
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
October 2019 

 

 
At the Helm 

Bryan Austin, Commodore 
email: Commodore@TexasMariners.com 

 
This is your Commodore speaking, 
Happy birthday to TMCA. We celebrated forty (40) years of great 

boating in and around Galveston Bay. This was an occasion to 
see old friends and look back on boating life in 1979 when 
TMCA was born. Remember the Kemah draw bridge and the 

parade of boats jockeying for position waiting for the opening of 
the bridge? Joe Lee’s and Jimmy Walkers were there along with 

40-50 shrimp boats that lined each side of the channel. We saw 
the Oilers and Love ya Blue, the first Star Trek movie and the 
creation of the McDonalds Happy Meal and the Sony Walkman. 

We had a great party with close to 150 in attendance. Special 
thanks to Christopher Bown and Lori Friemel for the planning, 

preparation and program they put together.  
 
 

The nomination committee is wrapping up their 2020 Leadership 
Team search. They will be providing their nomination 

recommendations to the membership later this month. Thanks (in advance) to those who have 
graciously volunteered to give a little extra back to the club. The October monthly meeting will include 
the “stump speech” from each nominee. These have always been entertaining and less than 

serious... 

 
Bryan Austin 
TMCA Commodore, 2019 
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From the Commodore of Vice’s Navigational Table 
Ken Hutchinson, Vice Commodore 
Email: VC@TexasMariners 

Fall is upon us (even though it still seems a bit hot right now) and 
this is typically one of the nicest boating seasons of the year. TMCA 

has plenty of boating and social activities for you to enjoy, please 
join in the FUN! Our October 18th meeting  will not be at the Elks 

Lodge  this month. We will be meeting at the El Lago Community 
Center located at 411 Tallowood Drive, El Lago,Tx. This meeting is 
usually a lot of fun. There will be a fashion show with TMCA 

“models” and stump speeches from candidates for our board 
positions. Both of these are typically more fun than you would ever 

expect.  

According to the U.S. Coast Guard's report on 2018 
Recreational Boating Statistics, carbon monoxide poisoning 

ranks fifth in the top five known causes of death among boaters, 
and is the most common cause of illness and death by 
poisoning in boaters. An earlier joint study by the U.S. Coast 

Guard on carbon monoxide dangers associated with 
boating  revealed that more than 800 people have been 

poisoned by boating-related carbon monoxide in the last 15 years, with over 140 of these 

poisonings resulting in fatalities. 

Carbon monoxide (CO) is one of the most dangerous poisons because often boaters don't 
realize it's present until it's too late. It's important to educate yourself about the dangers of 

carbon monoxide poisoning so that you can protect yourself and your fellow boaters.  Make sure 
your Carbon Monoxide detector is working and if you don’t have one, perhaps you should. 

I hope to see you at El Lago on October 18th 

Ken Hutchinson, 

Vice Commodore 
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The Social Scuttlebutt  
Kelly Hutchinson, Rear Commodore 
email: RC@TexasMariners.com  

Bringing Up the Rear….in October 
 
October??!!  How did we get here so fast.  It was June 

yesterday….It’s fall time now.  And TMCA activities are nonstop from 
here on.   

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TMCA!  You are 40 years old, and what a 
celebration we had.  TMCA came out in full force, equal in numbers to 

a Commodore’s Ball!  That means someth ing. Love the love. 
 

SEAFARERS CHRISTMAS GIFT BOXES.   It’s time to begin putting 
together your contribution to these gift boxes TMCA provides the 
Ministry to the Port of Houston each year. www.seafarers.com.  These 

gifts we make console these men and women at a time when they are 
away from their families and confined in a ship, missing  important 

and meaningful events during the Christmas Holiday. Crew sizes vary between 8 and 30 men, with an 
average number of 22 seafarers to gift per ship.  In 2018 the Mission distributed 9,137 of these gift 
boxes on board 409 ships. Wow. The Christmas boxes are personally carried to each ship by the 

staff of Chaplains the Mission has.  
 
The Seafarers appreciate these items tremendously.  Please pack your boxes full. In past years they 

told us they need gift boxes for women too, this year they ask for only gift boxes for men. Do not 
include anything that will melt or break. If you include batteries have them in a separate package and 

not inside the object.  The plastic shoe box is a gift in itself for them and this and many of the items 
you can find at the dollar store. Please bring these gift boxes to the TMCA Monthly Meeting or email 
me to arrange pick up or drop off – kchtexas@gmail.com 

 
OCTOBER MONTHLY MEETING.  We are going to have our annual Fashion Show and we need 

Models.  The Kemah boutique called Tropical Express provides the outfits, it’s a really cute between 
Backus Restaurant and the Monkey Bar. This monthly meeting will be located in a different place—
not the Elks Lodge, El Lago Community Center.  And since there isnt a food service there, please 

bring a covered dish or salad to share and BYOB.   
 

