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At the Helm 
Bryan Austin, Commodore 
email: Commodore@TexasMariners.com 
 
This is. your Commodore Speaking, 
Some of our best cruising weather is upon us. Take this 
opportunity to get your boat out on the water, drop your 
anchor, turn off the generator and have sundowner cocktail of 
your choice. Now that’s boating.  
 
Speaking of great boating, the annual Allen’s Landing cruise 
was a huge success. We had 20 boats make the journey 
beyond the Fred Hartman bridge, through the Houston Ship 
Channel security zone and all the way up buffalo bayou to 
Allen’s Landing Park. High winds and rain to start the cruise 
presented the Cruise Leader and support team with a tough 
decision; delay a day or head out into the rain and wind. After 
reviewing forecast models and water levels the day before and 
for several hours in the morning, the decision was made to 
delay the start for three hours and wait for the bulk of the rain 

to pass. Once the armada of boats were in the ship channel, the conditions became much more 
manageable. After all the boats were tied up at Allens Landing, everyone was rewarded with a 
weekend of outstanding weather, a great pub crawl and an even better return trip home. This was 
one of the more complex cruises the Club hosts. There was no shortage of opportunities for each 
Captain and crew to demonstrate numerous boat handling skills; including  docking/undocking in 
another marina (Bayland) in high winds, tight formation following, VHF communications, rafting up 
and final departure parade. This is the epitome of TMCA: Boating, Learning, Friendship & Fun. Now, 
let’s just rinse and repeat. Don’t tell anyone just yet, but we may schedule this cruise twice in 2020; in 
April and again in October. If you’d like to be part of the team putting this on, let the 2020 Cruise 
Captain-elect know.  
 
With respect to elections, you should have received an email to participate in the TMCA annual 
election of Officers voting. This email will originate from Survey Monkey; an online survey application 
we have used several times in 2019. We will announce the final election results at the November 
monthly meeting which is also our TMCA Annual Meeting.  
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Finally, Yahoo has shut down their Yahoo Groups discussion forum. You can keep up with TMCA 
activities through our website (http://texasmariners.com), Facebook (TMCA), Instagram 
(texasmariners), and YouTube (Texas Mariners Cruising Association). 
 
Enjoy the weather, stay safe, and get out on the water. 
 
Bryan Austin 
TMCA Commodore, 2019 
 
 
 

From the Commodore of Vice’s Navigational Table 
Ken Hutchinson, Vice Commodore 
Email: VC@TexasMariners 

What a great time for getting out on boats and not sweating! The 
Allen’s landing trip was a lot of fun and a great time to get to know 
each other better. Not to mention the challenges the weather 
provided the first day or two. Everything turned out well, and 
everyone had a wonderful time. A BIG Thanks to those who worked 
so hard to put the cruise together. 

This month's meeting will be at our normal location at the Elks lodge. 
Our speaker will be from West Marine. You will see what the latest 
navigation aids are and how they can help get us to our destination 
safer. It seems like everything talks to each other these days… 
Amazing they can do that without texting. 

We hope to see you on November the 15th at the Elks Lodge. The 
food and comradery starts at 6 with the meeting starts at 7 pm. 

  

 
 
Ken Hutchinson, 
Vice Commodore 

kchutchinson@gmail.com 

713-539-5217 
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The Social Scuttlebutt  
Kelly Hutchinson, Rear Commodore 
email: RC@TexasMariners.com  
Bringing up the rear….in November 
 
SEAFARERS CHRISTMAS GIFT BOXES!   The time is now to 
complete your gift boxes for the Seafarers Ministry to the Port of 
Houston. www.seafarers.com.  These gifts boxes provide a Christmas 
gift for seamen on ships at a time when they are away from home and 
their families.   
 Crew sizes vary between 8 and 30 men, with an average 
number of 22 seafarers to gift per ship.  In 2018 the Mission 
distributed 9,137 of these gift boxes on board 409 ships (TMCA 
provided 198 last year). The Christmas boxes are personally carried 
to each ship by the staff of Chaplains the Mission has. TMCA delivers 
the boxes we make to them.  
 The Seafarers appreciate these items tremendously.  Please 
pack your boxes full. In past years they told us they need gift boxes for 

women too, this year they only ask for men’s gift boxes.  
 Do not include anything will melt or break. If you include batteries have them in a separate 
package and not inside the object.   The plastic shoe box is a gift in itself for them and this and many 
of the items you can find at the dollar store.  
 Please bring these gift boxes to the TMCA Monthly Meeting or call/email Roberta Netherly 
979-204-6811 to have them picked up. 
 
