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At the Helm  
Ladye Jane Stone, Commodore 
email: Commodore@TexasMariners.com 
 
 

September 2021 
 
According to a recent article, Clear Lake is the third-
largest pleasure boat basin in the nation and Texas ranks 
sixth in the U.S. for registered recreational boaters.  I 
think any of us that take our boats out on a weekend can 
agree with that by the number of boats making their way 
through the channel out to the bay.  There is no better 
way to enjoy the hot days of summer than being on the 
water, and in Texas, summer extends into September.  
We’re fortunate to be able to boat practically year ‘round, 
but you don’t have to own a boat to participate in TMCA 
activities.  You can drive to most of our events, so no 

reason not to enjoy!  Allen’s Landing Cruise has a second 
registration for those coming by land or that would like to 
ride on one of the boats that are registered, so please 
check the calendar for info. 
 
We were also fortunate that Ida chose a path to our east, 
though LA and MS were not as fortunate.  I have friends in 
Biloxi that move their boat along with many other live-
aboard and commercial vessels to a hurricane hole.  They 
have a process of securing to land, each vessel to another, and dinghying lines across 
like a spider web.  It works well and while it was rough, all are ok and awaiting an all 
clear to return to harbor.  Sadly, LA will again have to rebuild.  I saw that some 
members are collecting donations - thank you. 
 
As I’ve previously mentioned, we are organizing the Nominating Committee to begin our 
search for next year’s potential officers.  Per the by-laws, the Committee will consist of 
myself, the Trustees, a member for 5 or more years and a member for 2 years or less.  I 
have also asked any current officer not planning to volunteer again, to participate, 
because I feel their input for the responsibilities of each office are invaluable.  The 



committee’s role is to canvas the membership for those interested in giving back to the 
club and present our suggestions, along with your nominations, to the members to be 
voted on the next month.  Our organization functions through volunteers.  If you are 
interested in one of the leadership positions or possibly contributing on a committee, 
please contact me or one of the current Board members.  Volunteering is a great way to 
get involved and meet new people and it is not as demanding as you might think.  The 
more that help, the easier it is and it can be a lot of Fun! 
 
Here’s a link to the club By-Laws including the Board Member and Committee duties: 
 https://texasmariners.com/By-Laws 
 
Remember, the more you participate in TMCA, the more you will gain from it and the 
more FUN you will have! 
 
When perusing boat ads, I find that many boats are equipped with autopilot and bow-
thrusters to help steer and avoid potential bumps when maneuvering … wouldn’t it be 
nice if we had similar built-in functions to make navigating life a little easier? 
   
Ladye Jane Stone   
Commodore 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
From the Cockpit  
Lori Friemel, Vice Commodore 
Email: VC@TexasMariners 
 
 Being out on the water this time of year is great for observing 
some of our favorite marine friends, the bottlenose dolphin.  These 
past few weeks I have seen amazing leaps and have enjoyed 
watching their antics while socializing.  It is amazing how much they 
can communicate with an exaggerated turn, chuff or a tail slap.  
Whether wanting us to go fast so they could bow ride (we didn’t) 
or not being happy about something, we were able to understand 
a few of their ‘communications’.  With this warm weather and good 
water conditions you can see many dolphins socializing and moving 
about the bay.  Keep an eye out for our adopted dolphin ‘Mariner’.  
Remember to keep back at least 50 yards and do not feed or 
interfere with their activity.  When any dolphin approach, do not 
make any sudden changes in direction or speed and, if necessary, 
take your engine out of gear to avoid injuring a young or curious 

dolphin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 When you observe any dolphin in Galveston Bay, be sure to go to the TMCA website, under the 
Cruising tab and follow the Cool Link to Report a Dolphin Sighting or go to 
https://galvestonbaydolphin.org/report-a-galveston-bay-dolphin-sighting/  Fill in the date, time, 
location and any other information you have.  Your contribution will help the Galveston Bay Dolphin 
Research Program by providing valuable information to the GDRP Public Opportunistic Sighting 
database. 
 
 Spending all this time outdoors requires some gear that I consider essential for everyone, not 
just boaters – Sunglasses.  When outdoors during the day, wearing good quality sunglasses can reduce 
the risk of many eye problems potentially caused by the sun’s harmful ultraviolet (UV) rays.  Over time, 
cumulative exposure to UV rays can cause long term damage to your eyes.  Light colored eyes are at 
greater risk of UV damage than dark colored eyes, but all eyes need UV protection.  Proper sunglasses 
can reduce the risk of photokeratitis (sunburn of the cornea), cataracts, pinguecula, pterygium (surfer’s 
eye), macular degeneration, and cancer of the eye, eyelid and skin.  Protecting your eyesight is an 
important part of maintaining a healthy lifestyle. 
 
 Quality sunglasses should block at least 99% UVB and 95% UVA and decrease visible light 
transmission by at least 75%, preferably 86 to 90%.  Sunglasses with less than 8% light transmission 
are not considered safe for driving, offer poor visibility for boating and should be avoided.  Quality 
sunglasses do not need to be expensive; many brands and styles are available for a reasonable cost. 
 