A word about the Allen’s Landing Cruise.  Bring chairs.  And you don’t have to come by boat, there 
are nice hotels nearby and the Metrorail is fun to ride and very conveniently located.  See you  there! 
 

Kelly Hutchinson 
Rear Commodore  

TMCA Knows Fun!! 
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On Plane with the Port  

MaryAnn Tillson, Port Captain 
email: PC@TexasMariners.com  

On Plane with the Port Captain 
Ahhhh…autumn is finally here!  Fall in Texas is basically summer 

but with pumpkins.  The weather is dipping into the low 90’s and 
the palm fronds are turning a beautiful array of fall colors.  Okay, 
they’re not really, but wouldn’t that be too cool?  Speaking of 

cool, the weather looks to be on a seasonal upswing so get ready 
for more fabulous boat trips and parties!  

 
First, let’s have a round of applause and recognize all the fab 
folks who hosted parties during the past month: 

 
Hat’s off to Vicki & Kevin Berkebile for doing an ou tstanding job 

hosting the Moodyritaville Labor Day cruise.  It was ridiculously 
awesome and I’m sure everyone had an amazing time.  Lots of 
great food all weekend long, fun games and plenty of groovy 

Parrothead outfits and fun games.  Can't wait for Moodyritaville 
2020!! 

 
Big thanks also to Jill Taylor and Dan Spradley for hosting the Innuendo Dock Party at Blue Dolphin 
Marina on Sept 6th.  Everyone had such a fantastic time and the innuendos were flinging all over the 

place!  It’s always great to see old & new members at these events and there were plenty.  And Mr. 
Happy never looked so good!   

 
And a final thank you to Connie & Jim Ferguson for hosting the Back to Harborwalk cruise a couple 
weeks ago.  The Defy your Superstitions docktail party & Dinghy Duck Shootout were a big hit.  

Participants all got a cap at the end, along with Lame Duck beer and, of course, rubber duckies!  Lots 
of creativity going on, I see.  Great to get back to Harborwalk again and something tells me we’ll head 

back soon!  
 
Now here’s what’s coming up:  Friday, October 4th, there’s the Oktoberfun Dock Party at Carlo's Beer 

Garden on Hwy 3 in Webster.  No dish to share or booze to bring, just meet your boat pals at the bar 
for great casual fare and ice-cold drinks!  Please see the club calendar for more details.  

 
Also coming up, the Docktoberfest party and activities at the Allen's Landing Cruise.  That Friday 
night, October 25th, will have a party and games, like Beers of the World and The Great Pretzel 

Playoffs.  We’ll also be having a German & Bavarian wine tasting with wines immediately available for 
purchase.  There’s brunch and a pub crawl on Saturday, then dinner on your own Saturday night.  

Sunday morning we'll toast to a safe trip home and then head back to reality.  Please see the 
calendar posting for more info; it will be updated as events are finalized.  
 

One last thing.... the December dock party is still in need of a host.  C’mon…you know you  wanna do 
it; just bounce back to me via the website or call me at 409-761-0411.  The Commodore's Ball is on 

Saturday, December 7th so the dock party can either be the day before the ball (6th) or the next 
Friday, the 13th.  Remember, Santa is watching and knows when you've been a good TMCA member 
and volunteer for stuff like this!  

Ciao for now! 
MaryAnn Tillson 
Port Captain 
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The Cruise Corner 

Lamy Chopin, Cruise Captain 
email: Cruise@TexasMariners.com 
 

September cruising had us back to Moody for Labor Day for a grand 
Moodyritaville celebration. Thanks to Vicky and Kevin for hosting a 

great event. That weekend a few of us also went over to Sylvan 
Beach to explore the possibility of anchoring up there and enjoying 
one of the nicest parks in the bay. Unfortunately we will need to 

address some rules around access for the park from the water, since 
it appears that nobody has ever done that. If anyone has any inside 

connection to the Harris County commissioner’s office I would love to 
hear from you. 
 

Perhaps the biggest event in September was the re-opening of 
Harborwalk as a TMCA destination. Connie and Jim hosted a fine 

party there and we managed to get all of the fleet in and out. If you 
managed to get in on the duck shoot I suspect you have memories 
for life. 

