
 

 
 

December 2021 
 
 

At the Helm  
Ladye Jane Stone, Commodore 
email: Commodore@TexasMariners.com 
 
 

As I write my last newsletter and we near the end of 
2021, I’d like for us all to reflect on how much we 

accomplished this year.  We began with lower 
membership, less revenue, and a challenge of how to 
reinstate our club activities.  We finish our year with a 

record number of new members, a healthy budget and a 
full calendar of meetings, cruises, and social activities.  
The best things I recall in 2021 are all the smiles, 

laughter, and fellowship that we all enjoy every time we 
get together for any event.  I hope you all value how 
special our TMCA ‘family’ is, as much as I do.  It has 

been an honor to serve as Commodore for such an 
outstanding organization and a privilege to work with 

such a great Board.  

 
We have built a strong foundation for 2022 to build on and are working with the 
incoming Board of Governors for a smooth transition.  Please plan to attend the 

Orientation and Planning meetings in January to learn more about each of the officers’ 
roles and just how easy volunteering can be, as well as, share your ideas for the type of 
cruises and social activities you would like to see on our calendar.  

 
I want to thank the many volunteers who hosted dock parties, led cruises, helped with 
special events or taught a class, as well as those of you who attended any of our events.  

Our success is proportional to your enthusiasm and participation.  Please continue to 
engage our newer members so they can also experience all that TMCA offers. 
 

Speaking of which, I hope you will join me for our most memorable event of the year, 
our annual Commodores Ball, Awards Ceremony and Change of Watch to be held on 
Saturday, December 18 at Lakewood Yacht Club.  It will mean a great deal to me to 

celebrate this special evening with you.  
  
Thank you all for your support and encouragement throughout the year, it has been a 

joy and privilege to represent TMCA.  
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Don’t forget … the more you participate in TMCA, the more you will gain from it and the 

more FUN you will have! 
 
Ladye Jane Stone   

Commodore 2021 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
From the Cockpit  
Lori Friemel, Vice Commodore 
Email: VC@TexasMariners 
 
 

It has been a privilege to serve as the TMCA Vice 

Commodore for 2021.  Thank you for your support and 
suggestions throughout the year.  I would especially like 
to thank our amazing WOW (Women on the Water) 

instructors and students.  I always learn so much from 
these fun classes.  This year has brought many new 

friends and provided an opportunity to learn information 
that I have enjoyed sharing with members.  We have had 
interesting speakers, diverse topics and fabulous 

presentations this year.  I would like to thank each of our 
speakers for taking the time and effort to provide us with 
such interesting presentations.  Each presenter has been 

a pleasure to work with and I sincerely appreciate the 
dedicated effort involved. 
 

 I learned some new skills while working as a TMCA Officer for the second time.  
Learning to broadcast our meetings was well worth the effort.  Researching our 
equipment needs to replace broken equipment and become compliant with the FCC 

(while maintaining a reasonable cost), allowed TMCA to purchase a system that will 
allow us to continue our meetings for many years to come.  It was an honor to serve 
with this Board of Officers and participate in the activities that help TMCA continue 

moving forward. 
 
 The Boater Education Instructor Course is a free, one-day training workshop 

conducted by Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD).  Some of the subjects 
include:  U.S. Rules of Navigation, Texas Water Safety Act, Lateral Buoy System, 
Effective Teaching Techniques and more.  To become a Volunteer Boater Education 

Instructor, through TPWD, you must have the following qualifications: 
 

• Be at least 21 years of age 

• Complete a TPWD approved Basic Boater Education Course (on-line or in-person) 
• Complete a Boater Education Instructor Course through TPWD 
• Required interview by Texas Game Warden (Often conducted during Instructor 

course) 
• Complete an application and free background check 

 

 If interested, check the TPWD website for an approved basic boater education 
course at www.tpwd.state.tx.us/boatered .  Please let me know if you are interested and 
have completed your basic course so we can make arrangements for our group to have 

a TPWD Boater Education Instructor Course locally.  With the holidays quickly 
approaching, I expect scheduling this course after the first of the year or in early Spring.  
This will give those interested enough time to complete the initial requirements. 

