
 

 
 

April 2021 
 
 

At the Helm  
Ladye Jane Stone, Commodore 
email: Commodore@TexasMariners.com 
 
 
Spring has arrived and it comes with a continued sense of 
optimism.  We are off to a great start this year with good 
attendance at all our events and we want to keep this momentum 
going, so please check the calendar often for updates and join us 
at some of our upcoming activities. 
A member asked that I post something about the Rules of the 
Road and my first thought was ‘Big Boat Wins!’, but we all know 
there is much more to learn.  Navigation Rules are regulations 
which aid mariners in safe navigation, just as driving laws aid 
vehicles in safe driving.  All mariners should know and understand 
the Rules. The Rules are legally binding and application of them 
makes the waterways safer for everyone. 
Similarly, are Best Practices to follow in our business dealings, 

the Golden Rules in our daily activities and most recently, guidelines to follow during the pandemic.  
Rules and Guidelines are intended to protect us – the better you understand them, the more you can 
see how they benefit.	
  

NAVRULES FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
	https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=navRulesFAQ 

You can learn more about Rules of Navigation through USCG, Boat US, ASA courses 
and our upcoming W.O.W. class. 

 
 
We received sad news this month that Tom Smith, one of our Founding Members and our First 
Commodore passed away February 28th. 
He wrote an article about TMCA for Texas Sailing in 1981 which described the benefits and 
experiences of the organization.  It stated that they had 160 members and listed 15 cruises (1 of 
which was to Gulfport, MS).  



It all started informally with 18 people at Vince’s Boat Stop in October 1978 and they decided on the 
name.  In February 1979, they met officially, elected officers and worked with an attorney to develop 
the bylaws. 
He ended the article with “We have such a hell of a good time. It’s a way of life with us we really 
enjoy…” 
From his wife Myrna:  

Tom was so proud of how the organization grew, but as he got older and since we live in 
Spring Texas, it got a lot more difficult to go down to Watergate marina.  
Sadly he went into Alzheimer’s disease about eight years ago, which precluded his ability to 
do anything with the Organization.  
The fact that three men got together and started this and it became what it is today was one of his 
proudest achievements.  
We still have so many photos of various parties and trips and his boat, Popeye.  
Since he had such a love for sailing, which included Galveston, he wants his ashes spread 
in Galveston Bay and we will do that in May. 

         
I will post more information as I receive and perhaps a fleet of TMCA boats can pay tribute to him.  
We are also attempting to add this article on the TMCA website.  
 
If you’re a new member, or a long-time member getting back involved, please wear your name tags.  
Engage someone you don’t know and find out what kind of boat they have or want – you’ll quickly find 
that you’ve made a new friend. 
Be smart and stay safe on the water or land and never hesitate to ask …a little ‘Pier Pressure’ with a 
smile is encouragement.  
The more you participate in TMCA, the more you will gain from it and the more FUN you will have!   
Ladye Jane Stone  
Commodore 2021 
 
 
 
 

 



 
From the Cockpit  
Lori Friemel, Vice Commodore 
Email: VC@TexasMariners 
 
 
 
The fickle days of spring are difficult for planning outings on the 
boat, but when a nice day arrives it is great to take advantage and 
enjoy the beautiful spring weather on the water with friends.  Taking 
Seascape out for a nice cruise and anchor in the Bay is always 
preferred to just about anything else. 
 
With all the cruises and boating events that we have coming up, I 
wanted to share this tip from Captain John about a seamanship skill 
many think is not important; getting a line to another vessel, person 
or object.  This practical information is 
about a basic technical skill.  The 
practice is up to you!  Practice heaving 
line on the dock, or in your backyard. 

 
There are many uses for a heaving line.  Use a heaving line to: 
 Toss a line to a person in the water 
 Practice MOB or actual MOB 
 Toss a dock line to a person 
 Pass a line to another vessel 
 
Use small diameter nylon or Dacron line, and follow these steps: 

1. Make the Coil 
If you are going to pass a heavy dock line, attach the smaller line to the eye of the dock line. 
Coil 100 feet of small line clockwise.  Make it free of knots so that is goes out in a smooth motion. 