 In addition to providing protection, sunglasses can also help you see more clearly.   Polarization 
does not offer eye protection, but is a nice feature for reducing glare, reducing reflection, increasing 
clarity and aiding in seeing through the water more clearly.  Being able to spot objects just under the 
surface could save you from hitting a sandbar or floating object.  The drawback of polarization is that 
it can make some LCD screens (chart plotter, GPS, etc.) more difficult to read.  Avoid mirrored lenses; 
they do not offer eye protection and reflect light to your nose increasing the risk of skin cancer. 
 
 Large, wraparound lenses with wide sides provide the best coverage.  There are many other 
features to consider for good optics, such as type of lens and lens color/tint.  Most lens colors can 
cause slight color distortion, the exception being gray lenses.  Colored lenses can also affect contrast 
and depth perception.  However, different colored lenses are useful for different conditions that you 
may encounter.  Make sure the sunglasses you purchase are comfortable, or you probably will not wear 
them.  Many boaters have several pairs of sunglasses for different conditions.  Decide which sunglasses 
are best for your style of activity and wear them consistently.  You may need one pair or several pairs. 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The TMCA September Monthly Meeting will be Friday, September 17th at the Elks Lodge, 623 
Hanson Rd, in Kemah.  Our speaker this month will be Kimberly Sorenson, Boater Education Manager 
for Texas Parks and Wildlife.  Kimberly has extensive knowledge of water safety, paddle sport safety 
and boating safety.  She is an American Canoe Association certified instructor trainer for SUP and 
kayaking, an American Red Cross Lifeguard Instructor and an avid boater.  Kim has experience in 
several divisions of TPWD, has implemented several programs and improved community relationships.  
Socializing and dinner orders begin at 6:00 pm.  The business portion of the meeting starts at 7:00 pm 
and the program starts following the business portion of the meeting.  Come enjoy dinner and drinks 
at great prices.  I hope to see you there.  And, don’t forget to wear your name badge. 
 
 
Always learning! 
Lori Friemel 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Lens Color Conditions for Use 
Amber Low or indirect lighting. Good for seeing through water for below 

surface obstructions or objects. 
Blue Bright light. Reduces glare. Enhances contours. 

Brown, 
Copper 

Bright light. Can improve depth perception. Enhances contrast. 

Gray Minimal color distortion. Good in various conditions. 
Green Varying light conditions.  Enhances contrast. Low color distortion. 

Reduces glare. 
Rose, Red Varying bright and low light conditions. Helps eyes adjust to 

contrast. Enhances depth perception. 
Yellow Low light and hazy conditions. Good clarity. May cause color 

distortion. 



 
 

The Social Scuttlebutt  
Chris Boswell, Rear Commodore 
email: RC@TexasMariners.com  

 
Hello, 
 
The following Annual Event is getting close. So hurry and 
register. Registration is open through Sunday September 
5th.  Please go to the website and register for  
Saturday, September 11th The Annual Wine Tasting 
Party at El Lago. 
 
For those new to TMCA, this is a very popular event.  
 
*There are usually 5 different wines to taste. 
*Social gathering with all your TMCA friends 
*Appetizers 

                                         *Music 
                                         *The night usually ends with dancing 
 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, December 18th at Lakewood Yacht Club for the 

Commodore’s Ball 

You will not want to miss this final Event of the year, more details will be coming 
soon. 
 
Food For Thought! 
 
Election for officers will be upon us sooner than you think.   
 
So many of you would be great in this position! As you are party planners. 
 
Who will be the next Rear Commodore? 
Will it be You? 
 

Chris Boswell  
Rear Commodore 
cm.boswell@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

 



           
Port Activity Report 
Janet Abraham, Port Captain 
email: PC@TexasMariners.com  
 
 
Port	Activity	Report	

	
	

The TMCA Appreciation Dock party hosted by Kraken Sailing was an outstanding event! There were 
122 TMCA members and guests registered – amazing participation.  Brandon Ginesi, Kraken Sailing 
owner, provided Outriggers tacos, beer, wine, Kraken rum and soft drinks to show appreciation for 
TMCA members. He also gave away a very fashionable safety vest to each participant J.  Brandon 
offered to host educational events and provide member discounts – similar to Boat US and Blackburn 
Marine member benefits.  Announcements will be made soon. 
 
DOCK PARTY – “Captain Ron” MOVIE NIGHT  
Friday, September 10th 7-10 pm, Waterford Harbor Pavilion A 
Nancy and John Welch are hosting a dock party at Waterford Harbor Pavilion A (by the tennis courts) 
and showing the movie Captain Ron. The movie will start around 8pm when it's dark enough to view. 
Come on out and have some laughs! Please bring your own ice chest, chair, and a dish to share. 
Bonus points for popcorn!  Registration not needed. 