 

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/boatered


 Twilight is the period before sunrise and after sunset; the sun is not directly visible 
because it is below the horizon.  Twilight’s duration is expressed in degrees, not by time, 

because its length varies, depending on the time of year and the latitude.  Twilight is 
defined by the solar elevation angle, which is the position of the geometric center of the 
sun relative to the horizon.  The atmosphere is partially illuminated by the sun, being 

neither totally dark or completely lit.   The light from the sky appears diffused.  The 
sun’s rays are scattered by Earth’s atmosphere – so there is enough light in the sky to 
create many atmospheric phenomena.  Such as crepuscular (pertaining to twilight) rays; 

the rays seen streaming up from the setting sun.  Crepuscular is also be used to 
describe the behavior of animals that are most active during this period.  There are 
actually three twilights: Civil twilight, Nautical twilight and Astronomical twilight. 

 
 Civil twilight begins and ends at the horizon, with sunset and sunrise, and is the 
period the sun is from 0º-6º below the horizon, lasting approximately 45 minutes.  The 

sky is light blue; colors and terrestrial objects are easy to discern.  Sunlight clearly 
defines the horizon.  Venus, the brightest planet, known as the ‘morning/ evening star’ 
is visible during civil twilight.  Considered the ‘golden hour’ (though not measured by 

time), the natural light appears warmer and softer.  Civil twilight is the brightest form of 
twilight with enough natural light that artificial light is not necessary.  However, lights 
are necessary for navigation or driving.  The ‘blue hour’ is considered when the darker 

stages of twilight cause the blue wavelengths of light to dominate.  The sun is quite far 
below the horizon between 4º -8º below the horizon.  Occurring during both Civil and 
Nautical twilight.  This period has a distinctive quality, primarily the absence of shadows 

and the appearance of objects silhouetted against the lit sky. 

Angles not to scale; drawn to show categories more clearly. 

 
 Nautical twilight begins and ends when fairly dark outside; the sun is from 6º-12º 
below the horizon.  There is lightening of the sky and pink/ reddish colors are often 

visible (think the adage ‘red sky at night…’).    Sailors can take reliable readings of 
observed stars and the horizon is visible, even under moonless conditions.  In clear 
weather, outlines of terrestrial objects are discernable against the sky, but the ground is 

very dim.  All but the most vibrant colors are muted to shades of gray.  Artificial light is 
generally required.  When the sun is 12º below the sea horizon, the distant line of the 
horizon is no longer visible and a mariner is unable to distinguish between the sea and 

sky.  The end of nautical twilight, is considered night for most purposes. 
 
 Astronomical twilight is the darkest twilight.  It begins/ ends when all traces of sky 

glow are gone, and the sun is 18º below the horizon.  Sky illumination is so faint that 
most observers would consider the sky as fully dark.  Point light sources (stars and 
planets) are easily observed, but the horizon is not discernable.  Twilight viewed from 

outer space is not marked by a sharp boundary on Earth’s surface.  The shadow line on 



Earth, called the terminator line, is spread over a fairly wide area on the surface and 
shows the gradual transition to darkness. 

 
 Twilight is different than dusk, which occurs after sunset.  Sunset is considered the 
moment when the top of the sun is below the horizon.  As with twilight, there is a civil 

dusk, nautical dusk and astronomical dusk, when the sun’s center is at 6º, 12º, 18º 
below the horizon, respectively.  The stages of dawn occur before sunrise, in the reverse 
order as dusk.  Before astronomical dawn and after astronomical dusk, it is astronomical 

night, when no indirect sunlight is visible and, weather permitting, most celestial object 
can be observed.  Many religions (Christian, Hindu, Islam, Judaism and more) consider 
twilight sacred and several observances begin or occur during twilight on the evening 

before major feast days or holidays.  Reference material and diagrams from multiple 
sources, including: EarthSky, National Weather Service, Weather Underground, 
Almanac, Time and Date. 

