one does, "falsely representing that the funds 
were from the estate of his deceased father." 
  
 And what did Blanchett actually do with his new-found wealth? He bought himself a used Lexus RC 
350 sport coupe. Now that's not a car to sneeze at. The Wall Street Journal calls it "a capering 
boulevardier with a soundtrack of cute, kitteny growls." You can get one with all-wheel drive, heated 
leather seats, and Apple Carplay® integration. But really . . . a Lexus? That seems like an awfully 
mild play for a seven figure score. (Seriously, you'd think at least part of that windfall would find its 
way to a Ferrari dealer.) 
   
By that time, the IRS had realized maybe there was a problem with a guy getting back 53 times his 
income in a refund. Last month, they seized $919,251 that was left in his bank accounts, along with 
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the Lexus. And they're looking to take $809.94 that Blanchett's insurance company refunded him 
when he canceled the coverage on the Lexus. (Kinda like the Grinch taking the last can of Who Hash, 
right?) Prosecutors haven't filed charges against Blanchett, at least not yet. But it's a fair bet this story 
won't end well for him.  
 
Is there a lesson to the story?  I know what you’re thinking, you’re thinking he should have bought a 
yacht and headed to the islands, but no, the lesson is simply, don’t be a bonehead!!  There are better 
legal ways to save money for cruising!! 
 
Happy Tax Season! 
See you on the water!!! 
 
 

 
Cookie Johnson,  
Treasurer 

 
 

 

Click here for TMCA Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 TMCA Officers 
Commodore  Bryan Austin, s/v Austintatious   832-221-5416 
Past Commodore Larry Friemel, m/v Seascape   281-832-0361 
Vice Commodore Ken Hutchinson     713-539-5217 
Rear Commodore Kelly Hutchinson     281-830-9747 
Port Captain  Maryann Tillson, m/v Luv-N-Life   409-761-0411 
Cruise Captain Lamy Chopin , s/v Nocturne in Sea  832-579-4070 
Secretary  Dawn Gibler, m/v Amanhecer   832-423-0617 
Treasurer  Cookie Johnson, s/v Cool Change  970-486-0192 
Webmaster  Linda Schoene, m/v Andiamo   281-433-0996 

 

2019 TMCA Trustees 

Commodore 2002       Gloria Rooney, s/v St. Somewhere  713-805-0843 
Commodore 2011       Doug Chappell, m/v Koastal Kabana 281-330-1163 
Commodore 2016      Jerry Simoneaux    s/v Rainbow            713-577-9587 
Commodore 2012-2013 Steve Lee, s/v Waltzing Matilda  832-267-4500 
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Please send any articles you would like included in the TMCA Mariner to TMCA Mariner Editor 
at Newsletter@TexasMariners.com 
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