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At the Helm  
Ladye Jane Stone, Commodore 
email: Commodore@TexasMariners.com 
 
 
In life, we often hear about ‘how it used to be’… with 
TMCA, that’s not necessarily a bad thing.  I love history 
and can listen for hours to our members’ stories and 
almost always learn something from them.  Hank Knippa, 
Commodore 2001, sent me a few articles from some of 
our original members and I want to share one with you 
written by Tom Campbell, Commodore 1983 & 1986. 
 

THE TMCA EARLY DAYS 
As one of two last founding members of the TMCA, Jim 
McIntyre and I were asked to provide a few articles that 
would help the newer members visualize what life was 
like way back in the "Good Old Days" or as Babs 

Streisand sang it "The Way We Were".  Our goals were pretty much the same, but our 
methods may have been somewhat different, if not considered antiquated from our lack 
of experience and foresight. I would like to give a little overview that I wrote for our ten-
year anniversary that sort of explains our humble beginning. 
 
Though we did not realize it at the time, the actual beginning of the club started with the 
placing of signs at the entrances to Watergate and Seabrook Marinas, "CRUISE TO 
REDFISH SATURDAY-MEET AT MARKER #2 AT 10:00 A.M. The same memo was also put 
into the monthly billing letters of the same marinas. This worked very well for a few 
months, but choosing not to take advantage of our gracious Dock Lords, we developed a 
list of people and we started doing our own mailing and calling. This was catalyst enough 
and in a short time the exercise became too time consuming and costly to continue as a 
hobby. A meeting was called at Vince's Fuel Dock in Watergate and the name Texas 
Mariners Cruising Association was adopted. 
 
 
 



Since the cruising club was a new idea for us and many of us were fairly inexperienced 
boaters, a giant learning curve was there to negotiate. Some of our first adventures on 
this learning curve produced things such as a ten-boat raft up on one anchor in twenty-
five knot winds and we wondered why we were dragging at 2:00 A.M. as a thunderstorm 
passed over our anchorage. One time at Sabine Pass, we lost five anchors due to our lack 
of foresight, skills and experience. Like they say, "Experience is the best teacher", except 
she charges for her services.  
 
I recall one of our first Turkey Day Cruises when we had twenty-one boats rafted up at 
the U-Tote-UM store in Offatts Bayou. I am not sure what brand it is now, but that is the 
one over on 61st Street. We had turkey and all the trimmings and served all the food from 
one boat.  
 
Some of our first meetings were navigation classes on how to get to Red Fish Island, 
because we were losing "Mariners" in route to the tropical pile of oyster shells and beer 
cans. To our amazement, there were many people that did not know of life beyond Redfish, 
so more sophisticated and extensive navigation classes were required. 
 
Some of our first meeting places were the storage room of what is now the Claudio's, 
the Busch Brewery, Clear Lake Park, personal homes and offices. As the club grew and 
matured, the need for better defined rules and procedures were required. Terms like "By 
Laws" and "Roberts Rules of Order" were as common as "Starboard Tack", "Trim the Jib" 
and "While you're down there." It took several years of hard work by many people, but 
organization finally came. Even though we are not perfect, I think we are far ahead of 
whatever club is in second place, so if I may use some words from a noted News 
Broadcaster, Water Cronkite, "That is the way it was and the way it is", and it is up to us 
to make it how it is going to be.  
   Good Cruising, 
   Captain Tom Campbell 
 
It amazes me how far we’ve come, yet how much of TMCA’s initial intent remains the 
same.  We can continue to help the newer members, not just visualize, but experience 
‘how it used to be’, because we still enjoy the same things today.  The common thread 
in those articles was the same we share now – our love of boating, our desire to learn to 
be better boaters, our comradery, sense of adventure and having fun!  

BOATING   *   LEARNING   *   FRIENDSHIP   *   FUN 
I continue to be encouraged by the number of new members, the attendance at our 
meetings, the participation in dock parties, cruises and social events, as well as the 
feedback I receive from members.  Your input and participation are what helps TMCA 
continue to thrive.   
 
We have 4 cruises, a return to traditional style dock party, our monthly meeting and the 
W.O.W. class planned in May, so the calendar is active.  Hopefully there is something 
that interests you and you will join us for some of the upcoming events.  
 
 

 



 

I have also added information for Tom Smith’s Burial at Sea Services on May 23rd.  
Myrna Smith was very moved that some members had expressed interest in paying 
tribute to him.  If any boats want to cruise down to give him a send-off with TMCA 
Burgees flying, please contact me.  