 
 There is no TMCA December Monthly Meeting.  I am looking forward to our 
meetings next year and what the new year will bring.  I anticipate that our incoming 

Vice Commodore, Frank Kleinburg will have some great speakers and some interesting 
topics.  We have a great group of people on the board next year.  Show them your 
support and give them encouragement and appreciation through the next year, for 

volunteering to serve as an Officer.  This volunteer commitment should be appreciated 
by every member, because without our volunteers we would not have the many 
opportunities that being a part of TMCA provides. 

 
 Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New Year to each of you.  I look forward to 
seeing you next year! 

 
Always learning! 
Lori Friemel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Social Scuttlebutt  
Chris Boswell, Rear Commodore 
email: RC@TexasMariners.com  

 
All, 
 
As the year winds down, I want to take this time to tell you it has 
been a pleasure serving as the Rear Commodore for 2021. 
 
I have met so many members I had not met before and so many 
new members! 
 
The last big event of the year is the Commodores Ball.   If you 
have already registered, I look forward to seeing you there. 
 
If you have not registered, I encourage you to do so.  Many hours 
of time have gone into planning this event and it will be a great 
time. 

 
Register on the site, put on your fancy clothes, cheer on the new board for next year and come 
have a good time with your fellow members. 

 
  

   
$60 per attendee 

* Registration opens Monday, November 8th and closes Saturday December 4th 

mailto:email:%20RC@TexasMariners.com


* Block of rooms being reserved at Spring Hill Suites Nasa/Seabrook. Rooms are being held under 
TMCA.  A king is $82 + tax.  A double Queen is $87 + tax.    Click here to book your room.   

* TMCA members can enjoy Sunday Brunch at LYC 9:30 - 1:30, reservations required with LYC 281-
474-2511. Cost is approximately $22.95 per person. In the past, members have gone about 11:00 
am. 

 Dinner: 

Salad- mixed greens with Pears, Walnuts and Goat Cheese 

Duet Plate- Sirloin Medallion and Salmon, Green Beans, whipped Potatoes 

Dessert 

 
Chris Boswell  
Rear Commodore 
cm.boswell@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.marriott.com/events/start.mi?id=1636559469868&key=GRP


           
Port Activity Report 
Janet Abraham, Port Captain 
email: PC@TexasMariners.com  
 

 
It’s been an outstanding year – although it started out slow due to 
COVID restrictions, the 2021 Board really ramped up the activities.  
While listening to our annual reports at our last meeting, I was 
amazed at all the new members, educational events, cruises and 
parties we managed to pull together while maintaining a balanced 
budget. I had loads of fun and look forward to working with the 2022 
Board. 
 
November Dock Party 
Many thanks to Shannon Edmonson for hosting the Pirate Party at 
Railean Distillers!  We had lots of fun playing games, telling jokes 
and having costume contests while supporting a local small 
business.  Keep the rum flowing Railean! 
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December “Tie One on for the Holidays” Dock Party 
Break out your favorite Holiday tie for the "Tie One on for the Holidays" Dock party on December 
3.  Mini gifts for all that participate and the highly coveted, most sought after TMCA towel for the Port 
Captain's favorite tie.  Collared shirts are NOT required. 

The party will be held at the Lighthouse Bar & Bistro on the 1st floor of the South Shore Harbour 
Resort and Conference Center located at 2500 South Shore Blvd., League City. Pay as you go drinks 
and food. 

               

 

 

 



Anchors Away 
John Boswell, Cruise Captain 
email: Cruise@TexasMariners.com 
 
 

Happy Holidays TMCA members 
 

Hope all of you had a great Thanksgiving. 
• If you are planning on taking your boat to 

the Commodores Ball, please reach out to me by 

Dec. 8th. 

• The New Year’s Cruise to Moody is being led 

by Arthur Tailleur.   More details can be found in 

the weekly update and online. Registration opens 

December 2. 

• Just to let you know, Chris and I will be leaving for the Bahamas 

hopefully around the middle of February. 

• We plan on cruising off and on for up to three years. 

