
 

 
 

November 2021 
 
 

At the Helm  
Ladye Jane Stone, Commodore 
email: Commodore@TexasMariners.com 
 
 

As this year is winding down, 
I look back and am pleased 

with how well TMCA has 
come back from various 
unforeseen events.  We have 

gained many new members, 
had many cruises and 
parties, as well as many 

interesting speakers and educational opportunities. With 
our fun members, we always have a good time whenever 
we get together.       

   
I was proud to see so many TMCA members supporting 

the Harvest Moon Regatta this year both by land and sea.  We had10 TMCA boats 

participating this year!  Cheers to all - it is an exciting and challenging accomplishment. 
Congratulations to Ben Miller on Flyer - the winner of our TMCA trophy for 2021!   
 

Please plan to attend our Annual Meeting on Friday, November 19, where we will 
review our year with the officers’ annual reports and officially announce the newly 
elected Board for 2022. (Since there were no competed positions, we voted by 

acclamation at the October meeting and declared the nominees elected.)  
Congratulations to our officers for 2022:  

• Commodore – Cookie Johnson 

• Vice Commodore – Frank Kleinburg 

• Rear Commodore – Emily Ribas 

• Port Captain – Janet Abraham 

• Cruise Captain – Bryan Griesbach 

• Treasurer – Rick Huessner 

• Secretary – Doris Hill 

Our organization is 100% volunteer, so we are only as successful as those who give 
back to the club.  It is a great way to get involved and meet other members.  There are 

various ways you can contribute, such as volunteering to take over the Boatique.  Just 
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think, you can have input on the style and color, etc. of the TMCA product that may be 
ordered next year.  Please let me know if you would like more information.  

 
Plans are almost complete, and invitations will be mailed soon for our annual 
Commodores Ball, Awards Ceremony and Change of Watch to be held on Saturday, 

December 18 at Lakewood Yacht Club.  I hope you will plan to join us for this traditional 
event.  
 

So far, no one has offered to lead the French PeekNeek cruise to Double Bayou Pasture, 
but if anyone is interested in arranging a group to go, please contact John Boswell.  If 
you are new and would like more history of this event, contact me – I’ll be glad to share 

a few of the fun stories I’ve been told.  It doesn’t require much planning and there are 
several experienced members who can share local knowledge for navigating.  
 

As I always say, “The more you participate in TMCA, the more you will gain from it and 
the more FUN you will have!”  Join us for an event and find out.  
I hope everyone will have a nice Thanksgiving Holiday with family and friends.  Many of 

us have much to be thankful for. 
Ladye Jane Stone   
Commodore 2021   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
From the Cockpit  
Lori Friemel, Vice Commodore 
Email: VC@TexasMariners 
 
 

 Many of our members have traveled abroad for some 

amazing sailing and cruising adventures, and many more 
are out on extended cruising journeys.  This is such a great 
way to gain knowledge and exposure to a variety of 

learning experiences.  The Past, Past & Past, Past, Past 
Commodore Cruise Italia was a fabulous adventure, with 
countless new experiences and learning opportunities (like 

Mud Lines!).  Our club burgees and Officer burgees were 
hoisted and flown during our voyage.  International 
Buoyage System A (Green on Starboard when coming into 

a harbor) and data in metric, kept us vigilant while charting 
and navigating.  Exploring the Tyrrhenean Sea, Flegree 
Islands, Amalfi Coast and many more beautiful places with 

friends that enjoy the water and travel was especially enjoyable and definitely bonded us 
closer as friends.  Learning to Med Moor was daunting at first, but as our crew gained 
experience, it was less intimidating and became an opportunity to learn a new skill.  We 

don’t have to be someplace exotic to enjoy the water.  We were recently out with friends 
on Galveston Bay (thank you for the ride, Morning Star!), and had a truly memorable day, 
with lots of laughter and merriment.  With this amazing fall weather, expect some great 

days ahead for cruising. 
 