2. Break the Coil 
Hold the coil in your non-dominant hand. 
Pick up ⅓ to ½ of the coil with your dominant hand. 
Keep the bitter end of the dominant hand coil on the outside of the coil to ensure smooth flow. 

3. Turn and Sight 
Turn your non-dominant shoulder to face the objective. 
Sight over your shoulder. 
Focus your concentration on a point just above and upwind of the target. 

4. Swing the Line 
Hold your non-dominant hand palm up and open to allow the line to freely feed out of that hand. 
Swing the coil in the dominant hand down by your side in a forward-aft motion. 

5. Heave the Line 
Throw the line underhand to a close target where you need accuracy. 
When heaving to a boat, use a side arm or over hand throw to gain height and increase distance. 
 

Practice throwing a heaving line with your crew.  Technique is important to achieve accuracy and 
distance.  Repetition is necessary to gain proficiency and skill, as in most things.  Concentrate on 
accuracy first, then go for distance (this is not about speed). 
 
Appease Neptune and join in the Blessing of the Fleet Boat Parade on Sunday, April 25th.  This is 
always such a wonderful event and an added benefit of supporting the Elks Lodge and associated 
charities.  For more information and registration go to www.signmeup.com/botf 



 
Our expected April 16th speaker had to reschedule.  However, stepping in this month will be fellow 
TMCA member Randolph Stephens.  Randy is a Manufacturer’s Representative for multiple marine 
parts manufacturers.  Also, an avid boater with extensive experience in the boating industry, from boat 
renovations, marina management and more.  Bring your questions and get ready for an exceptional 
presentation.  The meeting will be at the Elks Lodge, 623 Hanson Road in Kemah.  Socializing and 
dinner orders begin at 6:00pm.  The business meeting starts at approximately 7:00pm, and the program 
starts following the business portion of the meeting.  Come enjoy dinner and drinks at great prices.  
And, don’t forget to wear your name badge and bring your mask. 
 
Always learning! 
 
Lori Friemel 
TMCA Vice Commodore 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
The Social Scuttlebutt  
Chris Boswell, Rear Commodore 
email: RC@TexasMariners.com  

 
Happy Spring!   
Spring has sprung and you can sure tell.  People are out enjoying 
the nice weather and getting back into the outdoor activities. 
TMCA is off to a great start this year.  The calendar is filling up 
with cruises and events to attend. 
Make sure to monitor the calendar for events and sign up for the 
events you would like to attend. 
I have been reaching out to many of you personally to remind 
(bug) you to sign up for the Annual Fish Fry, Saturday April 
24th. 
If I missed reaching out to you personally consider this your 
reminder (bugging) to sign up for the event. 
We would like to see this as one of our big annual events and the 
momentum to plan other large events. 

 
With that being said what other ideas do you have for events this year?  All ideas are welcome and 
we can work together on making it happen.    One idea that has been suggested is an Annual 
Birthday Party for all TMCA Members.   This is a great idea!  We could hold this Mid-year.  There are, 
I am sure many ideas that could go into this theme. 
*Cake 
*Ice Cream 
*Party Hats 
*Games – this could be very fun based on the games I have seen played with the TMCA group so far. 
Please everyone, put on your thinking caps for fun ideas with the birthday party theme and e-mail me 
your ideas. 
 
But first sign up for the FISH FRY! By April 12th and then we can start working on planning the next 
event. 
  
Chris Boswell  
Rear Commodore 
cm.boswell@yahoo.com 
	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



           
Port Activity Report 
Janet Abraham, Port Captain 
email: PC@TexasMariners.com  
 
 
Thanks to everyone for coming to the March dock party at Cabo Bar 
& Grill. It was a great excuse to get out on the boat – even though it 
was a little breezy.  Cabo had plenty of slips to accommodate and 
we had great support crew helping to get boats docked. 
 