 
The October calendar is dominated by the Harvest Moon Regatta 

and our big Allen’s Landing event. Jim and his team have put a lot of work into getting us into 
downtown Houston for the weekend. Fingers are all crossed that we don’t have any issues with 
storms for the next several weeks. For those who don’t know, we’ve tried to get into Allen’s Landing 

the past couple of years, only to be stymied by high flow in the bayou due to big storms moving 
through. If we have further issues this year then we will be moving the cruise to a di fferent part of the 

year in hopes of getting a better window. 
I read an interesting article this week about boat noises caused by creatures outside of the hull. 
We’ve experienced this ourselves when parking at Galveston Yacht Basin, where the snapping 

shrimp can be heard clicking away if you sleep close to the hull. More nefarious are the rumblings 
that come by way of rumors to the TMCA board. If you have a concern about the direction the club is 

going, we are eager to hear hit. But remember, this is a club run by volunteers, so if you aren’t 
volunteering, you might just be making noise through the hull. 
 

Lamy Chopin 
Cruise Captain  

TMCA – Cruising The World 
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Secretary's Report 

Dawn Gibler, Secretary 
email: Secretary@TexasMariners.com 

 
Greetings fellow mariners!  Ed and I were lucky to not have had 

any losses due to the wrath of Imelda and my heart reaches out 
to those that were not so fortunate.  If you or someone you know 

has been affected, feel free to reach out to me if there is 
anything I can do to help. 
 

Fall has finally arrived and hopefully we'll soon be enjoying more 
mild temperatures.  This time of year brings back fond memories 

of experiencing my first autumn in Texas in 1983 after growing 
up in the New York Hudson Valley.  A cold front came through 
and the temperature sunk to below 60 degrees and I was 

shocked that there were people wearing fur coats and winter 
jackets.  Now, of course, I am one of those folks.... maybe not 

wearing a fur coat but most likely wearing a jacket and 
gloves.  Ed and I haven't had much time on the boat this 
summer and hope to be out on the water as much as possible 

before the winter low water levels prevent us from leaving our 
marina.   

 
Fall also brings some of my favorite TMCA events.  The 40th Anniversary party will be a blast and 
then there's the El Lago wine event and the Commodore's Ball!  Bring your dancing shoes! 

 
Please help me welcome the following new members that have joined since the last newsletter: 

 
Joel Turner 
Kelley Powell 

Debbie Hughes 
 

Take care and see you soon! 
 
Cheers! 

 
Dawn Gibler 

Secretary 
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From Your Bean Counter’s Calculator 
Cookie Johnson, Treasurer 

Email: Treasurer@TexasMariners.com 
 

From the Desk of the Treasurer 

 

A big welcome to October!! We have completed the 2018 

Audit and all is good.  In addition to that, the finances are in 

good shape.  If we need to reconcile a cruise still, please let 

me know!!  See you on the water. 

  

 

Cookie Johnson,  
Treasurer 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Click here for TMCA Calendar 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

2019 TMCA Officers 
Commodore  Bryan Austin, s/v Austintatious   832-221-5416 

Past Commodore Larry Friemel, m/v Seascape   281-832-0361 
Vice Commodore Ken Hutchinson     713-539-5217 
Rear Commodore Kelly Hutchinson     281-830-9747 

Port Captain  Maryann Tillson, m/v Luv-N-Life   409-761-0411 
Cruise Captain Lamy Chopin, s/v Nocturne in Sea  832-579-4070 

Secretary  Dawn Gibler, m/v Amanhecer   832-423-0617 
Treasurer  Cookie Johnson, s/v Cool Change  970-486-0192 
Webmaster  Linda Schoene, m/v Andiamo   281-433-0996 

 

2019 TMCA Trustees 

Commodore 2002       Gloria Rooney, s/v St. Somewhere  713-805-0843 
Commodore 2011       Doug Chappell, m/v Koastal Kabana 281-330-1163 

Commodore 2016      Jerry Simoneaux    s/v Rainbow            713-577-9587 
Commodore 2012-2013 Steve Lee, s/v Waltzing Matilda  832-267-4500 
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Please send any articles you would like included in the TMCA Mariner to TMCA Mariner Editor 

at Newsletter@TexasMariners.com 
 

 

Texas Mariners Cruising Association, PO Box 946, Kemah, TX 77565-0946 
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The nomination committee is wrapping up their 2020 Leadership Team search. They will be providing 
their nomination recommendations to the membership later this month. Thanks (in advance) to those 
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