 The average boat has eight to twelve (or more) holes drilled below the waterline.  

These ‘through-hulls’ are used for sink and shower drains, cockpit scupper drains, engine 
intakes, instrument transducers, shaft exit, rudder posts and more.  Most, but not all, 
through-hulls are covered by a valve, called a seacock, with a handle that can be opened 

or closed to seawater.  You need to be able to close any seacock with a minimum of effort.  
Inspect, clean and lubricate every seacock once a year when you haul out your boat.  
Move the handle from open position (parallel to the hose) to closed position (perpendicular 

to the hose) and back to open.  This exercises the seacock and lubricates the handle.  
Open a frozen seacock handle with a light tap from a mallet.  Also, remember to inspect 
hoses and clamps for wear, and tighten clamps as needed. 

 
 It is a good idea to lash (with easy-to-break twine) an appropriately sized wooden 
plug near every through-hull.  If a seacock hose fails or a through-hull fails, you can drive 

a plug into the hose or opening with a mallet as a temporary repair.  Mount a small 
hammer or mallet (painted a bright color) nearby in a conspicuous, accessible place.  Add 
a piece of reflective tape to make it more visible in dark conditions. 

 
 Make a simple, easy-to-read through-hull diagram for your boat.  Post this diagram 
so that all crew can see it.  With the diagram, your crew can locate any seacock and 

through-hull aboard your boat within seconds.  Use the diagram link below, or draw your 
own.  Divide the diagram lengthwise into thirds, representing the forward, main and 
cockpit/ stern areas.  Draw a centerline from bow to stern.  Now explore your boat from 

bow to stern.  Remove lockers, lids and access covers to locate each through-hull.  Plot 



small circles on your diagram to indicate every through-hull, label each circle.  Include 
bilge cover plates in your diagram.  You can even color-code your plotted through-hulls 

to indicate function and note if there is a seacock. 
 
 You can download a free Seacock Diagram directly from Captain John’s Skipper Tips, 

or use this link > www.skippertips.com/public/1513.cfm 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 Reference material and diagrams are from multiple sources, including Our Stumble 

into the Cruising Life, Captain John’s Skipper Tips and Sail World. 
 
 The TMCA November Annual Meeting will be Friday, November 19th at the 

Kemah Elks Lodge, 623 Hanson Road, just off Marina Bay Drive (FM 2094).  The TMCA 
Annual Meeting will include the 2021 Annual Reports from each of our Officers.  These 
reports are a brief summary of some of the things TMCA has accomplished this year.  Our 

speaker this month will be Captain Robert Campbell, Manager and Lead Instructor for 
Capt. Roy’s Captain School and Marine Training.  Captain Robert will be discussing Light 
Characteristics – Essential for Safe Navigation.  This information is vital for all 

mariners, whether new to boating or a seasoned boater brushing-up on skills.  Come enjoy 
Capt. Robert’s informative and engaging presentation. 
 

 Socializing and dinner orders begin at 6:00 pm.  The business portion of the meeting 
starts at 7:00 pm with the program following the business portion of the meeting.  Come 
enjoy dinner and drinks at great prices.  I hope to see you there.  And, don’t forget to 

wear your name badge. 
 
 

Always learning! 
Lori Friemel 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.skippertips.com/public/1513.cfm


 
The Social Scuttlebutt  
Chris Boswell, Rear Commodore 
email: RC@TexasMariners.com  

 
 

Watch your Mailboxes! 

 

Your Invitation for the Commodore’s Ball is on the way. 
 