	



 
Your Port Captain has also been busy lining up the next 3 dock parties: 
 

	
	
 
 
Friday, May 7th 6-9 pm – Dock Party at Waterford Harbor Pavilion B near the office. Bring your own 
drinks, snacks, and chairs to hang out dockside. It is hosted by more of our fearless new members, 
Mike and Jean Dobbs. 
 
Friday, June 4th 6-9 pm – Dock Party at Lakewood Yacht Club covered patio on the point, hosted by 
Shelli Gregory. Bring your own drinks, snacks, and chairs to hang out dockside.  
More details can be found on the TMCA calendar at https://www.texasmariners.com/TMCA-Calendar.   
 
Changes and reminders go out on the TMCA Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/TMCAgroup and the weekly newsletter.	
 
 
I‘m always ready to help members host dock parties. We are flexible about dates and times.  
Typically, they are held on the first Friday each month, but I got lots of good feedback about the 
having the March dock party on Saturday afternoon from members that can’t get to the Bay area on 
Friday nights. So please speak up or email me at PC@texasmariners.com if you would like to host a 
dock party!  
	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

	

 
 
 
Friday, April 9th 6-8 pm  – Dock Party at Valdo's 
Seafood House (valdos.com), 4106 E NASA Parkway 
in El Lago from 6-8 pm. Please note it is the second 
Friday in April to avoid the Easter holiday weekend. It is 
hosted by our fearless new member, Jose Noguera. 
We can gather on the outside deck or go inside 
depending on the weather. Food and drinks is order off 
the menu and you’ll be responsible for you own bill. I 
have eaten there many times and never been 
disappointed. 
	



Anchors Away 
John Boswell, Cruise Captain 
email: Cruise@TexasMariners.com 
 
 
 
Hello TMCA  
This is John Boswell reaching out to all members of TMCA to go out 
and register for the Blessing of the fleet parade.  The event is being 
held on Sunday, April 25th at 2 pm.  Go to our website and register.  
I would love to see a fleet of TMCA boats in this parade.  Let us all 
make it a TMCA event.  This event helps the Elks support families 
in need. 
 

	
	
	
	
	



This	message	was	shared	by	Philip	Kroft.			Thanks,	Philip,	for	keeping	us	informed.	

	
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Secretary's Dispatch  
Kay Waghorne, Secretary 
email: Secretary@TexasMariners.com 
 
 
Spring has sprung!  At least in my mind and I am so ready to get 
some boating in!  I am happy to report that we are getting lots of 
new members!  I look forward to getting to know them all and to 
welcome them into the TMCA family. 
 
Viki Word                              M/V About Time 
Nina and Karl Lewis             S/V Melanin 
Kim and David McClintic      M/V Miss Lily 
Lori and Brent Livers            M/V Yah-Ta-Hey 
Kevin and Ericka Collier       S/V Southern Cross 
Rhonda and Brent Craig      M/V Christina Marie 
Kurt and Debbie Girouard    S/V Grace of the Seas 
Sammy and Roger Phillips    
 

The winner of our New Member Monthly Drawing was Kevin Collier.  
Kevin, we look forward to awarding you with a copy of our TMCA Cookbook 
‘Treasures from the Gally.’  A portion of the book’s sales goes to support 
TMCA’s adopted dolphin, Mariner.  It is filled with great dock party recipes and 
tall tales. Congratulations! 
 

 
 
Membership has its benefits!  And one of the great benefits offered with your TMCA Membership is 

access to Yachting Clubs of America.  As a member of TMCA, you can take 
advantage of reciprocal agreements between participating marinas and yacht 
clubs in the US including Alaska and Hawaii as well as the Virgin Islands.  Many 
offer docking and restaurant/lounge privileges.  You can easily access these 
benefits by going to the website and Go to Members Only --> Member Profile --> 
Member Benefits and you will find the YCA Website address, User ID and 
Password so that you can view the interactive Register of American Yacht Clubs 
Reciprocity Guide.   If you would like to take advantage of this benefit, you will 
need to print out your Membership Card for 2021 found on your Profile page and I 
will issue you a YCA membership card to carry when you travel. Contact me at 
281-550-1723 or kwaghorne@msn.com if you need any help with this benefit. 