 
 
 
Allen’s Landing Social Events 
Along with others, your Port Captain is working on the Allen’s Landing social activities.  Ladye Jane, 
Ben Miller and I spent a Sunday afternoon checking out the downtown scene since much has 
changed due to the pandemic – my job is sooooo hard J.  Based on our studies, we put together a 
draft, interactive Google Walking Map of the Saturday, October 9th Brunch and Bar Crawl at: 
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1Oi1g2nMrQjem_tuah7a5m7VgdFuV2xeY&ll=29.76050
1100000024%2C-95.36181879999998&z=17 
Please check it out online, click the purple icons on the map or in the ‘Location Information and 
Sequence’ list to find out more about each location. Please send feedback to 
PC@texasmariners.com – if you would like to add a location or if you have other suggestions. 
This is a static picture of the map: 

 

 



Anchors Away 
John Boswell, Cruise Captain 
email: Cruise@TexasMariners.com 
 
Hello TMCA Members 
 
As we all proceed into the height of hurricane season, do 
we know what we should do to prepare our boats? 
Boat US has a very good article on this subject.  Copy this 
link into your browser to view. 

https://www.boatus.com/hurricanes/assets/pdf/swhurr_prep_guide.pdf 
 
This coming weekend is the Labor Day Cruise to Moody.  Slips are full, but lots 
of anchor out spots are available. 
 
Come join the fun!!!! 
 
September 18 is the Kite Flying Cruise to Redfish Island 
Bring your best kite. 

 
Have a great month, and be safe. 
See you on the water, 
John 
 

 



Secretary's Dispatch  
Kay Waghorne, Secretary 
email: Secretary@TexasMariners.com 
 

Membership 
 

Please welcome our new members announced at our 
August meeting: 
 
Stephen Seger 
Kenny and Trisha Smith 
Michael Vaughan 
Keith and Michelle Coy 
Robert and Sofia Campbell 

 
Our membership numbers as of the August Meeting were: 
 
309 Renewed Members 

116 New Members 
  16 Active Lifetime Members 
441 Total Active Members  
 
We are offering New Member Discount Dues for those joining since July 1, 2021.  They 
will receive 50% off the annual dues rate plus initiation fee.  They will have full 
membership privileges to the end of the year.  That is just $23 for single and $38 for 
Dual Memberships… Plus the $25 initiation fee. 
 
Be sure and invite your friends to a meeting or TMCA activity.  We would love to meet 
them and introduce them to TMCA 
 
If you have any questions or suggestions, please let me know 
Kay Waghorne 
281-550-1723 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 



 
 

Mathmagician’s Message  
Meade LeBlanc, Treasurer 
Email: Treasurer@TexasMariners.com 

 

Hey TMCA members! 
 
 
Looks like Hurricane Season is here, so it’s a good time 
to evaluate your hurricane preparedness for your home 
and your boat. As the owner of a new puppy, I am 
adding pet supplies to my list. I haven’t checked lately, 
but I think the grocery stores are finally restocked on 
toilet paper and hand sanitizer. You might still have 
trouble getting jigsaw puzzles to do by candlelight when 
the lights go out.  
 

 
The funds for the club are in excellent shape. Membership dues, the main source of 
income, are still strong, which shows the appeal of a club like ours that can get out on 
the water and enjoy the day. Take care everyone, and see you soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                                              Webmaster’s Wonders  
                                              Linda Schoene, Webmaster 
                                              Email: admin@texasmariners.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you moved this year?  Be sure to log in and update 
your mailing address - it won't be too long before we'll mail 
out the Commodore's Ball invitations. 
 
Have a new boat?  Also, update your boat information.  It 
makes signing up for a cruise a breeze, and makes life 
easier for the cruise leader. 
 
You can take care of both under the Members Only link, 
then click on Member Profile. 
	



 

Click here for TMCA Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

  

  
 

 
 

Please send any articles you would like included in the TMCA Mariner to TMCA Mariner Editor 
at Newsletter@TexasMariners.com 
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2021 TMCA Officers 
Commodore  Ladye Jane Stone, s/v Pier Pressure  713-724-3535 
Past Commodore Bryan Austin, s/v Austintatious   832-221-5416 
Vice Commodore Lori Friemel, m/v Seascape   713-826-7998 
Rear Commodore Chris Boswell, m/v Y Knot Another  817-454-6609 
Port Captain  Janet Abraham, s/v Flyer    228-860-9279 
Cruise Captain John Boswell, m/v Y Knot Another   817-724-7362 
Secretary  Kay Waghorne, m/v Cambria   281-550-1723 
Treasurer  Meade LeBlanc, s/v Reflection   281-796-2528 
Webmaster  Linda Schoene, m/v Andiamo   281-433-0996 
	

2021 TMCA Trustees 
Commodore 2018       Larry Friemel, m/v Seascape   281-832-0361 
Commodore 2017       Charles Parette, m/v Andiamo  281-793-7268 
Commodore 2016      Jerry Simoneaux, s/v Rainbow            713-577-9587 
Commodore 2002   Gloria Rooney, s/v St. Somewhere 713-805-0843 
 