Registration on the TMCA Website will open on Monday 

November 8th 
 
Cost will be $60 per person, don’t miss this great event 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 

Chris Boswell  
Rear Commodore 
cm.boswell@yahoo.com 
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Port Activity Report 
Janet Abraham, Port Captain 
email: PC@TexasMariners.com  
 
 
 

Port Activity Report 
October Dock Party 

Many thanks to Wendy and John Ellor for having everyone 
over for a dock party at their beautiful home on Taylor 
Lake.  The weather was great and the comradery was 

outstanding! 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

Harvest Moon Regatta 2021 
HMR 2021 was a wonderful event! The weather conditions were perfect for racing to Port 
Aransas and cruising back. Team Flyer, led by my (over-achieving) husband Ben Miller, 

won first in: Non-Spinnaker Class B, overall Non-Spinnaker division, fastest 
Catalina, and the fastest TMCA boat. 
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November Dock Party 

The Pirate Party at Railean Distillers is hosted by Shannon Edmonson (Waltzing Matilda). 
Time to break out your pirate-wear!  Prizes awarded for best pirate, wench and salty 

dog.  

Friday, NOVEMBER 5th 
6-9 pm 
Railean Distillers is located at 341 5th Street, San Leon, TX 77539 

 

 

 



Anchors Away 
John Boswell, Cruise Captain 
email: Cruise@TexasMariners.com 
 
 

Hello TMCA members and welcome to 
fall cruising. 
 
And with fall cruising comes Northerly winds, bye-
bye water.  Hopefully the last few cruises that are 

scheduled will have sufficient water depths. 
And while we are talking about water, I thought I 
would bring you a little information on impellers. 
 

How often should the impeller on a 

boat be replaced? 

It is recommended that a boat impeller be replaced every two to three years or 

300 hours, whichever comes first.  However, it is suggested to also visually 
inspect your impeller at the beginning of each season for any signs of wear or 
damage. 

What is an impeller and what does it do? 
• A boat impeller is a series of rubber vanes molded around a small round disc that 

is used to pump cool water from outside the boat through the engine’s raw water-
cooling plumbing, which keeps the engine cool when running.  

• It is a vital component of the engine’s cooling system. 

Why do you need to replace the impeller on your boat? 
• Your boat’s motor requires a steady flow of water to keep it cool, so if the impeller 

fails, your engine will be unable to pump cool water causing it to overheat which in 
turn can cause permanent damage.   

What are some causes of impeller failure? 
The flexible rubber vanes of the impeller can wear out for many reasons, including just 

simple use.  Other conditions that can shorten the life of your impeller: 

• Water conditions – Sandy or silty water is abrasive and can cause an 
impeller to wear out very fast. You will want to inspect your impeller 

frequently and replace it every year or every 100 hours if using your 
boat in particularly sandy water. 

• Long term storage – Sitting for long periods of time may cause the impeller 

vanes to become dry and brittle. You may also notice a “set” in the blades, 
which will cause impeller performance to degrade gradually over time. Visual 
inspection would be important after long periods of non-use/storage. 

mailto:email:%20Cruise@TexasMariners.com


• Running dry – As well as cooling for your engine, water also lubricates the 
impeller, so running the engine while dry could ruin the impeller pump within 

just a few seconds. It is never recommended to run your engine while dry. 

How do I know if my impeller needs replaced? 
You should not ignore the warning signs of impeller failure.  If failure occurs during use, 
you could be left stranded in need of a new engine.  

• Visual inspection: Again, you should inspect your impeller at the start of each 

season.  If there are signs of wear, cracked or damaged vanes, or you notice 
the impeller is dry and brittle, it is time to replace your impeller.  

• Engine overheating: It is always cause for concern when your engine’s water 

temperature begins to climb, especially when at low idle.  You may also notice a 
reduced outflow stream of water after the motor has reached normal operating 
temperature.  This could be a clogged cooling water outlet, or it could be a worn 

or damaged impeller. 

• Time versus heavy use:  If the impeller has been in service for three years or 
300 hours, you should replace the impeller.  Over time the impeller can simply 

become hard, take a set shape, or in extreme cases, just fall apart.  

How hard is it to replace an impeller? 

• Even if you have never done it before, replacing a bad impeller should only take 
around 30 minutes.   

• Every boater should consider learning how to replace an impeller as part of regular 

boat maintenance.  

 

Well, that’s all the fun facts I have for this month.  