 
Fuel-up, provision your boat… and let’s get out on the water! 
 
Kay Waghorne 
Secretary 

 



Mathmagician’s Message  
Meade LeBlanc, Treasurer 
Email: Treasurer@TexasMariners.com 
	
	
April	Treasurers	Report		
	
Happy Tax Month for all of you procrastinators waiting to 
file at the last minute. I know some people wait until the 
end because they don’t want the IRS to have their money 
a minute before they owe it. And then there are those 
who use the IRS as a “bank” to build up a big refund for 
their annual vacation. Those individuals hopefully filed 
really early to get that refund. 
 
TMCA is in neither camp. We are a non-profit, which 
means we are exempt from paying federal income taxes. 
But we need to file anyway, an informational return 

called a 990. Those returns are public information in the irs.gov website. So, if you are 
interested in looking up what a charity has or how much money they bring in, you can 
look them up. 
 
For example, I looked up Galveston Bay Foundation, just for fun. (I know, this is what 
accountants do for fun.)  That organization spent $6.3 million in 2018, the last return on 
file. Of that, $5 million went to programs, $0.7 million to administration, and $0.6 
million to fundraising. So, about 11% was spent on management and administration. 
This is a good way to check on the charities you support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Webmaster’s Wonders  
Linda Schoene, Webmaster 
Email: admin@texasmariners.com 

 

Website Changes  
 
Register for Events: Please note that we removed the Cruising/Events 
link across the top of the website.  This information ended up being the 
same as what was displayed in the Calendar link.  To register for events, 
please click the event in the calendar.  You can read more about the event 
and the registration link will be included.   Remember, you have two ways 
to view the Calendar:  by chronological list (default), or there's a link to click 
"Switch to Calendar View." 
 

Under the Members Only link, we added a new link “Member Benefits.”  Here you will find the 
BoatUS discount code, User Name and Password for Yacht Clubs of America, and more information 
about a discount at Blackburn Marine. 
 
We've revised the Home Page to highlight upcoming events.  See new links 
under Education, Cruises, and Social Events headers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	



 

 

Click here for TMCA Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

  

  
 

 
 

Please send any articles you would like included in the TMCA Mariner to TMCA Mariner Editor 
at Newsletter@TexasMariners.com 

 
 

Texas Mariners Cruising Association, PO Box 946, Kemah, TX 77565-0946 
http://www.TexasMariners.com | Anti-spam policy | Privacy policy 

2021 TMCA Officers 
Commodore  Ladye Jane Stone, s/v Pier Pressure  713-724-3535 
Past Commodore Bryan Austin, s/v Austintatious   832-221-5416 
Vice Commodore Lori Friemel, m/v Seascape   713-826-7998 
Rear Commodore Chris Boswell, m/v Y Knot Another  817-454-6609 
Port Captain  Janet Abraham, s/v Flyer    228-860-9279 
Cruise Captain John Boswell, m/v Y Knot Another   817-724-7362 
Secretary  Kay Waghorne, m/v Cambria   281-550-1723 
Treasurer  Meade LeBlanc, s/v Reflection   281-796-2528 
Webmaster  Linda Schoene, m/v Andiamo   281-433-0996 
	

2021 TMCA Trustees 
Commodore 2018       Larry Friemel, m/v Seascape   281-832-0361 
Commodore 2017       Charles Parette, m/v Andiamo  281-793-7268 
Commodore 2016      Jerry Simoneaux, s/v Rainbow            713-577-9587 
Commodore 2002   Gloria Rooney, s/v St. Somewhere 713-805-0843 
 