 

Burial at Sea Ceremony for Tom Smith 
TMCA Founder and First Commodore  

May 23, 2021 at 5:00 pm 
The family will depart from Galveston Yacht Basin, Dock B. 

https://www.reelmenfishingcharters.com/burial-at-sea 

Any members that would like to pay tribute by boat or land, please 
contact commodore@texasmariners.com and we can coordinate.  

  

If you have some new TMCA members in your marina, please introduce yourself and 
encourage them to attend some of our activities.  Maybe tell them one of our stories, 
offer experience on a project or help them navigate our website. Let them know that the 
more you participate in TMCA, the more you will gain from it and the more FUN you will 
have!   
Ladye Jane Stone  
Commodore 2021 
	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
From the Cockpit  
Lori Friemel, Vice Commodore 
Email: VC@TexasMariners 
 
 
We had an excellent representation of TMCA boats for the 
Elks Blessing of the Fleet boat parade at the end of April.  
Thank you to all that participated.  We had an amazing crew 
that helped decorate, cruise and fiesta with us on 
Seascape.  We were hard to miss with the giant pink 
flamingo on the bow for most of the trip.  That strong 
breeze made our flamingo a bit jumpy and want to take 
flight!  But our superior crew was up to the task and 
managed to keep all crew and décor onboard.  We were 
having such an enjoyable day on the water we continued 
to cruise the rest of the day and missed the Awards 
Ceremony at the Elks.  Congratulations to all the winners, 
LYC with the SS. Minnow and Ken & Kelly Hutchinson on 

Calypso.  There were some great decorations and beautiful boats. 
 
Women on the Water (WOW) is on May 22nd at the Kemah Elks Lodge.  Ladies, this 
is a great time for us to get together and learn from each other. WOW has a new revised 
format and an added on the water segment (optional) on Sunday, May 23rd.  We will 
gather in a no pressure atmosphere of learning and fun.  All levels of experience are 
welcome.  From novice to experienced, we can always learn something new and share the 
experience while building boating confidence and friendships.  Check the website for 
details and to register for this free event.  You must be registered to receive your WOW 
handouts.  
 
As prudent mariners, we should always check the local weather forecast before heading 
out on the water.  With so many weather apps available, you should be able to find one, 
or more, that you can easily refer to prior to departure.  My Radar, Willy Weather, Weather 
Forecast, Weather Bug and Windy are just a few of the many apps available.  Don’t forget 
that you can also get weather information on your VHF radio.  On consumer radios, the 
channels are often designated as WX1 and WX2.  Be sure to locate the weather channel 
on your VHF.  After you are out on the water, occasionally monitor the VHF weather 
broadcast and be alert for any signs of changes in the weather.  Rising, or changing winds, 
darkening or thickening clouds and sudden drops in temperature may all be signs of 
instability.  When in doubt, get off the water, if possible.  But there are still those times 
when a sudden storm arises, or you are out on an extended cruise and are caught in heavy 
weather.  Follow a few precautions to stay safe on board.  First, have everyone on board 
put on life jackets.  Reduce speed, if underway, secure loose objects and rigging on deck 
and inside, and close or cover all hatches and openings.  Also, make sure your ‘ditch bag’ 
is readily accessible.  Turn toward the wind and approach waves at about a 45° angle.  
Avoid ladders, if possible.  Have all crew stay low in the boat.  Potential loss of balance 
and fall related injuries will be greatly reduced by staying low.   
 
 
 



 
 
To know where the approximate center of a low-pressure area is located (the source of 
most unstable weather), face the wind and extend your right arm out from your body 
about 100° (a bit more toward your back than side).  You should be pointing at the 
approximate center.  For storms generally approaching from the South, West or Southwest 
and your arm is pointing in that direction, you can be fairly certain the low is moving 
toward your general direction.  However, if you are pointing Northwest, North, Northeast, 
East or Southeast the low is most likely edging by you, or has already passed.  Take 
appropriate action for your situation.  This handy method of approximating the center of 
a low-pressure area is called ‘Buys-Ballot’s Law’.  And, if you are ever in the Southern 
hemisphere, the same principle applies, but you must use your left arm. 
 