See you on the water, 

John 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Secretary's Dispatch  
Kay Waghorne, Secretary 
email: Secretary@TexasMariners.com 
 
 
 

Please welcome our new members announced at our 
October Meeting: 

 
Jarod Hogan 
Edward and Sabrina Patton 

Brad Davis 
Sean O’Neill and Laura Choat 
Earl and Patty Claiborne 

 
 
 

Our membership numbers as of the September Meeting 
were: 
 

312 Renewed Members 
130 New Members 
  16 Active Lifetime Members 

458 Total Active Members  
 
Renewal emails for 2022 are going out on November 1st.  There will be a link that will 

take you through the renewal process.  If yours is a dual membership, only the primary 
member can renew so if you have difficulty with the process, please try using the other 
member’s email sign-in.  Let me know if you have any problem.   

 
 
For those who want to join so they can participate in the Commodore Ball, we are still 

offering New Member Discount Dues for those joining since July 1, 2021.  They will 
receive 50% off the annual dues rate plus initiation fee.  They will have full membership 
privileges to the end of the year.  That is just $23 for single and $38 for Dual 

Memberships… Plus the $25 initiation fee.  Your 2022 dues will be due in January. 
 
If you have any questions or suggestions, please let me know 

Kay Waghorne 
281-550-1723 
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Mathmagician’s Message  
Meade LeBlanc, Treasurer 
Email: Treasurer@TexasMariners.com 
 
 

 
 
Happy Fall, Y’all. 

 
Cooler weather is upon us, and thoughts of the holiday 
season ahead. Boating is a great way to spend this great 

weather with friends and family. 
 
As we wind down 2021, our thoughts turn to 2022 and all 

the fun we can have next year. But first, we need a 
budget!  
 

If you have some quiet time and you are a numbers nerd 
like me, now is a great time to reflect on your 2021 expenditures and think about your 
budget for next year too. What will be in store for you that you have perhaps had to 

defer? 
 
So, take a minute to reflect before the holidays create the typical whirlwind and take 

stock of your finances too. 
 
 

Meade 
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Webmaster’s Wonders  
Linda Schoene, Webmaster 
Email: admin@texasmariners.com 

 

 

Have you seen the TMCA paper on Boating Best Practices?  It's 
a quick one page read under the About link.  It's great for 
both novice and experienced boaters with quick reminders to 

be safe out on the water.  Sections include Safety and Boat 
Handling, Preparation and Maintenance, Etiquette, 
Environment, Sharing and Volunteering.  Check it out now! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

Click here for TMCA Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Please send any articles you would like included in the TMCA Mariner to TMCA Mariner Editor 
at Newsletter@TexasMariners.com 

 
 

Texas Mariners Cruising Association, PO Box 946, Kemah, TX 77565-0946 
http://www.TexasMariners.com | Anti-spam policy | Privacy policy 

2021 TMCA Officers 
Commodore  Ladye Jane Stone, s/v Pier Pressure  713-724-3535 
Past Commodore Bryan Austin, s/v Austintatious   832-221-5416 
Vice Commodore Lori Friemel, m/v Seascape   713-826-7998 
Rear Commodore Chris Boswell, m/v Y Knot Another  817-454-6609 
Port Captain  Janet Abraham, s/v Flyer    228-860-9279 
Cruise Captain John Boswell, m/v Y Knot Another   817-724-7362 
Secretary  Kay Waghorne, m/v Cambria   281-550-1723 
Treasurer  Meade LeBlanc, s/v Reflection   281-796-2528 
Webmaster  Linda Schoene, m/v Andiamo   281-433-0996 
 

2021 TMCA Trustees 

Commodore 2018       Larry Friemel, m/v Seascape   281-832-0361 
Commodore 2017       Charles Parette, m/v Andiamo  281-793-7268 
Commodore 2016      Jerry Simoneaux, s/v Rainbow            713-577-9587 
Commodore 2002   Gloria Rooney, s/v St. Somewhere 713-805-0843 
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