 
AND…the Commodores Ball is the weekend after Thanksgiving—December 7 and will be held at the 
Lakewood Yacht Club.  If you want to take your boat and spend the night at Lakewood please call the 
harbormaster Cody Barto 713-582-0092 cbarto@lakewoodyachtclub.com  to reserve your slip.  There 
is no charge for the slip.   
 
See you soon! 
 
Kelly Hutchinson 
Rear Commodore  
TMCA Knows Fun!! 
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On Plane with the Port  
MaryAnn Tillson, Port Captain 
email: PC@TexasMariners.com  
Welcome back from Dock-toberfest!   
 

A nip is in the air… is it here?  Is it finally fall?  Sure hope so, since 
that’s when boating is amazing!  No air conditioning to deal with, no 
bug spray, no sloppy sunscreen… just the cool, crisp air in our hair 
and down our neck and up our shirt - brrr, throw me a sweater!!  
 
First, let’s say THANK YOU to Jesse Salinas for hosting the 
OctoberFun Dock Party at Carlos’ Beer Garden at the beginning of 
the month.  You rock-tober, Jesse!   
 
Next party was the Dock-toberfest Party at the Outstanding Allen’s 
Landing cruise.  I believe it was a hit – we had a chance to settle 
down at the dock after some challenging weather conditions in the 
morning but they were soon forgotten once we started playing 
Beers of the World and had our pot luck dinner.  Dinner was an 
awesome sight - a sausagefest for the hearty soul.  Dare I say, 

there was a plethora of sausage, kielbasa, brats and weiners.  I do believe that dinner brought out the 
wurst in all of us so THANK YOU for that!  So, I’m sure you’ve been waiting with anticipation to see 
which beer won the hearts and tastebuds of everyone participating in the taste test so here’s the 
Beers of the World ranking (from worst to best): 
 
Tsingtao (worst), Heineken, Molson, Carta Blanca, Miller High Life, Warsteiner Oktoberfest and the 
best?  PEARL BEER!  Yaw’ll are a cheap date and I’ve got the ballots to prove it!  Thanks to all for 
playing Beers of the World; we’ll have to do it again sometime!   
 
Also, thanks so much to the Dannecker’s for once again hosting the brunch and pub crawl on 
Saturday at Allen’s Landing.  It was incredible and I know all had a fantastic time – from the Flying 
Saucer to the Char Bar (the bar that masquerades as a tailor shop by day) to all points between and 
after – thank you from the bottom of our frosty mugs! 
 
Now here’s what’s coming up:  Friday, November 1 is the Quantum Sails Dock Party at their place of 
business.  You’ll hear what all happened in the next issue since today is actually the day of the party 
so let’s see how things go at our “Sails Meeting” at Quantum Sails later tonight!   
 
Not sure if there’s going to be a December dock party or not.  If so, you know the drill… check the 
calendar of events and cross your fingers that Santa has time to throw a party – as if that man didn’t 
have enough to do!  
 
Ciao for now! 
MaryAnn Tillson 
Port Captain 
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The Cruise Corner 
Lamy Chopin, Cruise Captain 
email: Cruise@TexasMariners.com 
 
Well it was a frightful week, even excluding the world series. We 

gave out candy to some scary gremlins, goblins, and witches. The 

best costumes we saw were a full set of Astros. The kids explained 

that they were 2017 Astros, so we gave them extra candy. 