The TMCA May Monthly Meeting will be Friday, May 21st at the Elks Lodge,623 
Hanson Rd, in Kemah.  Our speaker will be TMCA member Phil Geren.  Phil will give us 
some important tips on anchoring.  Phil teaches techniques you can use and will answer 
your anchoring questions.  With his unique style and engaging humor, you do not want to 
miss this learning opportunity.  Socializing and dinner orders begin at 6:00pm.  The 
business portion of the meeting starts at 7:15 pm and the program starts following the 
business portion of the meeting.  Come enjoy dinner and drinks at great prices.  And, 
don’t forget to wear your name badge and bring your mask. 
 
Always learning! 
Lori Friemel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
The Social Scuttlebutt  
Chris Boswell, Rear Commodore 
email: RC@TexasMariners.com  

 
 
 
Hello!   
What a great time we are having as the weather is 
becoming so nice for outdoor activities.  I want to say 
Thank You! To everyone attending the Fish Fry making it 
a huge success! We had 60 people in attendance and 
enough food to feed an Army.  I heard many comments 
that you liked the location and the food.  Let’s put this 
down as an annual event. 
 
Make sure to monitor the calendar for events and sign up 
for the events you would like to attend.  The calendar 

has so many events and cruises already listed you’re sure to find one or many you 
would like to attend. 
 
The next big event on the calendar is the TMCA Member Birthday Party!    
Mark your calendar for June 19th and plan to attend at El Lago.  More details will be 
coming shortly, but I can give you a hint.  Think back when you were a kid and the 
things you did at your friend’s birthday parties. 
*Birthday Party Hats – Start thinking about how you would like to design your hat 
*Birthday Cake 
*Birthday Presents – what would a Birthday Party be without presents? 
*Games – What kind of games did you play when you were a kid?  Those are the games 
I am thinking about with a nautical twist. 
 
Chris Boswell  
Rear Commodore 
cm.boswell@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



           
Port Activity Report 
Janet Abraham, Port Captain 
email: PC@TexasMariners.com  
 
Thanks to all for joining the April dock party at Valdo’s 
hosted by new member, Jose Noguera.  I really enjoy 
getting to know new and seasoned members and hope you 
all enjoy our gatherings as well. The after party was a bang 
(pun intended Wendy), cut short but I got to scope out the 
Ellor’s house (phenomenal!) where they have offered to 
host the October dock party. 
 
Be sure not to miss Emily Ribas ‘Cruising with a BUDDY 
BOAT!’ YouTube video on the TMCA Facebook site -- 
especially if you went on the Easter Cruise to Moody 
Gardens.  It’s very enjoyable, upbeat and professional.  
I’m sure a lot of time and talent went into the production. 
 

Friday, May 7th 6-9pm – Dock Party at Waterford Harbor, Pavilion B (near the office) is 
hosted by new members Mike and Jean Dobbs. Bring your own drinks, snacks, and 
chairs to hang out dockside. It's international 'No Pants Day' which started at University 
of Texas per Wikipedia (https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/No_Pants_Day). So, we 
don’t get permanently banned from Waterford, how about we wear University of Texas 
T-shirts instead of dropping our drawers J Just sayin’. 

	 	
	
Friday, June 4th 6-9pm – Dock Party at Lakewood Yacht Club covered patio on the 
point, hosted by Shelli Gregory. Bring your own drinks, snacks, and chairs to hang out 
dockside. More details can be found on the TMCA calendar at 
https://www.texasmariners.com/TMCA-Calendar.   
 
Changes and reminders go out on the TMCA Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/TMCAgroup and the weekly newsletter. 
I‘m always ready to help members host dock parties. We are flexible about dates and 
times, so please speak up or email me at PC@texasmariners.com if you would like to 
host a dock party!  
 

 



Anchors Away 
John Boswell, Cruise Captain 
email: Cruise@TexasMariners.com 
 
 
 
Ahoy TMCA, 
 
I want to thank Wendy and Lamy Chopin and Philip Kroft 
for very successful Easter Cruises. 
Fun was had by all.   
The Boswell’s conquered the dreaded West Pass on the 
way back from Moody. Woohoo! 
 
Now to the important part of this month’s message:   
Wake Management  
As Y Knot Another left the Waterford channel heading out 
to wait to line up for the Blessing of the Fleet, a large aft-

cabin motor yacht exited the Watergate channel into the clear lake channel and turned 
toward South Shore Harbor.  Several TMCA boats were hanging out just north of the 
channel.  The aft-cabin hammered down and created a large wake.  Marie Ellis was 
waked so hard we literally lost sight of her bow, which was loaded with guests.  Luckily 
no one was injured. 
 