As my term as Cruise Captain nears to an end, I want to thank all of you for 
your support during the year.   It’s been an honor to serve as your Cruise 
Captain for 2021. 
 
Thanks again and see you on the water, 

 
John Boswell 
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Secretary's Dispatch  
Kay Waghorne, Secretary 
email: Secretary@TexasMariners.com 
 
 

Membership 
 

Please welcome our new members announced at our 

November Meeting: 
 
Dale and Monique Henson 

Michelle and Clifton Gregory 
Beth and Greg Dugat 
Tim Marshall 

Geoff and Heather Patterson 
Michael Massingill 
Michael Morgan 

Lance Olshovsky 
Joseph Ulicny and Michelle Lopez 
 

461 -  2021 Membership numbers (November 1, 2020 – 2021) 
 

• 82 -  2022 Total active Members to date 

• 10 – New Members 
• 55 – Renewed Members 
• 17 - Active Lifetime Members 

 
Membership Renewals for 2022 are due January 1st.  Renewal emails for 2022 went out 
on November 1st.  There will be a link on the website that will take you through the 

renewal process.  If yours is a dual membership, only the primary member can renew so 
if you have difficulty with the process, please try using the other member’s email sign-
in.  Let me know if you have any problem.   

 
If you have any questions or suggestions, please let me know. 
Kay Waghorne 

281-550-1723 
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Mathmagician’s Message  
Meade LeBlanc, Treasurer 
Email: Treasurer@TexasMariners.com 

 

Treasurer’s Report December 2020 
 
This is my last post as Treasurer for the club. I have 

enjoyed my two years in this position. The incoming 
Treasurer, Rick Heussner, is an experienced accountant 
and will keep the finances in excellent shape.  

 
In closing, I am sending a little poem. 

 

 

 

 

BOATING IN AUTUMN 

By Lu Yu 

Away and away I sail in my light boat; 

My heart leaps with a great gust of joy. 
Through the leafless branches I see the temple in the wood; 
Over the dwindling stream the stone bridge towers. 

Down the grassy lanes sheep and oxen pass; 
In the misty village cranes and magpies cry. 

 
Back in my home I drink a cup of wine 
And need not fear the greed of the evening wind. 
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Webmaster’s Wonders  
Linda Schoene, Webmaster 
Email: admin@texasmariners.com 

 

We’re finally ending the year on a good note after dealing with 

Covid. Now I know how a caterpillar must feel finally coming 
out of his cocoon! 
 

The website is the clubs, let us know if there’s additional 
features you would like to add. 
 

Linda Schoene 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

Click here for TMCA Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Please send any articles you would like included in the TMCA Mariner to TMCA Mariner Editor 
at Newsletter@TexasMariners.com 

 
 

Texas Mariners Cruising Association, PO Box 946, Kemah, TX 77565-0946 
http://www.TexasMariners.com | Anti-spam policy | Privacy policy 

2021 TMCA Officers 
Commodore  Ladye Jane Stone, s/v Pier Pressure  713-724-3535 
Past Commodore Bryan Austin, s/v Austintatious   832-221-5416 
Vice Commodore Lori Friemel, m/v Seascape   713-826-7998 
Rear Commodore Chris Boswell, m/v Y Knot Another  817-454-6609 
Port Captain  Janet Abraham, s/v Flyer    228-860-9279 
Cruise Captain John Boswell, m/v Y Knot Another   817-724-7362 
Secretary  Kay Waghorne, m/v Cambria   281-550-1723 
Treasurer  Meade LeBlanc, s/v Reflection   281-796-2528 
Webmaster  Linda Schoene, m/v Andiamo   281-433-0996 
 

2021 TMCA Trustees 

Commodore 2018       Larry Friemel, m/v Seascape   281-832-0361 
Commodore 2017       Charles Parette, m/v Andiamo  281-793-7268 
Commodore 2016      Jerry Simoneaux, s/v Rainbow            713-577-9587 
Commodore 2002   Gloria Rooney, s/v St. Somewhere 713-805-0843 
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