We had some outstanding cruising in October, at least if you were a 

sailor or a motor-boater. For sailors we began the month with the 

Harvest Moon Regatta on a beautiful Thursday afternoon that turned 

into a wild ride for Friday morning. Suffice it to say that all of the 

TMCA entrants finished in good form, and many trophies went home 

with TMCA members. We rounded out the month with the annual 

cruise to Allen’s Landing. For the first time in three years we were 

able to safely pull off this complex event. For those who don’t know, 

to get up to Houston via the ship channel requires transiting an 

exclusive security zone. Only vessels with security clearance from Homeland Security are allowed 

through the port area. We had 20 boats make the trip and everyone has some really fond memories 

of boating in downtown Houston. Next year there is talk about doing this in the spring, and again in 

the fall if there is interest. So sound out to the new board if you are excited about this opportunity. 

For November we have cruises planned for nearly every weekend. I strongly encourage people to get 

out this weekend for the Sailing Angels Heroes Cruise. Unfortunately as I type I’m about to board a 

plane for business and wont be able to make this one. Next on the list is the Chilly Chili cruise to 

Beason’s. The cruise is fairly full but there might be room for one or two more boats—contact cruise 

leader Larry Friemel.  Following that will be the re-scheduled Red Fish Kite Fest, and rounding out 

with the French Picnic. Keep an eye on the calendar for details! 

 
Lamy Chopin 
Cruise Captain  
TMCA – Cruising The World 
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Secretary's Report 
Dawn Gibler, Secretary 
email: Secretary@TexasMariners.com 

 
Hello fellow mariners!  The last month has been quite eventful for 
me.  First of all, our son Rob got married a couple of weeks 
ago!  The wedding was beautiful and they were fortunate to have 
perfect weather in Fort Worth for the weekend.   In addition to that, 
I am now fully retired and having a lot of fun figuring out what to do 
with myself with my newfound free time.  I've filled the days much 
more easily than I imagined and I think my favorite activity is 
spending each morning drinking coffee while watching the birds 
and the solitude of the lake from my balcony.  I'm winding down 
my TMCA secretary duties and although I'll miss it, I look forward 
to doing more travelling without the worry of missing meetings; 
something that has happened quite often in the last year.  It's time 
to spend more time with my aging parents and my granddaughter 
and to work on my travel bucket list! 
 
Please help me welcome the following new members that have 
joined since the last newsletter: 

 
Ed Ward 
Brandon Ginesi 
Dale Stokes & Amber Vice 
 
Cheers! 
Dawn Gibler 
Secretary 
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From Your Bean Counter’s Calculator 
Cookie Johnson, Treasurer 
Email: Treasurer@TexasMariners.com 
 
From the Desk of the Treasurer 

Happy Thanksgiving TMCA!!  All is well from the Treasurer’s office!  
Call me if I can be of any assistance.  

 

Cookie Johnson,  
Treasurer 
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Click here for TMCA Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Please send any articles you would like included in the TMCA Mariner to TMCA Mariner Editor 
at Newsletter@TexasMariners.com 
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2019 TMCA Officers 
Commodore  Bryan Austin, s/v Austintatious   832-221-5416 
Past Commodore Larry Friemel, m/v Seascape   281-832-0361 
Vice Commodore Ken Hutchinson     713-539-5217 
Rear Commodore Kelly Hutchinson     281-830-9747 
Port Captain  Maryann Tillson, m/v Luv-N-Life   409-761-0411 
Cruise Captain Lamy Chopin , s/v Nocturne in Sea  832-579-4070 
Secretary  Dawn Gibler, m/v Amanhecer   832-423-0617 
Treasurer  Cookie Johnson, s/v Cool Change  970-486-0192 
Webmaster  Linda Schoene, m/v Andiamo   281-433-0996 

 

2019 TMCA Trustees 

Commodore 2002       Gloria Rooney, s/v St. Somewhere  713-805-0843 
Commodore 2011       Doug Chappell, m/v Koastal Kabana 281-330-1163 
Commodore 2016      Jerry Simoneaux    s/v Rainbow            713-577-9587 
Commodore 2012-2013 Steve Lee, s/v Waltzing Matilda  832-267-4500 
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