You as boaters are responsible for any damage or injury caused by your wake.  Can you 
imagine what that wake would have done to someone out in a dinghy or small boat?  
Common courtesy towards other boater’s demand that we control our wakes.  Under the 
law, damage caused by your wake is treated exactly the same way as damage caused 
by a physical collision. 
 
But it not always the waking boat’s fault, for example: 
If you are being overtaken by another boat and you don’t slow down to let them pass 
without them causing a wake, who’s really at fault if they asked you if you need a slow 
bell? 
 
Be mindful of your surroundings and let’s practice safe wake management. 
Be safe out there and we will see you on the water. 
 
John Boswell 
Cruise Captain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Secretary's Dispatch  
Kay Waghorne, Secretary 
email: Secretary@TexasMariners.com 
 
 
 
Membership has its 
privileges. 
 
 
 
Growing our 
membership and making sure everyone gets the most 
out of their membership is a group effort.   I want to 
thank all our members who have reached out to friends 
and brought them into our club.  Also, several previous 
members who did not renew are coming back to the 
group now that Covid and weather are backing off! We 

are back over 400 Members and growing.  
 
 

Help us welcome the new members from the April meeting: 
Errol Gomez 

Michael McInerney 
Doug and Rada Jaworski 

Andrew Clark 
Alexander Lazarev 

Billy and Angela Schulz 
James and Lily Soileau 
Kris and Diane Eckols 

 
Who is that person? 
Wearing your name badge is part of the group protocol.  It is 
nice to put a name with a face. We have a lot of Name Badges 
that have not been picked up.  Both new members and those 
who have been around a while.  Even if you have a badge, 
please be sure to check to see if there is another one in the 
Badge Box when you come to the next meeting.   
 
Finally, do you like fitting your boat into a slip 3 sizes to small?  Finding the right slip for 
your boat at one of our functions/cruises is easy when we have the correct information 
on your boat.  We get that information from Member Profiles on the Website.  We still 
have some members who have not completed the profile for the second person on a 
dual membership.  If you need help with this let me know.  
 
Kay Waghorne, Secretary 
281-550-1723 

 



 
Mathmagician’s Message  
Meade LeBlanc, Treasurer 
Email: Treasurer@TexasMariners.com 

 

Treasurer report May 2021 
 
 
Hope everyone is taking care and still finding time to 
enjoy the great outdoors right now. 
 
 
And if you haven’t filed your taxes, you get an automatic 
extension this year for Covid and for the great freeze. So, 
all of you procrastinators, you are not behind. 
 
 

The Board presented the annual budget at the most recent member meeting. And the 
annual audit is underway, by two of our energetic volunteer members. Even when it 
comes to the treasurer function, this club relies on members to keep things moving. 
 
 
Stay safe and see you soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                                              Webmaster’s Wonders  
                                              Linda Schoene, Webmaster 
                                              Email: admin@texasmariners.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership cards are available for members on the TMCA 
website.  Log in, and click Members Only -> Member 
Profile.  It's available to display on a smart phone, or you can 
print one out.  You can use this card at Blackburn Marine for 
a discount, or use in conjunction with your Yachting Clubs of 
America card to show proof of membership. 
 
 



Click here for TMCA Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

  

  
 

 
 

Please send any articles you would like included in the TMCA Mariner to TMCA Mariner Editor 
at Newsletter@TexasMariners.com 

 
 

Texas Mariners Cruising Association, PO Box 946, Kemah, TX 77565-0946 
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2021 TMCA Officers 
Commodore  Ladye Jane Stone, s/v Pier Pressure  713-724-3535 
Past Commodore Bryan Austin, s/v Austintatious   832-221-5416 
Vice Commodore Lori Friemel, m/v Seascape   713-826-7998 
Rear Commodore Chris Boswell, m/v Y Knot Another  817-454-6609 
Port Captain  Janet Abraham, s/v Flyer    228-860-9279 
Cruise Captain John Boswell, m/v Y Knot Another   817-724-7362 
Secretary  Kay Waghorne, m/v Cambria   281-550-1723 
Treasurer  Meade LeBlanc, s/v Reflection   281-796-2528 
Webmaster  Linda Schoene, m/v Andiamo   281-433-0996 
	

2021 TMCA Trustees 
Commodore 2018       Larry Friemel, m/v Seascape   281-832-0361 
Commodore 2017       Charles Parette, m/v Andiamo  281-793-7268 
Commodore 2016      Jerry Simoneaux, s/v Rainbow            713-577-9587 
Commodore 2002   Gloria Rooney, s/v St. Somewhere 713-805-0843 
 


